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WASHINGTON
clean shave and a boot-camp buzz cut are no
longer mandatory for adherents of religions
whose grooming practices differ from those
traditionally required by the U.S. military.

The Pentagon announced Wednesday that beards, tur-
bans, religious body art and other previously off-limits
manifestations of spiritual devotion can now be allowed
throughout the military. The policy also OKs other reli-
gious practices not related to appearance.

In the past, servicemembers occasionally
managed to obtain exemptions to poli-
cies for religious reasons, but there was
no single set of guidelines; the new
policy says accommodations will be
approved unless the military dem-
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Matters of faith

Pentagon eases rules on waivers for religious practices

By Curis CARROLL
Stars and Stripes

onstrates a compelling reason to deny the request.

The requests for religious accommodation should “re-
flect sincerely held beliefs” and not damage military
readiness, unit cohesion or good order and discipline, ac-
cording to a revised Defense Department instruction on
accommodation of religious practices.

The policy has its limits, but is designed to allow troops
free expression of their religion, as required by Congress
in the 2013 National Defense Authorization act, a spokes-
man said. Jews, Sikhs and Muslims in the military — who

together constitute less than 1 percent of the active-
duty military, according to a DOD tally based
on self-reporting — are among those who in
recent years have sought greater latitude

to comply with their religions.

SEE FAITH ON PAGE 4
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WASHINGTON — The Defense Depart-
ment is reportedly discussing a $1 billion
cut over the next three years to the com-
missaries budget, which could lead to a
widespread closure of stateside stores.

With the budget tightening, the Pen-
tagon’s comptroller ordered the Defense
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Dr. (Capt.) Tejdeep Singh Rattan, who received a religious waiver, joins his
class in singing “The Army Goes Rolling Along” during the Basic Officer

# Leadership Course graduation
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Report: DOD considers slashing commissaries budget

Commissary Agency to produce a plan to
close most stateside commissaries.

According to a report on Military.com,
the plan would close all but 24 rural stores
stateside, while overseas stores would re-
main open.

The military services are reviewing the
plan, according to a food industry official.

2010 at Fort Sam Houston, Texas.
Courtesy of the U.S. Army
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The commissary agency, which operates
247 stores worldwide, receives $1.4 billion
annually in taxpayer funding. The poten-
tial Defense Department cut would reduce
the agency’s budget over three years until
it stood at $400 million for fiscal 2017, Mili-
tary.com reported.

SEE BUDGET ON PAGE 4
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“He would probably

be a guy | would like

to hang out with if he
wasn't president. But | like
a lot of people who are not
qualified to be president.”
— Joshua Parker, 37, a

businessman in Smyrna, Tenn.,
on President Barack Obama
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Keeping options open in Afghanistan

Defense officials:
In lieu of security
pact, NATO must
remain flexible

By JoHN VANDIVER
AND CID STANDIFER
Stars and Stripes

NATO defense chiefs on Thurs-
day said they expect alliance
troops to switch to a post-2014 ad-
vise-and-assist mission as early
as this summer even as U.S. and
Afghan officials remain at log-
gerheads over a bilateral secu-
rity agreement needed to ensure
NATO’s long-term presence in
the country.

“We hope to be completely into
the mission of train, advise and
assist by mid-2014 and hope to be
very near whatever we anticipate
our size is for the next mission by
October 2014,” said Gen. Philip
Breedlove, NATO supreme allied
commander Europe.

In recent days, reports have in-
dicated that U.S. commanders are
recommending a post-2014 troop
presence of
either 10,000
troops or
none at all.

Failure
to resolve a
dispute be-
tween the
UnitedStates
and Afghan
President
Hamid Kar-
zai over a
bilateral security agreement for
troops operating in the country
after 2014 could jeopardize plans
for a continued U.S. presence and
NATO’s follow-on training mis-
sion in Afghanistan.

Karzai has flouted demands
by the U.S. and even some of his
close aides to sign the agreement
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quickly so plans can be made for
ishing a foll mission.
U.S. officials have suggested they
could withdraw completely by the
end of the year, if the agreement
is not signed soon.
The Wall Street Journal report-
ed Thursday that Western diplo-
mats in Kabul have largely given

up hope Karzai will sign the BSA,
particularly given his reaction
to a Taliban-claimed attack last
week on a Lebanese restaurant
popular with foreigners in which
21 people were killed, 13 of them
foreigners. Karzai extended
some pro forma condolences,
then launched into criticism of a
recent NATO airstrike that killed
Afghan civilians.

The Journal quoted some West-
ern diplomats as saying a NATO
Status of Forces Agreement cur-
rently being negotiated could be
easier for Karzai to sign. That
agreement, which would lay out
the terms of any mission that
would succeed the International
Security Assistance Force when
it ends this year, could then cover
the U.S. as a member of NATO,
the Journal quoted diplomats as
saying.

But NATO officials have em-
phasized that the U.S.-Afghan
pact is key to a NATO agreement.

NATO defense chiefs, who were

in Brussels for two days of talks
on a range of security matters fac-
ing the alliance, said it would be
helpful to have a bilateral security
agreement in place “sooner rather
than later.” Officials stopped short
of issuing deadlines.
“The sooner we have a BSA, the
better off we will be,” Breedlove
said during a news conference.
“But we will remain flexible and
be able to adapt to the timing and
the agreement when we get it.”

In the months ahead, NATO
will be steadily drawing down
in Afghanistan. The U.S. could
feasibly stay in-country on the
same legal basis it used to invade
in 2001, a mandate from the U.N.
Security Council, said Michael
Keating, a former deputy envoy
to Afghanistan for the United Na-
tions and now an analyst at the
think tank Chatham House.

The mandate was most recently
renewed in October to extend the
ISAF through the end of 2014.

Without a BSA, Keating said,
the U.S. presence would remain
at the whim of whatever Afghan
government succeeds Karzai in
April.

“Politically, I think there’s still
scope for flexibility,” Keating
said. “The problem is, logistical-
ly, whether that’s a good enough
basis to plan.

“Politically, I think it is possi-
ble to still plan on the U.S. and its
partners having a military pres-
ence,” he said.

Kamran Bokhari, vice presi-
dent for the Middle East and South
Asia department at the geopoliti-
calintelligence firm STRATFOR,
said that if Karzai doesn’t sign the
BSA, it’s almost certain his suc-
cessor will, and some candidates
have already voiced support for
the agreement.

If Karzai begins to fear the U.S.
will simply walk away, he’ll prob-
ably cave, fearing for his place in
Afghan history, Bokhari said.

Stars and Stripes
U.S. Air Force Gen. Philip Breedlove is seen during an interview with Stars and Stripes in May 2013.

Added Keating: “Most Afghans
— obviously the Taliban not in-
cluded — but most Afghans I think
would prefer for the U.S. and its
partners to maintain some kind of
minimum military capacity.”

During a press briefing Thurs-
day, Lt. Gen. Mark A. Milley,
ISAF joint commander, talked
up the Afghan National Security
Forces, saying that they were
overwhelmingly successful dur-
ing the summer fighting season
and that the Taliban were sure to
fail in any quest to regain politi-
cal power.

“(It is) widely recognized that
they can only destroy,” Milley
said. “They can Kkill, they can
intimidate, they can blow up a
Lebanese restaurant,” but they
have proven unable to build insti-
tutions, he said.

In Kabul, which leans heav-
ily away from Taliban support,
many agree, but with a note of
fear rather than optimism.

“I think the United States forc-
es should be in Afghanistan,” said
an economics student at Kabul
University, Mukhtar Ekhtiar. “I
want (Karzai) to sign (the BSA).
With them, we will promote and
develop in our country more than
alone. Without, we will start a
new civil war in our country.”
Stars and Stripes reporter Alex Pena
contributed to this report.
vandiver.john@stripes.com
standifer.cid@stripes.com
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SIGAR:

By HeatH DRUZIN
Stars and Stripes

KABUL— The Pentagon asked
for $60 million in additional funds
for reconstruction projects in Af-
ghanistan this year even though
American forces have spent only
a fraction of the hundreds of mil-
lions of tax dollars allotted al-
ready. The top U.S. government
watchdog in Afghanistan wants
to know why.

An analysis by the Special In-
spector General for Afghanistan
Reconstruction found that over
the past six fiscal years, only 59
percent of funds appropriated for
the Commander’s Emergency
Response Program were used.

In fiscal 2013, the Department
of Defense obligated only $43.5
million of $200 million appropri-
ated for the military reconstruc-
tion fund, yet, the DOD requested
an additional $60 million for the
fund for 2014. It received half of
that from Congress.

A letter from Special Inspec-
tor General John Sopko to the
commander of U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan, the secretary of the
Army and the DOD comptroller
requests an explanation for the
disparity in requests and actual
money spent.

Sopko said his office needs the
information to prepare its part of
a congressionally mandated “les-
sons learned report.”

“SIGAR also needs to examine
these issues to protect ongoing
and future CERP projects from
waste, fraud, and abuse,” the let-

ince,

ter said, requesting explanations
as to why the allocated funds
were not spent and why addition-
al funds were then requested. He
also asked whether expired funds
from past years were “repro-
grammed for other purposes or
returned to the U.S. Treasury.”
He also asked that certain
documentation be provided to his
office within 30 days, including a
monthly breakdown of funds ob-
ligated and spent from the start
of fiscal 2004 through Decem-
ber 2013 and an unclassified list
of all CERP projects during that

Afghan reconstruction f
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Mark Rav/Courtesy of the US Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers officials meet with Afghan technicians at the Kajaki Dam power house in

period.

Jeff Hawk, a spokesman for U.S.
Forces-Afghanistan, declined to
comment. “We have received the
letter and are reviewing its con-
tents,” he said.

“There are likely many reasons
why these funds were not used,”
Sopko wrote. “For example, the
accelerated U.S. troop drawdown
may have reduced the need for
these funds, or military com-
manders may have reduced the
cost of various projects through
effective oversight.

“Another factor may have been

the overarching challenge of bud-
geting for small-scale reconstruc-
tion projects in an unpredictable
conflict zone plagued by violence,
corruption, and sustainability
challenges,” Sopko wrote.

Funding for the reconstruc-
tion program was established in
2003 to allow local military com-
manders in Irag and Afghanistan
to quickly implement small-scale
humanitarian relief and recon-
struction projects, generally less
than $500,000 each, partly as a
stop-gap until larger reconstruc-
tion projects were planned.

unds go unspent

Since 2008, more than $3 bil-
lion was appropriated for such
projects in Afghanistan and about
$1.7 billion was spent, according
to a SIGAR chart. It shows that
at the height of the U.S. military
surge in 2010, $1 billion was ap-
propriated for those small-scale
reconstruction projects in the
country, though only about $330
million was spent.

The program has come in for
criticism in the past. A 2011 re-
port by the Department of De-
fense Inspector General found
that U.S. Central Command and
U.S. Forces-Afghanistan had in-
adequate oversight over emer-
gency response reconstruction
projects, leading to overpayments
and improper payments.

International ~ reconstruction
efforts in Afghanistan have been
controversial and often criticized
for alleged lack of oversight and
coordination with Afghan coun-
terparts. While there have been
tangible improvements in educa-
tion, health care and life expec-
tancy in Afghanistan over the
course of the more than 12-year
war, the county remains one
of the poorest in the world and
large, foreign-funded infrastruc-
ture projects — like the still un-
finished Kajaki Dam — have had
mixed success.

The U.S. has spent an esti-
mated $100 billion rebuilding Af-
ghanistan since American forces
invaded the country in October,

druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

S. Dakota woman returning to teach in Afghanistan

By NATHAN JOHNSON
(Yankton, S.D.) Press & Dakotan

YANKTON, S.D. — Although faced with
uncertainty about the future of the school
that employs her in Afghanistan, Katie Watt
is certain she wants to get back to teaching
there.

Watt, 22, was recently home in Yankton,
S.D., for the holiday break after wrapping
up her first ing third grade

“That’s one of the first things our kids ask
us when they come into the classroom: ‘Are
'you going to come back next year?’” she said.
“It kind of shows how much they appreciate
us being there but maybe don’t want to in-
vest in you if they don’t think you’ll be com-
ing back. When I saw their faces, it wasn’t

as hard of a decision to
£, come back.”
'm During the first se-

of
at the International School of Kabul, which
is the only fully accredited, coeducational,
international K-12 school in Afghanistan.

“I'm excited, but I'm more nervous going
back this time,” Watt told the Press & Da-
kotan. “I don’t know why. I think it’s just
because we don’t know what is going to hap-
pen in the next five months with the status
of the school.”

Among the issues that could have an
impact on the school’s future are funding
problems, the April 5 presidential election
and the impending decision by Afghanistan
leadership about whether to agree to a bi-
lateral security agreement with the United
States that would allow more than 8,000 U.S.
troops to stay beyond the end of the year.

Watt said her class of 21 has declined to
18.

“People don’t know what is going to hap-
pen next year, so the people who can leave
are starting to leave,” she said. “They know
that if things go poorly, they want to be out
of the country on their own terms.”

The uncertain future hasn’t prevented
Watt from deciding that she will commit to
another year at the school.

ited mester, Watt said she
o observed growthinher-
but 'm self and the students.
more “After four years of
nervous

education, you'd think
going back

you'd be really pre-

pared, but you're really
this time.”
Katie Watt

not because they can’t
teachyouhow tobounce
" back when things go
tea::}:redr-gtratgz poorly in a lesson or
International studentg do?‘t behave,”
School of Kabul she said. “Classroom
management has got-
ten much easier, as has
lesson planning. The students have been
changing, too. They’ve been learning. The
children who fight have been fighting less.
That’s really encouraging. I don’t know if I
could stay if I hadn’t seen a change in their
attitudes and academics.”

ISK has been attempting to raise money
for a new location because it currently has
to rent facilities at a high price, according
to Watt.

Furthermore, many of the students who
attend ISK depend on its Tuition Assistance
Program. Annually, the school awards more

than $200,000 in scholarships. A large por-
tion of that funding is in danger and could
result in the loss of more than 100 students,
Watt said.

As a fundraising effort, ISK recently
broke a world record for cutting out the lon-
gest paper doll chain. The ISK wanted to get
a dollar for each of the 100,000 dolls.

“It was cool for the kids. They really
thought it was a neat thing,” Watt said.
“We were hoping to raise $100,000 and we
only raised $12,000. We got the word out as
much as possible, but no one really wanted
to give.”

Parents and local leadership are support-
ive of ISK, and Watt said hope is not lost.

“I think things like this have happened a
lot in the school’s history. Somehow, some-
thing always pulls through,” she said. “We
have the support of staff that have been
there seven or eight years saying, ‘This
looks really bad, but something will likely
work out.”

“If it doesn’t, if we still feel like we're led
to be there, something will pull together,”
Watt said. “I think it’s easier for those of us
who are new to have optimism when we’re
looking into it, because we haven’t been
there as long and haven’t been discouraged
as many times.”

Watt said it has been somehow easier to
maintain optimism in Afghanistan than
when she was back in Yankton.

“Being in Afghanistan and looking to-
ward the future is not as scary,” she said.

Watt writes a blog to keep friends and
family updated on her experiences at http://
misswatt.blogspot.com.

KeLy HerTz, (YankTon S.D.) Press & Dakotan/AP

Katie Watt is faced with uncertainty about
the future of the school that employs

her in Afghanistan, but she is certain she
wants to get back to teaching there.
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Faith: Requests conflicting with DOD policy need waiver

FROM FRONT PAGE

“When requests for accom-
modation are made, the needs of
the requesting servicemember

Allowing religious
practices

The Pentagon announced that
beards, turbans, religious body
art and other previously off-
limits manifestations of spiritual
devotion are allowed throughout
the military. The policy also OKs
other religious practices not
related to appearance.

Readers respond:

If the Pentagon feels that beards
should be allowed for some, than
they should be allowed for all.

— lan Rogers

You want to grow a beard. He
HAS to grow a beard. That's the
difference.

— AaronFreed

if you can't follow a military dress
code because of your religious
values how the hell could you kill
US enemies in spite of them?

— Sunnydaze

funny how a tattoo would be bad
on the hands or neck but not
beards and turbans

— sgtsam2005

People who choose do this will
alienate themselves from other
service members.

— stephen michaels

| applaud the military for amending
their standards to be more inclu-
sive to religious minorities.

— Krissy Aldrich

To some faiths, having a beard or
having the requisite headgear is as
organic as prayer or taking com-
munion is to others.

— bumbul

| wonder how this will affect
promotions for Officers, E-7 and
above. | can see the panel looking
at the service members picture
and they have a full grown beard.
— David Winters

| have been in the Army for quite
a few years. ... | truly believe in its
purpose and mission, but | do not
understand why the military bends
to the ideals of other groups.

— 18+ years and still going

Uniformed Military. Doesn't anyone
understand what that means? We
dress alike, shave alike, and wear
the same cover.

— jim foreman

Join the fray at:
stripes.com/go/grooming

are bal d against the needs of
mission accomplishment,” Penta-
gon spokesman Lt. Cmdr. Nathan
Christensen wrote in an email.
“Only if it is determined that the
needs of mission accomplishment
outweigh the needs of the ser-
vicemember may the request be
denied.”

The U.S. Commission on Civil
Rights in December sent a let-
ter to Defense Secretary Chuck
Hagel about department policies
it said “may result in the unnec-
essary exclusion of Sikh Ameri-
cans and Americans of other
religious faiths from military
service based on their religious
beliefs manifested in their dress
and grooming.”

Requests for accommodation
that don’t conflict with standing
DOD policies — such as allowing
troops to engage in prayers re-
quired by their religions through-
out the day — can be dealt with
by immediate commanders,
Christensen said.

Other requests that butt up
against existing policies, such as
the wearing of beards or head-
gear, will need waivers issued by
military department secretaries
or by military officers no lower
than heads of personnel and man-
power for each service.

A group of high-ranking mili-
tary chaplains and officials from
DOD and religious organizations
that work with troops will appear
Wednesday before the House
Armed Services Committee to
discuss the Pentagon’s implemen-
tation of legislation requiring the

Capt._Teideep Singh Rattan checks the seal on his gas mask I_)elore

Christian domination of the mili-
tary — said the relatively small
numbers of non-Christian practi-
tioners who benefit from the new
rules would be dwarfed by the
number of Christians who use it
as cover to try to impose their be-
lief system.

DOD will find it harder to fight
the spread of homophobia, anti-
Islam sentiment, misogyny and
anti-Semitism with the new poli-
cy, he predicted.

“Far from this being all about
beards and turbans for Sikhs or
yarmulke for Jewish personnel, I
am concerned over a potential for
a new tsunami of fundamentalist
Christian oppression and tyranny
from superiors to their subordi-
nates,” Weinstein said.

Ron Crews, executive direc-
tor of the Chaplains Alliance for
Religious Liberty, an evangelical
group that often takes issue with

i i 1 d the ruling.

ing the gas chamber during nuclear, bi and

training in 2010.

military to make religious accom-
modations for servicemembers.

Reaction to the policy Wednes-
day was diverse and intense.

Rabbi Sanford Dresin, director
of military programs at the Aleph
Institute, a Jewish nonprofit orga-
nization that advocates for mili-
tary members and prisoners, said
he was surprised and cheered by
the new policy. The institute re-
cently waged a successful legal
battle to win a Jewish chaplain’s
right to wear a full beard.

“If this is all true, I'm ecstatic,
to say the least,” he said. “I think
it demonstrates sensitivity and
respect for multiculturalism.”

Dresin said he was gearing up

to contend with the Marine Corps
over the right of Jewish Marines
to wear yarmulkes, headwear
many Jews feel their religion re-
quires them to wear. He said he
hopes the new policy makes the
effort unnecessary.

Dresin, a chaplain endorser for
DOD, said it also would make re-
cruiting Jewish chaplains easier.

“There remains a shortage of
Jewish chaplains in the military
and I feel that I will be able to
provide additional chaplains if
this is the case,” he said.

Mikey Weinstein, president of
the Military Religious Freedom
Foundation — which battles what
he describes as fundamentalist

He said the organization’s
members are concerned that with
recent changes in DOD policies
governing open service of gays in
the military and allowing benefits
for same-sex spouses, they would
be limited in expressing their
faith’s teachings on homosexual-
ity. The new ruling provides some
assurance, he said.

“Our initial response is that
we are grateful that DOD is tak-
ing seriously Section 533 that was
passed in the FY13 NDAA,” he
said. “And we’re wanting to make
sure that military members are
able to exercise their religious
liberties without any fear of
recrimination.”
carroll.chris@stripes.com
Twitter: @ChrisCarroll_

Budget: Full cut of $1B would not be included until 2017

FROM FRONT PAGE

Starting with the fiscal 2015
budget, Congress would be forced
to find funding elsewhere and to
give the Defense Department
more than its requested commis-
sary budget, or to allow officials
to make sweeping changes to the
commissary system, including
potential closures.

“If DeCA’s budget is cut to such
a magnitude, it would ultimately
require DeCA to close stores or
change the way it delivers the
commissary benefit,” a source
with knowledge of the proposed
cuts told Military.com. “But those
options would mean military
families would have to pay more
for their groceries, significantly
reducing the non-pay compensa-
tion benefit provided through the
commissaries. Once again, mili-
tary families are being forced
to sacrifice their hard-earned
money to achieve deficit reduc-
tions by having their benefits re-
duced or eliminated.”

DeCA’s $14 billion annual
budget funds employee salaries,
utilities and pays for food to be
shipped overseas. A congressio-
nally mandated S percent sur-
charge on all commissary sales
pays for other operational costs

such as construction and building
maintenance.

A recent study by DeCA found
that using the commissary saves
shoppers an average of 30.5 per-
cent annually when compared
with shopping at other stores off
base.

Cuts would be incremental and
would appear in the department’s
2015 budget request, expected to
be released next month. The full
$1 billion cut would not be in-
cluded in the request until 2017,
sources told Military.com.

The White House and the Of-
fice of Management and Budget
need to approve the fiscal 2015
budget, and it’s unclear how such
a plan would fare in discussions
there. In August at Camp Pend-
leton, Calif., President Barack
Obama told Marines that closing
commissaries is “not how a great
nation should be treating its mili-
tary and military families.”

At a November hearing of the
House armed services subcom-
mittee on military personnel,
its chairman, Rep. Joe Wilson,
R-S.C., asked DeCA Director Jo-
seph Jeu about a directive that the
agency got from defense leaders
in February ordering an indepen-
dent study on cutting commissary
costs up to 28 percent.

“Due to sequestration, the de-
partment is reviewing all of its
programs and nothing, including
commissaries, is off the table,”
Jeu said.

In the hearing, Jeu declined to
discuss the directive or the study.

Another witness did. Thomas
T. Gordy, president of the Armed
Forces Marketing Council, which
represents brokers who do busi-
ness with military stores, testified
that his group was encouraged
during the summer to hear that
the department was consider-
ing cuts for DeCA of less than 28
percent.

“However, in recent weeks, we
understand the Joint Staff has
asked DeCA to look at cutting its
budget 33 to 66 percent” he said.

The DOD would only confirm
that in an effort to save money, all
options are on the table.

“We have not finalized our
2015 budget submission, so we
do not speak to any predecisional
assessments or evaluations,” said
Joy Crabaugh, a spokeswoman
for the personnel and readiness
office of the assistant secretary of
defense. “As we face a continued
fiscally constrained environment,
we're looking at all options for
cost-cutting and money saving.
... All options are on the table, but
we cannot speak to any of those
that we’re looking at until we fi-
nalize our decision and submit
our budget.”

news@stripes.com
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Singer claims surgery botched at Army post

By BRETT BARROUQUERE
The Associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — A singer
with the Nashville Opera Com-
pany is suing the federal govern-
ment, saying a botched childbirth
operation at a military post has
caused flatulence and inconti-
nence and has threatened her
career.

Amy Herbst and her husband,
former Army Staff Sgt. James
Herbst, claim a nurse-midwife
at Blanchfield Army Commu-
nity Hospital at Fort Campbell,
Ky., caused her injuries during
the birth of her son in February
2012 when the nurse performed
an episiotomy to enlarge the birth

Engineer
indicted in
transfer of
jet data

By W.J. HENNIGAN
Los Angeles Times

Customs agents in Long Beach,
Calif., opened boxes labeled
“House Hold Goods” bound for
Iran and found thousands of doc-
uments outlining secret informa-
tion on a $392 billion fighter jet
program.

The technical manuals, speci-
fication sheets and other propri-
etary material was being sent
by Mozaffar Khazaee, a former
engineer with military jet engine
maker Pratt & Whitney, to the
city of Hamadan in northwest
Iran, authorities said.

A federal grand jury indicted
Khazaee, 59, Tuesday on two
counts of interstate transporta-
tion of stolen property. He faces
a maximum of 10 years in prison
and a fine of up to $250,000 on
each count.

In an affidavit summarizing the
evidence against Khazaee, a spe-
cial agent from the Department of
Homeland Security said the gov-
ernment found 44 boxes of mate-
rial that contained technical data
on military engines and the larg-
est weapons program in history,
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter.

“The documents contained lan-
guage regarding the technical
specifications of the JSF engine
program, as well as diagrams,
blueprints and other documenta-
tion relating to the inner workings
of the jet’s engine,” the affidavit
by special agent Breanne Chavez
said.

“Several of the documents also
bore markings indicating that
they were the property of at least
three defense contractors,” it
said. The companies are identi-
fied only as A, Band C.

Matthew C. Bates, spokesman
at Pratt & Whitney, confirmed
that his company is part of the
investigation.

opening.

The couple, who live in Cincin-
nati, claims the nurse made the
incision during the second stage
of Herbst’s labor, without inform-
ing Herbst or getting her consent.
During a follow-up visit, another
nurse told Herbst attempts to
repair the incision had been
unsuccessful.

Herbst alleges she is unable to
work as a professional opera sing-
er as a result of incontinence and
excessive gas, the lawsuit says.

Laura Boyd, a spokeswoman for

the hospital, said in an email that
the Army hasn’t had a chance to
review the complaint and that it
would be inappropriate to com-
ment on a pending lawsuit.

An attorney for Herbst, Charles
M. Allen, of Glen Allen, Va., said
in an email that Herbst will not
be able to perform until the in-
jury is repaired by surgery. The
couple have delayed the surgery
until they decide whether to have
more children, Allen said.

The Nashville Opera Compa-
ny’s website indicates Herbst is

a mezzo-soprano. Allen said she
performed in “Madame But-
terfly” in October 2012, a role
she was able to manage because
there were a limited number of
performances.

“Her incontinence makes per-
forming with any regularity im-
possible,” he wrote.

Her husband was a soldier at
Fort Campbell, on the Kentucky-
Tennessee state line, at the time
but has since left the Army. He is
a senior security engineer in Cin-
cinnati, Allen said.

Under the concept of sovereign
immunity, in which the govern-
ment may not be sued without its
permission for acts taken on be-
half of it, most people have high
legal hurdles to cross to bring
a lawsuit. Under Federal Tort
Claims Act, the government has
waived sovereign immunity if a
tortious act of a federal employee
causes damage.

The couple is seeking $2.5 mil-
lion in damages and costs. The
Herbsts filed the suit Jan. 16 in
federal court in Cincinnati.
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Kadena families fearful of contamination

Warnings trump
assurances over
tainted barrels

By Travis J. TRITTEN
AND CHIYOMI SUMIDA
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
The ongoing Japanese recovery
of herbicide- and dioxin-tainted
barrels just outside Kadena Air
Base alarmed hundreds of resi-
dents this week who fear for the
safety of children at adjacent on-
base schools.

After seven months of testing,
Japan’s government has found no
indication of wider soil or water
contamination, and the Air Force
has said base drinking water is
safe.

Those results were less than
reassuring for Kadena residents,
whose fears were fueled by dire
warnings from an advocate for
victims of herbicide contamina-
tion. They sought more informa-
tion, rallied on Facebook and
petitioned for a town hall meeting
as word spread that drums with
dioxin residue are buried within
sight of the schools.

Twenty-two empty Dow Chem-
ical drums have been unearthed
since June, and another 11 un-
identified containers have been
detected but remain buried at the
Japanese soccer field, which is
separated from Kadena’s Amelia
Earhart Intermediate School and
its playground by a raised ex-
pressway. The Bob Hope Prima-
ry School and the Kadena middle
and high schools are nearby.

The Web group of concerned
residents ballooned with more
than 400 new members Thursday.
Some reported health problems
after moving from the Air Force
base. Parents wondered about
pulling children out of school or
forcing them to drink only bottled
water.

“The thought went through my
head to home-school but I also did
not want to do anything sudden,”
said Sheri King, whose 8-year-
old daughter goes to Bob Hope
Primary School. “I have sent her
with bottled water ... I am not
sure what I'll do next week. I'll
probably send her with bottled
water.”

All three levels of the Japanese
government — Okinawa City, the
prefecture and the Ministry of
Defense — have conducted indi-
vidual testing on the drum resi-
due as well as soil and water in
the area.

The results found potentially
dangerous chemical traces in-
side and immediately around the
discarded drums. Soil and water
samples collected from across
the soccer field were found to be
safe.

Okinawa Prefecture also con-
ducted water tests on two wells
on Kadena and the base water-
shed at the ocean and detected no
dangerous levels of pollution.

Okinawa City and the Min-
istry of Defense separated the
soccer field into 23 sections and
performed independent pollution

q
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Survey stakes mark the Japanese soccer field where buried drums containing herbicide and dioxin
residue were found, while children play outside nearby Amelia Earhart Intermediate School on Kadena

Air Base, Okinawa.

tests on each one. The city and
ministry samples were analyzed
by separate labs and both found
the soil posed no danger.

The tests appear to be a strong
indicator that the chemical pollu-
tion has not spread to the rest of
the soccer field or surrounding
areas. A full survey of the soccer
field is not expected to be com-
pleted until March, the ministry
said.

Still, substances found at the
site can pose serious risks to
human health.

Samples from inside the bar-
rels contained highly toxic di-
oxin, which can cause cancer,
reproductive and developmental
problems, immune system dam-
age and hormone imbalances,
according to the World Health
Organization. Testing also found
the herbicide 2,4,5-trichloro-
phenoxyacetic acid, which was an
ingredient in U.S. defoliants but
was discontinued due to health
concerns.

Debate flared over whether
the drums could be evidence of
Agent Orange, a Vietnam-era de-
foliant contaminated with dioxin
that the U.S. claims was never
present on Okinawa. Dow Chemi-
cal, a producer of the wartime
herbicide, said the unearthed 30-
gallon drums were never used for
Agent Orange. One U.S. expert
said they likely contained base
garage and hospital waste.

Local concerns over the buried
drums were ignited again last
month by Agent Orange victims’
advocate Heather Bowser, who
warned Kadena residents in a let-
ter to the Japan Times newspaper
that dioxin in “nearby water was
840 times safe limits” — quoting
from recent reports in that paper.
She said base children may be
susceptible to “chronic B-cell
leukemias, diabetes mellitus type
2, multiple myeloma, Parkinson’s
disease, prostate cancer and re-
spiratory cancers.”

Bowser, who was born with
multiple birth defects and is co-
founder and national coordinator
of the Children of Vietnam Vet-
erans Health Alliance, told Stars
and Stripes that Kadena parents
have a right to know about the
findings outside the fence — and
whether there is any pollution
on the school grounds. The un-

earthed drums were first report-
ed in Stars and Stripes in June.

“I believe there is a danger of
having an openly contaminated
area near schools,” she said. “As
a parent myself, it is better to be
safe than sorry.”

That sentiment echoed across
Kadena this week. By Thurs-
day, many fearful parents and

resi were groping for more
information on pollution risks as
the defense school district and
the Air Force offered some assur-
ances but few details.

“We are aware of the situa-
tion and we are working very
closely with the military to gather
the facts,” Department of De-
fense Education Activity-Pacific
spokesman Charly Hoff said.

The school district deferred
questions to the Air Force, say-
ing it has the environmental ex-
pertise to handle any testing and
evaluation of pollution risks.

The Air Force has released
statements saying its environ-
mental department has found
base tap water safe to drink. It
did not immediately respond to
a Stars and Stripes request for
water and soil testing results for
the on-base school properties.

The lack of information on the
pollution at the soccer field was
the biggest frustration for some.
Posters on the Facebook page
wrote that official statements so
far were unconvincing, and they
pointed to the decades of pollu-
tion in drinking water at Camp
LeJeune, N.C., as proof of the
stakes.

“People are starting to panic a
little bit because they don’t know
what is going on,” said Jennifer
Hall, a Marine spouse and mem-
ber of the group who said her
child is slated to attend a Kade-
na school in the future. “I don’t
know what the effects are of the
barrels.”

tritten.travis@stripes.com
sumida.chiyomi@stripes.com
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Army ends relationship
with veteran-owned firm
securing Germany bases

By MarT MILLHAM
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germa-
ny — The U.S. Army has picked
German company Sicherheit Nord
to provide security at its instal-
lations in Germany, a move that
will effectively end the service’s
decadeslong relationship with the
veteran-owned Pond Security.

On Jan. 2, the Army awarded
Sicherheit Nord a $322 million,
multiyear security guard contract
that a company executive said
will be among the firm’s biggest.
Sicherheit Nord already provides
a similar service at German mili-
tary bases around the country.

Installation Management
Command-Europe, which over-
sees security at Army posts and
the guard contract, has yet to an-
nounce the change.

A spokeswoman for the Army
contracting unit that issued the
award verified that the Sicher-
heit Nord contract is a done deal.
Executives from both Pond Se-
curity and Sicherheit Nord ac-
knowledged that they’ve already
started planning for the change-
over, scheduled for the end of
May.

According to  contracting
documents posted on the U.S.
government’s Federal Business
Opportunities website, the dura-
tion of the contract will not exceed
59 months. The guards will man
the gates of all U.S. Army installa-
tions in Germany, a job currently

carried out by Pond Security.

The award comes as a major
blow to Pond, whose soon-to-
expire Army contract accounts
for about 80 percent of the com-
pany’s business, according to
Managing Director Daniel Pond.

Pond, a US. Army veteran,
started his company in 1983 with
12 guards. He gradually picked
up more and more work with
the Army, eventually becoming
the sole provider of contract se-
curity for the services’ posts in
Germany.

Pond still has a contract with
the U.S. Air Force and various
commercial accounts. But at the
end of May, “I'll be out of the
Army,” he said.

It’s not clear yet whether his
guards will face the same fate.

Pond said he’s advised his staff
to sign on with the new company.
But Sicherheit Nord’s managing
director, Sven Wackerhagen, said
his company doesn’t need Pond’s
help finding guards.

“We have already many people
who will do the job,” Wackerha-
gen said.

But the guards already man-
ning the Army’s gates “are very
welcome to apply with us,” he
said. “They are trained already,
which is good for us.”

For his part, Pond said he
doesn’t know how Sicherheit Nord
could find enough qualified guards
without hiring from his staff.

“There’s just nobody out there,”

US troops not affected by
major data theft in S. Korea

By AsHLEY ROWLAND
Stars and Stripes

SEOUL, South Korea — U.S.
troops appear to have been unaf-
fected by the massive theft of per-
sonal data from three major South
Korean credit card companies
that has affected tens of millions
and led to calls to overhaul infor-
mation protection measures.

U.S. Forces Korea said Thurs-
day that its Client Legal Services
has received no reports of ser-
vicemembers or dependents hav-
ing their South Korean financial
data stolen.

Prosecutors announced ear-
lier this month that an employee
working for an outsourcing firm
for Lotte Card and the credit card
divisions of NongHyup Financial
Group and KB Financial Group
had leaked data from 104 million
accounts.

According to South Korea’s
Yonhap News, the employee of
the Korea Credit Bureau, a per-
sonal credit ratings agency, was
indicted along with two others for
illegally obtaining confidential
data while working as temporary
consultants.

The Financial Services Com-
mission on Monday said no cases

of damage resulting from the
theft had been reported. Because
the stolen information did not in-
clude credit card passwords or
CVC codes, the commission said
it was unlikely the data could be
used for financial fraud.

News of the data breach has
caused something of a panic in
this heavily wired country of 49
million, where it is common for
people to hold multiple credit
cards. Local media reported
worried customers had jammed
phone lines and overwhelmed
bank websites. Millions had can-
celed or suspended credit card
accounts or requested new cards.

The scandal has led to the res-
ignations of financial executives
and promises by the government
to toughen penalties for leaking
personal information, in addition
to new measures meant to protect
data handling by financial firms,
according to news reports.

USFK said legal services can
offer assistance to those facing
legal difficulties related to iden-
tity theft and can advise clients
on how to get a free copy of their
credit report and repair their
credit. To schedule a legal consul-
tation, call DSN 738-8111.

rowland.ashley@stripes.com

Ben BLoKER/Stars and Stripes

Daniel Pond, founder and
managing director of Pond
Security, speaks in his Erlensee,
Germany, office in 2007.

Pond said.

Guards on the Army contract
are required to speak English
and have to pass physical fitness
and drug tests as well as back-
ground checks. “When we try
to recruit now, maybe from 100
telephone calls, we get maybe 10
or 15 people who are qualified,”
Pond said.

Wackerhagen said Sicherheit
Nord plans to start with about
1,200 guards — roughly 600 fewer
than Pond said he employs on the
current contract. Sicherheit Nord
would increase gradually to a
maximum of about 1,500 guards,
according to Wackerhagen.

It’s unclear whether Sicherheit
Nord will match Pond’s salaries.
Wackerhagen said Sicherheit
Nord will pay “at least tariff” —
an agreement that sets minimum
wages and salaries for employees
in particular industries through-
out Germany.

Stars and Stripes reporter Marcus
Kloeckner contributed to this report.
millham.matthew@stripes.com
Twitter: @mattmillham

Report: Training
misstep caused
Marines’ deaths

By ALLEN G. BREED
AND MICHAEL BIESECKER
The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — An ex-
plosion that killed seven Camp
Lejeune Marines during a
nighttime training exercise was
the result of human error and
insufficient training, accord-
ing to the results of a military
investigation.

Lt. Adam Flores, a spokesman
for the Lejeune-based 2nd Ma-
rine Division, said Wednesday
that the investigation found the
deadly March 18 explosion was
triggered when a Marine dropped
a second round into an already-
loaded mortar tube during a live-
fire exercise. Two officers and a
noncommissioned officer were
relieved of command following
the explosion at Hawthorne Army
Depot in Nevada.

Those killed ranged in age
from 19 to 26. Seven additional
Marines and a Navy sailor also
were wounded in the blast.

The investigation determined
that the 60 mm mortar functioned
properly and that the weapon sys-

tem is safe when used as designed
by properly trained Marines. Ma-
rine officials said last year that
the explosion was the result of
“human error,” but did not pro-
vide details of what caused the
blast.

Flores said Wednesday that the
Marines were firing the 60 mm
mortar in “manual mode,” mean-
ing someone had to pull a trigger
to set off the round. The weapon
also can be set up in a fixed posi-
tion and fired by simply dropping
around down the tube.

“There was a round that was
already in and they had begun to
feed the second round in before
the first mortar (round) had been
fired,” Flores said.

The Marine investigation con-
cluded that four factors contrib-
uted to the tragedy: inadequate
training and preparation for the
complexity of the exercise; im-
proper mortar gunnery com-
mands and firing procedures;
a “perceived sense of urgency
and resultant haste” during the
exercise; and a systemic lack of
supervision.

TRAUMATIC BRAIN
INJURIES
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2 Marines posthumously
awarded the Navy Cross

By JoN HARPER
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Two Ma-
rine Corps special operators were
posthumously awarded the Navy
Cross on Saturday for their ac-
tions during an insider attack in
Afghanistan.

Capt. Matthew P. Manoukian
and Staff Sgt. Sky R. Mote were
assigned to the 1st Marine Special
Operations Battalion in support
of Operating Enduring Freedom
when they came under hostile
fire from an Afghan police offi-
cer inside their tactical operations
center in Helmand province, Af-
ghanistan, on Aug. 10, 2012, ac-
cording to a Marine Corps press
release.

Manoukian, the team com-
mander, and Mote, an explosive
ordnance disposal technician,
each received the Navy Cross be-
cause they intentionally exposed
themselves to hails of gunfire to
enable their comrades to escape
the shooter.

Manoukian, 29, from Los Altos

Hills, Calif., was working in the
operations center when AK-47 as-
sault rifle bullets ripped through
the walls and partitions of the op-
erations room. He immediately
ordered his Marines to move out
of harm’s way as he engaged the
enemy. After another Marine was
critically wounded, Manoukian
made himself the shooter’s pri-
mary target to protect other Ma-
rines. He continued engaging the
enemy, despite being outgunned,
until he was mortally wounded,
according to a Marine Corps ac-
count of the assault.

“Manoukian courageously
drew heavy fire upon himself,
disrupting the enemy pursuit of
his comrades and providing them
the security needed to get to safe-
ty, ultimately saving their lives,”
the Marine Corps said.

During the rampage, Mote, 27,
from El Dorado, Calif, stepped
forward and attracted the shoot-
er’s attention, which halted the
enemy’s pursuit of other Ma-
rines. He remained exposed and
engaged the shooter who was only

S yards away. Mote kept up the at-
tack, despite having been shot,
until he was killed, according to
a Marine Corps description of
Mote’s actions.

“Mote’s heroic and selfless ac-
tions halted the enemy assault
on his teammates enabling their
escape, which ultimately forced
the enemy to withdraw. Mote’s
selfless act safeguarded his com-
rades from being killed or in-
jured,” the Marine Corps said in
the press release.

Marine Gunnery Sgt. Ryan Je-
schke, 31, of Herndon, Va., was
also killed in the attack, accord-
ing to the Defense Department.

The Afghan gunman fled the
scene and joined the Taliban, ac-
cording to reports.

The incident in which Ma-
noukian and Mote earned their
awards for bravery was just one
of many involving Afghan police
and army personnel turning their
guns on U.S. servicemembers
and NATO forces. There were
44 insider attacks in 2012 alone,
and they resulted in 61 coalition

Capt. Matthew P. Manoukian

deaths. Those 61 fatalities consti-
tuted 15 percent of total coalition
deaths that year, according to the
Long War Journal, which com-
piles statistics related to the war
in Afghanistan.

The U.S. military referred to
those incidents as “green on blue”
attacks. The alarming rate of oc-
currence eventually compelled
commanders to implement a se-
ries of new security procedures in
the latter part of 2012 to mitigate
the risk. The number of insider
attacks has declined significantly
since the measures were put in
place.

The Navy Cross is the second-
highest award for valor that a Ma-
rine can receive, just below the
Medal of Honor. It is rarely given

-
Staff Sgt. Sky R. Mote

out, and must be approved by
the Secretary of the Navy before
being awarded. Only 16 Marines,
including Mote and Manoukian,
have received the Navy Cross for
actions undertaken during Op-
eration Enduring Freedom. In
the seven-year history of Marine
Special Operations Command,
only two other Marines attached
to MARSOC have received the
award, according to the Marine
Corps.

Major Gen. Mark Clark, the
commander of MARSOC, pre-
sented the awards to the families
of Manoukian and Mote during
a ceremony Saturday at Camp
Pendleton, Calif.

harper.jon@stripes.com
Twitter: @JHarperStripes

Sexual assault prevention, response
training: What works, what doesn’t?

By JENNIFER HLAD
Stars and Stripes

SAN DIEGO — As the head
of the Navy’s 21st Century Sail-
or Office talks to sailors about
what sexual assault prevention
and response training works and
what doesn’t, a clear theme has
emerged: No one likes Power-
Point presentations.

Sailors are very positive about
small group training, actors dem-
onstrating different scenarios
and how to respond, new videos
targeted to specific environments
in the Navy and other types of
training, said Rear Adm. Sean
Buck. But computer-based train-
ing and PowerPoint productions
are not high on anyone’s list.

Buck said he has had “phe-
nomenal response” when he asks
sailors about sexual assault pre-
vention training. “Nobody’s shy
about this topic,” he said. “It was
very heartening to me to see how
well informed they were about
sexual assault and preventing it,
as well as how passionate they
are to get this problem out of our
Navy.”

Buck last week kicked off a six-
month world tour of Navy bases
in San Diego, where he met with
sailors and talked about the vari-
ety of programs his office covers.

The 21st Century Sailor Office
covers a range of readiness and
resiliency programs that encom-
pass “the total fitness of the sail-
or,” Buck said, including sexual
assault prevention and response,
suicide prevention, alcohol and

substance abuse prevention, sexu-
al harassment prevention, hazing
and bullying prevention, physical
fitness and family programs.

Buck believes the best ideas
about those issues will come from
the fleet.

“Sailors will take this into their
own hands and solve it them-
selves,” he said. “I'm the guy who
can resource their efforts.”

Many sailors are working to
combat many of the problems
Buck’s office addresses. Young
sailors around the world have
voluntarily started more than
300 chapters of a group called the
Coalition of Sailors Against De-
structive Decisions, a group that
works to educate other sailors
about safe decision-making and
fun activities they can participate
in during time off that do not in-
clude alcohol, Buck said.

Buck believes the numbers
show that some of the training is
working. The fiscal 2013 numbers
will not be released until spring,
but Buck said unrestricted re-
ports of sexual assault were up 46
percent over fiscal 2012. There
were 527 unrestricted reports of
sexual assault in the Navy in fis-
cal 2012, a 29 percent increase
from the previous year.

“We anticipated alarge number
of reports, an increase in report-
ing,” Buck said, as sailors gain
more confidence in the system
and victims are no longer afraid
they will be retaliated against for
reporting a crime.

“That’s the anecdotal feedback

that we’re getting from scores
and scores of sailors, that they
have a huge trust in their leader-
ship, that they’re now partofa ...
team that will take their reports
seriously,” he said. He added that
the trust “was not necessarily the
feelings of the past.”

Still, there are obstacles.

The annual report of sexual as-
saults at the military academies
showed a high percentage of re-
stricted reports — reports that
allow the victim to seek medical
help or therapy but not pursue
legal action against the offender.
Victims who file a restricted re-
port can later choose to make the
report unrestricted.

At the Naval Academy, 11 of
the 15 reported sexual assaults
remained restricted at the end of
the year.

Buck said it illustrates the issue
of peer pressure at the service
academies.

“We still have work to do in that
regard to help the midshipmen,”
he said, and much of it comes
down to bystander intervention
and taking care of one another.

“One of the hardest things that
you can do is hold a peer account-
able, to step in and intervene, try
to keep a peer, friend, shipmate
or family member from making
a destructive decision,” he said.
“The more that we can encourage
and train and help our sailors be-
come bystanders, the quicker we
will solve these problems.”
hiad jennifer@stripes.com
Twitter: @jhlad

By Leo SHANE IIT
Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Senate
Veterans Affairs Committee
Chairman Sen. Bernie Sand-
ers, I-Vt,, is confident that law-
makers from both parties will
support the initiatives in his
wide-ranging legislative pack-
age for veterans if it comes up
for a chamber vote next week.

Senate leaders still haven't
settled on how they’ll pay for its
$30 billion price tag, and that
decision will likely determine
its future in the House.

Senate Majority Leader
Sen. Harry Reid, D-Nev., has
promised the bill — which
covers dozens of changes to
Department of Veterans Af-
fairs appropriations, veterans
education benefits and post-
military health care — will be
brought up for a vote “as quick-
ly as possible.”

How to pay for the legislation
hasn’t been worked out. Sand-
ers said his staff is looking at
tapping into overseas contin-
gency funding as the most like-
ly option, saying he sees plenty
of waste and excess in that ac-
count that could be redirected
for the post-war needs of vet-
erans. However, that’s unlikely
to gather Republlcan support
in the House, since leadership
there has resisted tapping into
overseas resources to pay for
new programs.

Republicans have blasted
Democratic efforts to use an-

Senator: Vet bill will get
support despite price tag

nual reductions in contingency
spending to offset new spend-
ing, arguing that the approach
is nothmg more than a budget-
ing gimmick.

About $6 billion of the $30
billion cost would go toward re-
storing a 1 percent reduction in
annual cost-of-living increases
for working-age military retir-
ees. That proposal was includ-
ed in the recent deal and drew
the ire of veterans groups, who
called it an unfair cut on a pop-
ulation that has already sacri-
ficed private sector wages and
careers to serve the country.

Numerous lawmakers have
proposed repealing the cut,
but none has found broad con-
sensus on how to cover that $6
billion.

Sanders said he’s confident
Senate leadership will find a
way to pay for the measure,
and that rolling all of the legis-
lative proposals into a massive,
single bill won’t hurt its chanc-
es of passage.

The Senate Armed Services
Committee is scheduled to re-
view the military retirement
changes Jan. 28 in a hearing
featuring veterans advocates
and DOD officials. Sanders
said he is unsure when the vote
will take place, but noted that
the attention from the hearing
will help highlight the need for
aretirement fix and more com-
prehensive help for veterans.
shane.leo@stripes.com
Twitter: @LeoShane
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Judge orders networks
to turn over footage in
Naval Academy case

By PameLA Woop
The Baltimore Sun

BALTIMORE — A military
judge has ordered CNN and CBS
to turn over unaired footage of
interviews with a Naval Academy
midshipman who was the alleged
victim of sexual assault at an off-
campus party in 2012.

Marine Corps Col. Daniel J.
Daugherty ordered the TV net-
works on Wednesday to provide a
portion of footage that he deemed
‘was not duplicative of other inter-
views and testimony from the fe-
male midshipman. The footage is
sought by attorneys for Midship-
man Joshua Tate, of Nashville,
who is facing a March court-
martial on charges of aggravated
sexual assault and making a false
statement.

Charges were dropped against
two other midshipmen who were
initially accused; one has since
graduated and been commis-
sioned as a Navy officer, the other
is expected to testify at Tate’s
court-martial.

Interviews with both networks
were recorded in 2013, before
criminal cases were initiated
against the three midshipmen,
all former members of the Navy
football team. CBS aired about
five minutes of a 45-minute inter-
view with the alleged victim. CNN
aired 11 minutes from about 55
minutes of interviews.

In his order, Daugherty wrote
that the alleged victim has ac-
knowledged that she is the person
in the interviews, even though
her identity in the footage was
obscured.

He also wrote that the footage is
relevant in legal arguments about
the alleged victim’s memories of
the night in question and about her
credibility and the consistency of
her statements over time.

Jason Ehrenberg, Tate’s lead ci-
vilian attorney, said he expects the
networks to appeal to the Navy-
Marine Corps Court of Criminal
Appeals. The judge gave the net-
works 72 hours to appeal.

“I get the sense that the net-
works will appeal and we prob-
ably won't be getting our hands
on anything in the near future,”
Ehrenberg said.

CBS News spokeswoman Sonya
McNair said the network is con-
sidering an appeal.

CNN did not immediately re-
spond to a request for comment
Wednesday evening. An attorney
for the alleged victim declined to
comment.

As Tate’s court-martial ap-
proaches, the Naval Academy’s
superintendent, Vice Adm. Mi-
chael H. Miller, is expected to
testify Friday in a pretrial hear-
ing on how he decided whether
to prosecute the three accused
midshipmen.

AF secretary sees ‘morale
issues’ in US nuclear force

The Associated Press

MINOT AIR FORCE BASE,
N.D. — The top civilian leader
in the Air Force said Wednesday
she has “picked up on morale is-
sues” among airmen and officers
in charge of the nation’s nuclear
force but remains confident in its
mission.

Air Force Secretary Debo-
rah Lee James visited Minot Air
Force Base, the latest in a string
of stops from high-level officials
in response to various blunders
at the military installations that
care for the nation’s nuclear arse-
nal. She visited F.E. Warren Air
Force Base at Cheyenne, Wyo.,
on Tuesday and Malmstrom Air
Force Base in Great Falls, Mont.,
on Tuesday and Wednesday.

The fact-finding tour, in re-
sponse to cheating and drug scan-
dals the Air Force announced last
week as well as a string of other
missteps The Associated Press re-
vealed in 2013, is aimed at finding
the breadth of problems within
the force that operates the nation’s
Minuteman 3 nuclear missiles.

“I certainly wish that this
would not have happened, but it
did happen and it’s a problem,”
James said of the cheating and
drugs.

Despite the problems, James
told reporters she has “full confi-
dence in the nuclear mission.”

#| certainly wish
that this would not
have happened, but
it did happen and
it's a problem. ?

Deborah Lee James
Air Force secretary

During her visit to Malmstrom,
she said she believes the airmen
are motivated and committed to
their work, but there are unique
stressors that affect morale
among nuclear force, The Great
Falls Tribune reported.

In Cheyenne, James addressed
a large crowd at the F.E. War-
ren base and met with airmen in
smaller sessions, the Wyoming
Tribune Eagle reported. She said
she heard concerns about the ca-
reer implications of missing an
answer or two on the command’s
monthly tests.

Gen. Mark Welsh, the Air
Force chief of staff, who accom-
panied James on her base visits,
said last week that while he is
confident in the security of the
nuclear missiles, the drug and
cheating probes show that “the
integrity issue clearly has got to
be a concern.”

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps

Marines and sailors with Special-Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force Crisis Response help U.S.
citizens into a Marine Corps KC-130J Hercules airplane in Juba, South Sudan, during an evacuation of
personnel from the U.S. Embassy on Jan. 3.

US looks to build up crisis
response force for Africa

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany —The
Marine Corps’ 500-strong crisis
response team based in southern
Spain could soon be growing as
part of an effort to beef up the
military’s ability to respond to
flash points in volatile African
hot spots.

The U.S. has formally request-
ed permission from the Spanish
government to expand the Ma-
rine reaction force by 50 percent
and extend its presence in Moron,
Spain, by one more year, accord-
ing to the Spanish newspaper El
Pais.

The request was made during
Spanish Prime Minister Maria-
no Rajoy’s visit last week to the
‘White House, the paper reported.

During that visit, President
Barack Obama thanked the Span-
ish government for its support in
hosting U.S. forces in the country
and mentioned the opportunity
for more collaboration on mili-

tary matters.

“We thanked the Prime Min-
ister and his government as well
as the opposition in Spain for the
support they have for our work
together, including hosting some
of our military operations and
facilities, which allow us I think
to protect our embassies and to
deal with issues of counter-ter-
rorism,” Obama said, accord-
ing to a White House transcript.
“And we pledged to continue to
try to improve and deepen what
is already a very strong defense
relationship.”

According to El Pais, the tem-
porary nature of the bilateral bas-
ing agreement means the Spanish
government could approve an
increase of between 750 and 900
Marines without modifying the
current agreement.

The effort to bolster the Ma-
rines presence comes at a time of
unrest in numerous parts of Af-
rica, including South Sudan, Mali
and the Central African Republic,
as well as ungoverned territory

across much of the Sahel.

Earlier this month, Moron-
based Marines deployed in Af-
rica were called on to assist in the
evacuation of U.S. Embassy staff
in South Sudan, a country teeter-
ing on the brink of civil war. The
unit also has been placed on alert
in connection with hostilities in
other parts of the continent.

The unit, a Special Purpose
Marine Air Ground Task Force,
possesses significant airlift ca-
pabilities, including KC-130s and
tilt-rotor Ospreys, which take
off like helicopters and fly like
airplanes.

The Marines have a similar
MAGTTF in southern Italy, which
focuses mainly on training mis-
sions with African militaries. The
MAGTF combines airlift capa-
bilities and ground forces under
a single commander, making it
an ideal force for executing op-
erations on the sprawling African
continent.

vandiver.john@stripes.com
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Poll shows
a drop in
nation’s
uninsured

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The nation’s
uninsured rate dropped modestly
this month as the major coverage
expansion under the new health
care law got underway, accord-
ing to a closely watched survey
released Thursday.

The Gallup-Healthways Well-
Being Index found that the unin-
sured rate for U.S. adults dropped
by 1.2 percentage points in Janu-
ary, to 16.1 percent. The blg-

Protesters line up outs|de the prlson walls in
of Mexican national Edgar Tamayo would proceed. Tamayo was convicted

gest change was for
people, a drop of 6.7 percentage
points. That was followed by a 2.6
percentage-point decline for non-
whites. Traditionally, both groups
are far more likely to be uninsured
than the population as a whole.

The survey found no apprecia-
ble change among young adults
ages 18-34. Members of that cov-
eted, low-cost demographic have
been ambivalent about signing up
so far.

Based on interviews with more
than 9,000 people, the Gallup
numbers could be the first evi-
dence that core provisions of the
much-debated law have started
delivering on the promise of ac-
cess for nearly all Americans.

The overall drop in the unin-
sured rate would translate to ap-
proximately 2 million to 3 million
people gaining coverage.

Major elements of the health
care law took effect with the new
year. Virtually all Americans are
now required to get covered or
risk fines. Insurers can no lon-
ger turn away people with health
problems. New state-based mar-
kets are offering taxpayer-subsi-
dized insurance to middle-class
households.

Medicaid sign-ups are also
rising. That’s partly because of
a program expansion accepted
by half the states and partly as
a consequence of previously eli-
gible but unenrolled people now
forced to comply with the law’s
individual coverage mandate.

“The uninsured rate had been
expected to come down as the Af-
fordable Care Act was implement-
ed,” said Frank Newport, Gallup’s
editor in chief. “That would be the
most reasonable hypothesis.”

Nonetheless, Newport said it
could take a calendar quarter —
three months — to discern a full
trend. Other factors could also be
behind the shift, including an im-
proving economy.

“It’s a drop, but not extraordi-
nary,” Newport said. “The glass
is half full for proponents of the
Affordable Care Act because
things are moving in the right
direction. But the glass is half
empty because things haven’t
moved much.”

Pat SuLLIvAN/AP

word

of kullmg a Houston police officer 20 years ago.

Despite pressure, Texas
executes Mexican national

By MICHAEL GRACZYK
The Associated Press

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — A
Mexican national has been ex-
ecuted in Texas for killing a Hous-
ton police officer, despite pleas
and diplomatic pressure from
the Mexican government and the
U.S. State Department to halt the
punishment.

Edgar Tamayo, 46, received a

just before

‘The execution of Mr. Tamayo violates
the United States’ treaty commitments,
threatens the nation’s foreign policy
interests and undermines the safety of all

Americans abroad. ?

Sandra L. Babcock and Maurie Levin

lawyers for Edgar Tamayo

lethal injection Wednesday night
for the January 1994 fatal shoot-
ing of Officer Guy Gaddis, 24.

Asked by a warden if he had a
final statement, he mumbled “no’
and shook his head. As the lethal
dose of pentobarbital began tak-
ing effect, he took a few breaths
and then made one slightly au-
dible snore before all movement
stopped. He was pronounced dead
17 minutes after the drug was ad-
ministered, at 9:32 p.m. CST.

The execution, the first this
year in the nation’s most active
death penalty state, was delayed
more than three hours while the
U.S. Supreme Court considered
last-ditch appeals.

Tamayo never looked toward
Gaddis’s mother, two brothers and
two other relatives who watched
through a window.

The execution came after the
Supreme Court and lower fed-
eral courts rejected last-day ap-
peals and Texas officials spurned
arguments that Tamayo’s case
was tainted because he wasn’t
informed, under an international
agreement, that he could get legal
help from the Mexican consul-
ate after his arrest in the officer’s
slaying.

The Texas Board of Pardons
and Paroles rejected Tamayo’s re-

quest for clemency on Tuesday.

“It doesn’t matter where you’re
from,” said Lucy Nashed, spokes-
woman for Gov. Rick Perry. “If
you commit a despicable crime
like this in Texas, you are sub-
ject to our state laws, including a
fair trial by jury and the ultimate
penalty.”

Tamayo’s lawyers, Sandra L.
Babcock and Maurie Levin, issued
a statement after the Supreme
Court’s ruling, saying Perry and
Attorney General Greg Abbott “ig-
nored promises they made to our
nation’s leaders that they would
ensure review of Mr. Tamayo's
consular rights violation.”

“The execution of Mr. Tamayo
violates the United States’ trea-
ty commitments, threatens the
nation’s foreign policy interests
and undermines the safety of all
Americans abroad,” Babcock and
Levin also said.

The Mexican government ear-
lier this week said it “strongly op-
posed” the execution.

Gaddis, who had been on the
force for two years, was driving
Tamayo and another man from
a robbery scene when the officer
was shot three times in the head
and neck with a pistol Tamayo
had concealed in his pants. The

car crashed, and Tamayo fled on
foot but was captured a few blocks
away, still in handcuffs, carrying
the robbery victim’s watch and
wearing the victim’s necklace.
Mexican officials and Tamayo’s
attorneys contend he was protect-
ed under a provision of the 1963
Vienna Convention on Consular
Relations. Legal assistance guar-
anteed under that treaty could
have uncovered evidence to con-
test the capital murder charge or
provide evidence to keep Tamayo
off death row, they said.
Secretary of State John Kerry
previously asked Abbott to delay
Tamayo’s punishment, saying it
“could impact the way Ameri-
can citizens are treated in other
countries” The State Depart-
ment repeated that stance earlier
Wednesday but had no immediate
comment following the execution.
Another of Gaddis’s brothers,
Gary, said it was “unfortunate this
has become a political event.”
“But we're here to remind the
public who the true victim is in
this crime and to warn the public
that John Kerry has no right to try
to change the locks of the Supreme
Court and turn the keys over to
the international community,” he
said.

Poll: Obama
is nice guy
and a so0-so
president

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Nice guy,
s0-so0 president.

Taking stock of President
Barack Obama at the five-year
mark in his term, less than a third
of Americans consider him to be
an above-average chief executive.
Nearly twice as many find him
likable.

A new Associated Press-GfK
Poll finds the president’s personal
image to be on the rebound after
taking a hit during the govern-
ment shutdown late last year, with
58 percent now sizing him up as
very or somewhat likable. That’s
up 9 percentage points from Oc-
tober, just after the shutdown.

Yet as Obama prepares to stand
before Americans for his annual
State of the Union address on
Tuesday, people are largely pes-
simistic about the country’s di-
rection, down on the condition
of the economy and doubtful it
will bounce back anytime soon.
Unemployment? Seventy percent
think it will go higher or stay the
same.

Obama “wasn’t a total disap-
pointment,” said Joshua Parker,
37, a small businessman in Smyr-
na, Tenn. “He didn’t put us into a
Great Depression.

“He would probably be a guy I
would like to hang out with if he
wasn’t president,” Parker said.
“But I like a lot of people who are
not qualified to be president.”

On the cusp of his sixth year
in office, Obama is far removed
from those heady days before
his first inauguration, when two-
thirds of Americans predicted
he’d be an outstanding or above-
average president.

Now, 31 percent think he’s been
outstanding or above average, a
quarter size him up as average,
and 42 percent describe his presi-
dency as below average or poor.

The ranks of those who believe
he’s been outstanding or above
average have edged down 6 points
since just after Obama’s re-elec-
tion in November 2012, reflecting
slippage in how he’s viewed by
Democrats, particularly liberals.

While Obama’s likability num-
bers have recovered somewhat,
doubts about his decisiveness and
honesty persist. More than half
of Americans wouldn’t describe
him as decisive or honest. Fifty-
two percent don’t find him par-
ticularly inspiring.

The AP-GfK Poll was conduct-
ed Jan. 17-21, using Knowledge-
Panel, GfK’s probability-based
online panel designed to be rep-
resentative of the U.S. population.
It involved online interviews with
1,060 adults. The survey has a
margin of sampling error of plus
or minus 3.9 percentage points
for all respondents.
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Board urges end to NSA phone data spying

By STEPHEN BRAUN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A sharply
divided U.S. government task
force that reviewed the National
Security Agency’s surveillance
program for four months has
urged President Barack Obama to
shut down the agency’s bulk col-
lection of phone data and purge its
massive inventory of millions of
Americans’ calling records, The
Associated Press has learned.

The recommendation from the
Privacy and Civil Liberties Over-

sight Board to abandon the NSA’s
phone surveillance was even more
sweeping than a similar proposal
from another panel of experts.
That panel, the Review Group on
Intelligence and Communications
Technologies, advised Obama in
December to restrict phone sur-
veillance to limited court-ordered
sweeps.

The oversight board’s new 234-
page report — a copy of which was
obtained by the AP — contained
several strong dissents from two
members of the five-member
board — former Bush adminis-

tration national security lawyers
who recommended that the gov-
ernment retain its broad phone
surveillance authority. The board
disclosed key parts of its report to
Obama earlier this month before
he unveiled his plans during a
speech last week to the nation.

In that speech, Obama said the
bulk phone collection program
would continue for the time being.
He directed the Justice Depart-
ment and intelligence officials to
find ways to end the government’s
control over the phone data. And
he narrowed the NSA’s bulk col-

lection by insisting on close su-
pervision by a secret federal
intelligence court and reducing
the wide chain of calls that the
NSA may track. Phone companies
have said they do not want to take
responsibility for overseeing the
data.

Warning that the NSA’s mas-
sive daily intake of calling records
“raises serious threats to privacy
and civil liberties,” a three-mem-
ber majority of the oversight
board said the government should
end the surveillance program and
“purge the database of telephone

records that have been collected
and stored during the program’s
operation.” The board said the
NSA should instead seek records
directly from phone service
providers using “existing legal
authorities.”

The NSA’s surveillance pro-
grams and other operations began
coming to light last year — and
drawing intense criticism — after
revelations fueled by an estimated
1.7 million documents taken by
former NSA systems analyst Ed-
ward Snowden and handed over to
several journalists.

NY boy killed
in fire hailed
as hero for

saving family

The Associated Press

PENFIELD, NY. — A young
boy who died while trying to
rescue his disabled grandfather
from a burning mobile home had
saved the lives of six relatives
after being awoken by a burning
blanket, authorities said.

Tyler Doohan, 8, was being
called a hero by firefighters on
Wednesday, two days after the
early morning fire tore through
the grandfather’shomein atrailer
park in Penfield, killing the boy,
his grandfather and his uncle. Six
other relatives — four adults and
children ages 4 and 6 — were res-
cued because of Tyler’s actions,
officials said.

“He saved six people. They
all would have died if he hadn’t
woken up,” said Chris Ebmeyer,
chief of the volunteer fire compa-
ny in Penfield, a suburban town
of 36,000 residents.

The fire chief said nine people
were staying at the 14-foot-by-60-

Jamie GErmaNO, THE RocHeSTER (N.Y.) DEmMOCRAT AND

Firefighters investigate a fatal fire in a mobile home in Penfield, N.Y.

foot trailer when the fire started
around 4:45 a.m. Monday. Tyler,
spending the night at his grand-
father’s place because school was
off for Martin Luther King Jr.
Day, was awoken when the blan-
ket covering his sleeping 4-year-
old cousin caught fire, Ebmeyer
said.

Tyler woke up six of his rela-
tives, and they all made it outside.
He then ran back to the room
where his grandfather, Lewis

Beach, 57, was sleeping. Beach
used a wheelchair and crutches
after having a leg amputated be-
cause of health problems, the fire
chief said.

Firefighters found Tyler’s body
a few feet from Beach’s, Ebmeyer
said. The body of Tyler’s uncle,
Steven Smith, 54, was found in
another part of the trailer, which
didn’t appear to have a working
smoke detector, he said.

‘A Monroe County sheriff’s dep-

Watchdog:
Civil rights
and liberties
eroded in '13

By PETER JAMES SPIELMANN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Civil rights
and liberties around the world
declined for the eighth straight
year, dragged down by the Egyp-
tian military’s coup, Venezuela
clinging to authoritarianism and
Russia’s crackdown on opposition
groups, according to a pro-de-

uty and a firefighter arrived at
the scene within a minute of the
dispatch call, but the trailer was
already engulfed in flames and
smoke, Ebmeyer said. The first
fire crew to arrive tried to enter
the trailer but was driven back,
he said.

The cause of the blaze appears
to have been electrical in origin,
but the inquiry was continuing as
investigators interviewed the in-
jured relatives, Ebmeyer said.

Telescope finds

By Avricia CHANG
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — The largest
object in the asteroid belt just got
more attractive. Scientists have
confirmed signs of water on the
dwarf planet Ceres, one of the few
bodies in the solar system to hold
that distinction.

Peering through the Herschel
Space Observatory, a team led
by the European Space Agency
detected water plumes spewing
from two regions on Ceres.

The observations, published in
Thursday’s issue of Nature, come
as NASA’s Dawn spacecraft is set
to arrive at the Texas-sized dwarf
planet next year.

It’s long been suspected that
Ceres is water-rich, but previous
detections have been inconclu-
sive. This is the first definitive
evidence of water on Ceres and
confirms that it has an icy sur-

definitive signs of water on dwarf planet Ceres

InsTITUT DE MECANIQUE CELESTE ET DE CaLCUL DES EPHEMERIDES/AP

This artist’s rendering shows water plumes spewing from the

surface of the dwarf planet Ceres.

face, said lead author Michael
Kuppers, of the European Space
Agency.

“It makes Ceres a more excit-
ing target” for exploration, he
said.

The latest finding puts Ceres
in a special class of solar system
objects with active plumes of
water, a key ingredient for life.
The company includes Jupiter’s
moon, Europa — where an under-
ground ocean is believed to exist
— and the Saturn moon Encel-
adus, where jets have been seen
venting from the surface.

The source of the water plumes
is still unclear. Scientists think
there may be a layer of ice just
below the surface that gets heated
by the sun, or the plumes could be
spewed by ice volcanoes.

Dawn won’t be in the best posi-
tion to witness any water activity
since it will arrive at a time when
Ceres is far from the sun. But the
spacecraft carries instruments
that can detect water and it will
map the dwarf planet in detail,
said Dawn deputy project scien-
tist Carol Raymond, who had no
role in the telescope discovery.

mocracy hdog group.

The erosion of civil liberties
and rights in 2013 was also driven
by vicious civil wars or terror-
ism campaigns in Syria, Central
African Republic, South Sudan,
Afghanistan, Somalia, Iraq and
Yemen, Freedom House said
Thursday.

The report showed 54 nations
showed declines in political rights
and civil liberties, and 40 showed
gains — the eighth year in a row
that erosion exceeded improve-
ment and the longest stretch
since the first Freedom House
democracy report was published
41 years ago.

A year ago, the Washing-
ton-based Freedom House had
pointed to the pro-democratic
Arab Spring rallies in Cairo since
2011 as a hopeful sign for reform
in Egypt and urged Washington
to encourage the trend. Instead,
it resulted in a coup deposing
democratically elected President
Mohamed Morsi, of the Muslim
Brotherhood.

“The United States has influ-
ence in Egypt, we give the Egyp-
tian military major assistance,
yet we have been unwilling to
even describe what happened as
a coup,” said Arch Puddington,
Freedom House’s research direc-
tor. “And Secretary of State John
Kerry has said, on Aug. 1, that
Maj. Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi
and the force now in power are
‘restoring democracy.’

“We see developments in Egypt
since the coup as a major step
backward,” Puddington said.
“Conditions in Egypt are danger-
ously close to conditions under
Hosni Mubarak before the Arab
Spring.”
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Abortion foes brave
cold to join March for
Life in Washington

By MICHELLE BOORSTEIN
AND CAROL MORELLO
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Friars and
nuns in woolen, winter capes and
thousands of fellow Catholics ral-
lied Wednesday in frigid tempera-
tures and snow at the 41st annual
March for Life.

The world’s largest anti-
abortion event, held on the anni-
versary of the Supreme Court’s
Roe v. Wade decision, grows
younger each year. The Mall be-
tween Seventh Street and the
Washington Monument was full
for a few hours with youth groups
from across the eastern half of
the country.

Abortion has been legal in the
United States for these young
people’s entire lives, and the
movement’s leaders say the latest
generation of activists is creating
a more upbeat culture. Graphic
images of fetuses and angry ser-
mons shouted through bullhorns
were rare Wednesday. Instead,
the Mall was filled with people
holding placards with such slo-
gans as “We are the pro-life gen-
eration” and large images of a
smiling Pope Francis. Speakers
pumped out dance music.

Although most marchers are
Catholic, particularly members
of high school and college groups
from parochial schools and Catho-
lic universities, organizers closed
the event with a well-known non-
Catholic — evangelical leader
James Dobson, who appeared

with his adopted son.

This year’s theme was adop-
tion, an effort to show more em-
pathy to mothers, said Jeanne
Monahan, president of the March
for Life Education and Defense
Fund.

March leaders are working to
broaden the march — arguably
the anti-abortion movement’s
public face — from being largely
Catholic, white and often heavy
with Republican speakers and
GOP-leaning signs in the crowd.
Political speeches this year were
shortened, and Monahan did
away with video welcomes from
politicians.

Brendan O’Rourke, 28, was
marching up Pennsylvania Av-
enue with 70 others from the
Diocese of Columbus, Ohio. The
youth pastor said he doesn’t think
abortion has to be a divisive
issue — or one based on religious
precepts.

“I'm not anti-abortion for re-
ligious reasons,” said O’Rourke,
who wore a sticker saying “I'm
worth waiting for.”

“We can’t all agree when life
begins, but there’s a good chance
there’s a life in there,” he said.
“It seems better to be on the safe
side.”

The March for Life is the cul-
mination each year of several
days of meetings and Masses
and training sessions for abor-
tion opponents. Included was a
workshop Wednesday morning
for anti-abortion bloggers at the
Family Research Council.
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Supporters and opponents of abortion rights demonstrate
outside i
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March for Life.
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Brittany and Michael Dioszeghy, of Harrisonburg, Va., clean off their car Wednesday for their morning

commute to work.

NYC mayor: ‘More could
have been done’ on snow

By JONATHAN LEMIRE
AND JENNIFER PELTZ
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Northeastern-
ers scraped and shoveled Wednes-
day after a snowstorm grounded
flights, shuttered schools and
buried roads with a surprising
amount of snow, leaving biting
cold in its wake. The atmosphere
was particularly frosty in New
York, where the new mayor ac-
knowledged flaws in the cleanup
and some residents complained
that schools remained open while
children elsewhere in the region
stayed home.

The storm stretched from Ken-
tucky to New England but hit
hardest along the heavily popu-
lated Interstate 95 corridor be-
tween Philadelphia and Boston.
As much as 14 inches of snow
fell in Philadelphia, with New
York City seeing almost as much,
and parts of Massachusetts were
socked with as much as 18 inches.
Temperatures were in the single
digits or the teens in many places

Wednesday.

InNew York, Mayor Bill de Bla-
sio, facing one of the first flash-
points of his weeks-old tenure,
initially defended what he called
a “coordinated, intense, citywide
response” to a storm he said
caused a worse-than-expected
headache when it ramped up at
rush hour. De Blasio, who cam-
paigned on closing gaps between
rich and poor city residents, at
first rebuffed complaints that the
effort had lagged on Manhattan’s
posh Upper East Side, saying “no
one was treated differently.”

He backtracked Wednesday
evening, saying he’d determined
“more could have been done to
serve the Upper East Side.”

Thirty more vehicles and near-
ly 40 more sanitation workers
were sent to the area to finish the
cleanup, de Blasio said in a state-
ment that noted he still felt the
citywide response, overall, “was
well-executed.”

In a city where snow removal
has proven a political hot pota-

to, the flap was almost a mirror
image of complaints about how de
Blasio’s predecessor, Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg, handled a 2010
blizzard. Bloomberg, who lives
on the Upper East Side, faced
criticism that outer boroughs had
gotten short shift from plows.
Brooklyn-dwelling de Blasio,
then the city’s public advocate,
was among the critics.

This time, de Blasio found him-
self being asked why some Upper
East Side avenues still were cov-
ered in snow when a Brooklyn
thoroughfare was plowed clear to
the pavement.

Pamela Murphy Jennings’ two
children navigated snowy sec-
tions of tony Madison and Park
avenues to get to their public
schools on the Upper East Side,
she said in an interview.

“Children have to walk to city
bus stops and cross these streets
to get here,” she said. “Cars are
sliding on roads. If there was any
day to close schools, this was the
day.”

Virginia attorney general to fight state’s gay marriage ban

By STEVE SzKOTAK
The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va. — In a move
that could give gay marriage its
first foothold in the South, Virgin-
ia’s attorney general said Thurs-
day he concluded the state’s ban
on same-sex unions is unconsti-
tutional and he will join the fight
against it.

Newly-elected Democratic At-
torney General Mark R. Herring

said he would support gay couples
who have filed lawsuits challeng-
ing the state’s ban.

“After thorough legal review,
I have now concluded that Vir-
ginia’s ban on marriage between
same-sex couples violates the
Fourteenth Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution on two grounds:
marriage is a fundamental right
being denied to some Virginians,
and the ban unlawfully discrimi-
nates on the basis of both sexual

orientation and gender,” Herring
said.

Herring’s announcement
comes on the heels of court rul-
ings in which federal judges
struck down gay marriage bans
in Utah and Oklahoma.

Currently, the District of Co-
lumbia and 17 states allow gay
marriage, most of them clustered
in the Northeast. None of them
are in the old Confederacy.

Herring’s decision drew divid-

ed responses.

Tom Shuttleworth, represent-
ing the couples challenging the
state ban, praised Herring’s posi-
tion “on the basic human right of
being able to marry the person of
your choice.”

“It’s a nice day to be an Ameri-
can from Virginia,” he wrote in
an email.

But the conservative Family
Foundation of Virginia called the
development “disappointing and

frightening.”

The Republican speaker of the
Virginia House of Delegates said
Herring was setting a “danger-
ous precedent.”

“The attorney general has a
constitutional and statutory ob-
ligation to enforce and defend
the duly adopted laws and Con-
stitution of Virginia,” William J.
Howell said in a statement. “This
is not an obligation that can be
taken lightly.”
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Syria says terrorism, not peace,

By Zeina Karam
The Associated Press

GENEVA — Syria’s government de-
clared that its main priority was stopping
terrorism — not ensuring peace — and the
opposition hinted it was far from ready to
negotiate directly with the government it
wants to overthrow, casting sharp doubt
Thursday on peace talks that have barely
begun.

On the day that the two sides were meet-
ing separately with a U.N. mediator known
for untangling diplomatic knots, their com-
ments affirmed positions hardened by near-
ly three years of civil war. The goal of direct
talks by Friday appeared distant at best.

Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Moal-
lem, speaking after the tense opening day
of a peace conference that has nearly fallen
apart at every step, said his government’s
priority was “to fight terrorism.”

“This paves the way for the start of the
political process and an internal Syrian di-
alogue without any foreign intervention,”
he said.

At least 130,000 people have been killed
in the fighting that began in March 2011
with a peaceful uprising against President
Bashar Assad’s rule, according to activ-
ists who are the only ones still keeping
count. The fighting in Syria has become a
proxy war between regional powers Iran
and Saudi Arabia, and taken on post-Cold
War overtones with Russia and the United
States backing opposite sides.

Report: White House aware
of torture photos in November

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — The New York
Times is reporting that the Obama
administration learned in November
about the photographs said to document
widespread torture and executions in
Syrian prisons when a State Depart-
ment official viewed some of the images
on a laptop belonging to an anti-Syrian-
government activist, a senior official
said Wednesday.

The United States did not act on the
photos, officials told the Times, be-
cause it did not have possession of the
digital files and could not establish their
authenticity.

Nevertheless, they said, the adminis-
tration believes the photos are genuine,
basing that assessment in part on the
meticulous way in which the bodies in
the photos were numbered.

The photographs, some of which were
released this week on the eve of an in-
ternational peace conference on Syria,
have helped prompt the administration
to heighten its demand that President
Bashar Assad release political prison-
ers and allow Red Cross inspectors ac-
cess to the prisons, the Times reported.

At the White House, press secretary
Jay Carney said: “These photos cannot
be ignored or dismissed. They suggest
widespread and apparently systematic
violations of international human law,
and demonstrate just how far the re-
gime is willing to go in harming its own
people.”

Administration officials told the
Times that the State Department offi-
cial, whom they did not name, viewed
the photos in Turkey during a meeting
with the representative of an antigov-
ernment group.

Al-Moallem dismissed the Western-
backed Syrian National Coalition as exiled,
ineffectual meddlers, insisting that any po-

litical negotiations should take place with-
out outside interference and with those
‘who truly represent Syrians.

u u u t

Haitham al-Maleh, a veteran Syrian op-
position figure and a senior member of the
coalition, said Thursday there may not be
any face-to-face talks between the two del-
egations on Friday — as had been hoped
— but rather mediator Lakhdar Brahimi
would continue to shuttle between the two
sides.

“I don’t think we’re ready for that yet.
The gap is too big,” he said.

Al-Maleh, alongtime opponent of Assad’s
rule who spent many years in Syrian pris-
ons, said it was “not easy” to sit in the same
room with Assad’s officials at Wednesday’s
opening of the peace conference.

“I looked at them and thought, are they
really Syrians like me? How can they sit
there and defend such a killer regime.
How?” he asked.

Representatives hand-picked by Assad
were staying in Geneva’s Hotel de la Paix
— or Peace Hotel. The opposition coalition
was staying at the Intercontinental, where
then-President Jimmy Carter met in 1977
with Assad’s father, Hafez, to discuss Mid-
east peace prospects.

Syrian refugees staying at the Kilis camp
in southern Turkey say the negotiations in
Switzerland will not change their plight.

“Whether the opposition and the (Syr-
ian) regime sit at the negotiating table
makes no difference. The people of Syria
have been left alone, and the international
community is ignoring them,” said refu-
gee Mustafa Rejab.

UKkraine
tensions

Indian elder accused
of ordering gang rape

reach 2nd
major city

The Associated Press

KIEV, Ukraine — Tensions in
Ukraine spread far from its em-
battled capital on Thursday as
hundreds of people in the city of
Lviv stormed into the regional
governor’s office and forced him
to write a letter of resignation.

Kiev, the capital, has been the
epicenter of two months of pro-
tests against President Viktor
Yanukovych after he turned away
from closer ties to the 28-nation
European Union in favor of get-
ting a bailout loan from Russia.
The protests have turned violent
this week as pro-EU demonstra-
tors feel Yanukovych has ignored
their demands to resign, to call a
new election and to rescind his
harsh laws against protesters.

Lviv is one of the major cities

Vitali

'SERGEI CHUZAVKOV/AP

Opposition leader and former WBC heavyweight boxing champion

near the burning

barricades between policerand protesters in central Kiev, Ukraine.

in western Ukraine, where sup-
port for Yanukovych is thin. The
governor, Oleh Salo, who was ap-
pointed by Yanukovych, later in-
sisted he acted under duress and
was rescinding his resignation.
Yanukovych on  Thursday
called a special parliament ses-
sion for next week to discuss the
tensions that have spiraled after
at least two protesters were killed
Wednesday in violent clashes with

police. Opposition leaders had de-
manded that Yanukovych must
make concessions by Thursday
evening or face renewed clashes
between protesters and police in
Kiev.

There was no indication that
Yanukovych’s call represented
an inclination to compromise
with opposition protesters, as his
backers hold a majority of seats in
parliament.

UN court trims terms of
Serbs in Kosovo case
THE HAGUE, Netherlands —

Three high-ranking Serbian offi-
cials had their trimmed

against humanity in Kosovo in
1999.

In a lengthy and complex ap-
peals decision, judges at the U.N.
court overturned parts of the
men’s convictions and cut their

Thursday for atrocities in Kosovo,
but Yugoslav war crimes appeals
judges upheld key elements of a
lower court’s finding that leaders
in Belgrade orchestrated crimes

Nikola Sainovic,  Nebojsa
Pavkovic, Sreten Lukic and Vlad-
imir Lazarevic were convicted by
the tribunal in 2009 for crimes
committed against Kosovo Al-

banians during Serbia’s deadly
crackdown on ethnic Albanians
in 1999.

On Thursday, Sainovic had his
22-year sentence reduced to 18
years, Lukic’s 22-year sentence
was trimmed by two years and
Lazarevic’s 15-year term was cut
by one year. Judges left Pavkov-
ic’s 22-year sentence in place.

From The Associated Press

By KARTIKAY MEHROTRA
Bloomberg News

NEW DELHI — Police in India
have arrested a village leader
who is suspected of ordering the
gang rape of a 20-year-old woman
in West Bengal state after she ad-
mitted to having an affair with a
man from another community.

Sunil Soren, the village elder,
demanded the sexual assault
after her family failed to pay an
$807 penalty for the illicit rela-
tionship, Prasanta Chowdhury,
additional superintendent of po-
lice in Birbhum district, about a
117 miles north of Kolkata, said
by phone. Police on Wednesday
arrested 12 other men accused
of taking part in the rape, which
stemmed from a local court pro-
ceeding unrecognized by any
laws, he said.

“The crime was led by the un-
official head man of the tribal
community,” Chowdhury said.
“In much of rural India, one
man is simply recognized by the
community as the village leader,
sometimes by age, sometimes by
wealth or education. It’s not un-
common. However, this behavior
certainly is.”

India has tightened laws crimi-
nalizing violence against women
as it struggles to overcome a rep-
utation as a nation unsafe for fe-
males. Britain issued an advisory
last week to women traveling to
India after a S1-year-old Danish
tourist was gang-raped on Jan.
14 in central Delhi, a short drive
from the country’s presidential
palace.

The West Bengal Commission
for Women ordered an investiga-
tion into the gang rape and called
for the “harshest punishment,”
The Times of India newspaper
reported, citing chairwoman Su-
nanda Mukherjee. A phone call
Thursday went unanswered at the
organization, which was estab-
lished to ensure that the constitu-
tional and legal rights of women
are properly implemented.

On average, a woman was
raped in India every 21 minutes
in 2012, according to the most
recent National Crime Records
Bureau data, statistics that police
say reflect increased confidence
among females to report attacks.
The country saw a 35 percent
drop in foreign female tourist ar-
rivals in the first three months
of last year, according to a study
published in April by the Associ-
ated Chambers of Commerce and
Industry in India.

The rape occurred on the eve-
ning of Jan. 20 after the village
council summoned the victim and
her partner for a meeting. The
victim told police she was held
captive for more than 12 hours,
during which she was raped re-
peatedly by people from her com-
munity whom she had respected,
Chowdhury said.

The victim was admitted to
a local hospital and is in stable
condition, he said. The attackers
were protected by other members
of the community when police at-
tempted to arrest the accused,
forcing police to call for rein-
forcements, he said.
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US diplomat: China needs to work with neighbors

The Associated Press

BEIJING — China needs to
‘work with its neighbors to cool ris-
ing tensions over its claims to terri-
tory in surrounding seas, a top U.S.
diplomat said Thursday, adding the
U.S. has a strong interest in seeing
such matters handled peacefully.

Deputy Secretary of State Wil-

liam Burns stressed during talks
in Beijing that no country should
take unilateral action to assert its
claims, the U.S. Embassy in Bei-
jing said in a statement.

China should “work construc-
tively with its neighbors to reduce
tensions in the East China Sea and
the South China Sea,” Burns said.

The statement said Burns “reiter-
ated long-standing U.S. interests
in all parties managing the situa-
tion diplomatically.”

Beijjing and Tokyo are locked
in a bitter dispute over claims to
a string of tiny East China Sea is-
lands controlled by Japan, while
Beijing is in conflict with several

of its southern neighbors over is-
lands and strategic waterways in
the South China Sea.

The U.S. says it doesn’t take a
position on who owns the islands,
but insists on the right to freedom
of navigation through surrounding
seas. Washington also has mutual
defense treaties with Japan and

the Philippines, one of the main
claimants in the South China Sea,
meaning the U.S. could be drawn
in if a conflict were to erupt.

The embassy said Burns also
discussed steps to persuade North
Korea and Iran to cooperate with
the international community over
their nuclear programs.

Thai police:
US tourist
likely killed
by elephants

By THANYARAT DOKSONE
The Associated Press

BANGKOK — Park rangers
in Thailand have found the body
of an American tourist who was
apparently trampled to death by
elephants in a reserve outside
Bangkok, police said Thursday.

The woman went missing Jan.
13 in Thailand’s Kaeng Krachan
National Park in the western
province of Petchaburi, police
Col. Woradet Suanklaai said.

She was found crumpled in
the woods five days later, after a
70-person search team was de-
ployed, and the severity of the
injuries indicated she was likely
trampled to death.

“Her arms, her wrists and other
parts of the body were broken, so
we assumed she was trampled
by elephants because no humans
could have caused such power-
ful damage to the body,” Wora-
det said. Police sent the body to
a forensic institute in the capital
to determine the cause of death,
he said.

The U.S. Embassy in Bangkok
confirmed the death, but gave no
details.

Woradet said the woman, who
was in her 20s, was traveling
alone when she left a camping
ground in the park.

“Looking at the pictures she
took in her camera, we see a lot of
animals, birds, snakes, lizards,”
Woradet said. “We assumed she
wanted to take pictures of el-
ephants because that’s what the
Kaeng Krachan National Park
is famous for. We believed she
wanted to find them and take
some photos.”

about TV show “Benefits

PHoTOs BY RicHARD ANSETT, CHANNEL 4/AP

“White Dee,” above, and Becky and Casey, left, among the stars of Britain’s talked-

Street,” have a dubious claim to fame: They don’t work.

UK ‘poverty porn’ show stirs welfare debate

By Syrvia Hur
The Associated Press

LONDON — It’s reality TV for
austerity times.

A shoplifter, a recovering drug
addict and a young couple barely
able to feed their kids are among
the stars of “Benefits Street,” a
smash hit reality show featur-
ing welfare recipients that has
stirred up a storm of controversy
in Britain.

The program zooms in on a
rough Birmingham street where
9 out of 10 people are said to live
off state payouts, chronicling over
five epi the lives of jobless

‘Looking at the
pictures she took in her
camera, we see a lot of
animals, birds, snakes,
lizard. We assumed she
wanted to take pictures
of elephants because
that’s what the Kaeng
Krachan National Park
is famous for. 7

Woradet Suanklaai
Thailand police colonel

neighbors as they struggle with
their daily problems.

The show has struck a strong
chord in a nation fresh out of re-
cession and still reeling from its

most brutal austerity measures in
a generation, with basic public ser-
vices trimmed drastically. Brit-
ain’s welfare state has long been
a subject of pride among many
Britons, but these days attitudes
toward benefits have hardened
— and polls suggest that support
for pouring taxpayer money into
welfare, especially for the young,
is at a record low.

British tabloids are replete with
hysteria stories about unemployed
people buying flat-screen TVs
and designer goods using welfare
funds.

“Benefits Street” is the hot-
test in a growing genre of reality
shows about the poor that has been
dubbed “poverty porn” because of
its sensationalist nature. Even the
sober BBC has jumped on the band-
wagon with a documentary called

“Britain on the Fiddle,” which set
out to catch benefits fraudsters in
the act on camera.

Critics say “Benefits Street”
and its ilk are designed to fan
hatred by showing people on the
dole in the worst possible light,
turning the poor — stereotyped as
lazy and dishonest — into fodder
for crass entertainment and easy
targets for blame. Scores of view-
ers took to Twitter to vent abuse
as soon as the first episode aired
this month, and some even made
death threats. “Set fire to Benefits
Street,” read one tweet. “How can
we eradicate this scum?” asked
another.

“On television the lowest com-
mon denominator is to get view-
ers, so you get the extreme end of
the spectrum,” said Abigail Scott
Paul, of the Joseph Rowntree

Foundation, a poverty research
think tank. “These shows pres-
ent poor people as characters in a
soap opera.”

Broadcaster Channel 4 denies
the show is exploitative, insisting
it reflected the reality in an area
that has one of the country’s high-
est unemployment rates.

Supporters of the program
praise it for presenting a neglect-
ed side of Britain and raising the
stakes in a national debate about
welfare cuts.

‘Adding to the controversy, some
residents have claimed that they
were tricked into appearing on the
show. And a working couple who
said they were filmed complained
they were edited out of the final
cut because they don’t fit the pro-
gram’s narrative of unemployed
people milking the system.

UN panel pays $1.03 billion in Kuwait compensation funds

The Associated Press

GENEVA — A U.N. panel that
settles claims for damages re-
sulting from Iraq’s 1990 invasion
of Kuwait has paid out another
$1.03 billion — bringing the total

so far to $44.5 billion.

The U.N. Compensation Com-
mission said Thursday that the
money went toward settling the
last award that is still to be paid
in full.

It results from a claim by the

Kuwait Petroleum Corp. for pro-
duction and sales losses from
damage to the country’s oil
fields.

The commission said another
$7.8 billion remains to be paid from
that award, which at $14.7 billion

was the largest the panel made.

The Geneva-based commission
was established by the U.N. Secu-
rity Council in 1991 and is funded
by a S percent tax on the export
of Iraqi oil. It makes payments
every three months.
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Genie Milgrom stands in the entryway of her Pinecrest, Fla., home wrapped in a long, paper family tree. Milgrom is a Cuban woman who was raised Catholic
and converted to Judaism after she began researching her maternal lineage.

Woman tracks her hidden Jewish roots through 22 generations

By ANA VECIANA-SUAREZ
The Miami Herald

MIAMI — Genie Milgrom’s quest
for her religious roots began with a
mysterious box her maternal grand-
mother left her when she died. It ends,
if one can call it an ending, with a book,
a website, speaking engagements
around the world and a scholar’s depth
of knowledge about Jews who were
forced to convert, or pretended to con-
vert, during the Spanish Inquisition.

First, the box. Milgrom, who was
raised Catholic in a traditional Cuban
household, had already converted to
Judaism when her maternal abuela
left her a well-worn hamsa, or charm-
like “hand of God” trinket, and one

gold earring with a Star of David
in the middle. No note
accompanied the

bequest.
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Milgrom was intrigued. What did it
mean? This, after all, was the grand-
mother who, upon Milgrom’s conver-
sion, had whispered a warning about
the dangers of being a Jew.

“It was all very mysterious,” said
Milgrom, 58, president of her family’s
Miami-based pharmaceutical export
company. “Then I started remember-
ing all the strange family customs we
had, like throwing some of the dough
used for baking into the back of the
oven and sweeping the floor towards
the center of the room and even how
we would cracks eggs in a glass to
check for blood.”

All Sephardic traditions. All cus-
toms practiced by Crypto Jews, those
who secretly maintained their Jew-
ish customs while pretending to be
Catholic.

Curiosity piqued, Milgromlaunched
what would become an almost two-
decade search for her Jewish roots, a
search that took her to her ancestors’
hometown of Fermoselle, a village

in the province of Zamora
on the Spanish-Portu-
guese  border,

as well
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as to a top Crypto Jewish historian
in New Mexico, the head Sephardic
rabbi in the U.S. and a rabbinical
court in Israel.

The tangible result is “My 15
Grandmothers,” a 158-page self-pub-
lished book that recounts her odyssey
through history. It often reads like a
true-life “Da Vinci Code,” complete
with underground prayer rooms and
enough cinematic twists to give Dan
Brown a run for his money.

“It became like a dissertation, but
a lot more personal,” Milgrom said.
“I was doing this for me, for my chil-
dren, for my ancestors, for everything
they had gone through.”

Milgrom not only traced her gene-
alogy 15 generations through her ma-
ternal line, but after writing the book,
continued burrowing backward, past
the years of the Inquisition and 1492,
when the Jews were expelled from
Spain. She has tracked 22 generations
of her mother’s maternal line and
unearthed centuries-old documents
about her family and Fermoselle as a
Jewish settlement.

Abraham Lavender, a Florida Inter-
national University professor of soci-

ology and Judaic studies, said
there has been increased
awareness ~ among
o Hispanic ~ families
- ,— about possible Jew-
‘_a ish ancestry, but
ﬂ. 3 few people devote
the time and en-
ergy to dig for so

long and so far.

“She is much more into it than most
people,” Lavender said. “Most people
go back just a few generations.”

Milgrom, a mosaic artist whose
work hangs throughout her spacious
Kendall, Fla., home, laughs when
asked about her persistence.

“I'm obsessed, 100 percent ob-
sessed. Seriously, though, I wanted to
be the voice my grandmothers never
had. I wanted to tell people, ‘Here we
still are.””

As a result of her “second career,”
as Milgrom calls her genealogical
studies, she has become an expert on
Crypto Jews and the byzantine pro-
cess of tracking a family tree through
the centuries. She is president of the
Jewish Genealogical Society of Great-
er Miami, the executive vice president
of the Society of Crypto Judaic Stud-
ies, based in Colorado Springs, Colo.,
and the president of Tarbut Sefarad
Fermoselle in Barcelona, an organi-
zation that disseminates information
on cultural findings of Crypto Jewry.
She also has published in scholarly
journals.

Milgrom’s experience has morphed
into a crusade to help others who are
looking for their religious roots. She is
writing a guide book about research-
ing genealogy in Spain. Her own work
can serve as a template for others, she
believes.

“I don’t proselytize, I don’t go look-
ing for it,” Milgrom said. “But people
find me. They hear about my story. I
feel I've become an advocate for those
who want to do what I'm doing.”
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‘Bone Fmder locates uncharted dead

Man uses
special radar
in search for
lost graves

By LEAaH BINKOVITZ
The Washington Post

In cemeteries across the coun-
try, Bob Perry stalks the grounds
looking for unmarked graves,
forgotten burials and lost lives.
He has his own logo: a skull and
crossbones with the words “Bone
Finder” above and “Tracking the
Dead” below.

Equipped with what is essen-
tially a heavy-duty baby stroller
hooked to ground-penetrating
radar, Perry helps graveyard of-
ficials make sense of incomplete
records and find forgotten graves
beneath the ground.

For the past several months,
Perry has painstakingly paced
the grounds of Washington’s His-
toric Congressional Cemetery,
tucked in a far corner of the city
near the Anacostia River.

More than halfway done with
the search, the grave whisperer
already has found an estimated
2,750 unmarked burials. Con-
gressional was founded in 1807
and served as an eternal home for
some of America’s first congress-
men, but its recent history has
been one of rebirth after a period
of neglect. Perry’s work will allow
the historic graveyard to enter
the modern era and to reconcile
its records, which Perry ranks
among the best he’s encountered,
with reality.

Congressional is one of 12
cemeteries in Washington still
accepting new residents along-
side people such as Civil War
photographer Mathew Brady. But
choosing a site for a new burial
isn’t always a sure bet. Over time,
headstones and records disap-
pear. The cemetery hasn’t had a
comprehensive map made of its
holdings since 1935. Using care-
fully calibrated radar, Perry is
able to find open space for the
cemetery as well as to provide a
more detailed picture of the bod-
ies buried there.

The cemetery’s now-pastoral
grounds were filled with trash
and spent syringes in the late
20th century. In the 1990s, a band
of dog walkers raised money to
begin a needed cleanup. They en-
visioned a place open to the public,
recalling the Victorian tradition
of garden cemeteries, which were
often the only open green spaces
available to city dwellers. Not
everyone embraced the idea of
a graveyard full of puppies and
joggers, but the group became re-
sponsible co-stewards of the site.

Every year, the cemetery
throws a birthday party for one
of its most famous residents,
John Philip Sousa, complete with

Bob Perry, second from left,

his work

the United States Marine Band.
When goats were called in to help
manage (i.e., eat) an invasion of
poison ivy in August, the quirky
cemetery drew eyes from across
the country.

Margaret Puglisi, vice presi-
dent of the Association for the
Preservation of the Historic
Congressional Cemetery, which
manages the site, launched the
D.C. Metro chapter of the As-
sociation for Gravestone Studies
at the cemetery’s chapel in early
November.

Perry, 66, a Bostonian who now
lives in New Hampshire, at first
declined an offer to make a subter-
ranean survey of Congressional.
It is much bigger than the hun-
dreds of cemeteries and church
plots he has surveyed, many up
and down the East Coast. But the
staff was persistent, and Perry
relented.

Now, he said, Congressional is
his favorite cemetery. He has to
remind himself to focus while he
walks the radar up and down the
rows because he often gets dis-
tracted reading the headstones.

Perry talks with a strong Bos-
ton accent and has a soft spot in
his heart for fellow veterans. He
likes the solitary nature of the
work he does, the quiet as he
walks the grassy streets of a si-
lent city. He’s gruff but patient
with passersby who stop to ask
him about his work. On the job,

More than halfway
done with the
search, Bob Perry
already has found
an estimated 2,750
unmarked burials
in a Washington
cemetery.

graves at the Historic

Lean Binkovitz/The Washington Post

C

yin

evenly spaced, side by side, he can
be pretty sure those are burials.

After serving in the Navy dur-
ing the Vietnam War and working
at various jobs after leaving the
military, Perry was asked by a
friend who managed a cemetery
to help map it. Perry agreed and
found that he enjoyed the work.

He knew he had found his call-
ing on his first real assignment
outside of Boston.

It was the opening game of the
Red Sox baseball season and, in

he wears faded blue jeans, belted,
with a tucked-in Oxford shirt.

Perry starts every job the same
way. He finds a group of graves
thathave a well-documented prov-
enance. Then he rolls his radar
over the plots, slowly, step by step,
back and forth. A screen between
the cart’s handlebars provides a
picture of gray squiggles that in-
dicate any sort of anomaly in the
ground. Most burials appear as
little arches, but other items can
show up, too; buried pipes, tree
roots and the like.

He divides the cemetery into
sections and ropes off each one to
guide his path. Anywhere he finds
an anomaly, he sticks a small,
red flag into the ground. He has
a six-step process for verifying
whether a gray blip on his screen
is a “high-probability burial,” as
he calls it, or just an errant pipe.
When he finds a bunch of blips

a patriotic display, jets flew over
the city.

“Here I am working in a cem-
etery, it’s nice and quiet,” Perry
remembered. Suddenly, the jets
flew by right as Perry was chart-
ing a section of veterans’ graves.
“It kind of overwhelmed me com-
pletely,” he said. “It brought a
tear to my eye thinking about it,
and it’s when I felt I finally found
the business I should be in.”

Ground-penetrating radar was
first put to use in the Vietnam
War. Perry remembers seeing it
even though he didn’t realize what
it was at the time. Perry worked
on river patrol boats, sometimes
carrying elite forces up and down
the waterways.

One day, after dropping a crew
off, he stopped at an outpost to
get something to eat. “I happened
to see these guys on the ground
pulling this piece of equipment
around, and it never dawned on

me what it was.” Years later, he
realized that they were searching
for enemy cells using the same
technology he now uses.

Perry comes to Congressional
from his home in New Hamp-
shire for a week every month. He
can cover an acre in roughly two
days, but his pace slows in the
swampy summer heat.

Of the 16 sections he has sur-
veyedso far, he said he’s averaging
between 200 and 250 unmarked
graves. He’s also found pipes that
the cemetery didn’t know were
there.

Working in Washington pres-
ents some unique challenges.
Everything from sirens to radio
signals can upset readings. “I
can’'t go five or 10 feet without
having to reset the radar,” he
said. “Because you're right there
in D.C. — you get all sorts of this
stuff in the air.”

From November to April,
Perry takes a break from projects
in colder areas, preferring the
warmer climes of the Virgin Is-
lands or Hawaii. But he’ll be back
in the spring to finish the job at
Congressional. When he’s done,
his work will be digitized so users
can search the cemetery with
a smartphone app. He suspects
that most of the unmarked graves
he has found will be accounted
for in the cemetery’s records. But
some could be completely new
discoveries.
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Bieber arrested; charges include DUI

By CURT ANDERSON
The Associated Press

A judge has set pop singer
Justin Bieber’s bail at $2,500 on
charges of drag racing, driving
under the influence and resisting
arrest.

Bieber
Thursday.

Authorities say Bieber was ar-
rested after police saw him and
R&B singer Khalil racing two
luxury vehicles down the street at
4:09 a.m., with two other vehicles
apparently being used to block off
the area.

Police say Bieber was clocked
at 55 to 60 mph in a 30 mph zone.

was arrested on

Khalil, also was arrested on
charges of drag racing and driv-
ing under the influence. Po-
lice said Khalil was driving a
Ferrari.

Police Chief Ray Martinez told
a news conference Thursday the
singer was initially not coopera-
tive when the officer pulled him
over.

Martinez said the singer also
had an invalid Georgia driver’s
license and admitted to smoking
marijuana, taking prescription
medication and drinking.

According to the arrest re-
port, Bieber “had slow deliberate
movements” and a look of stupor
on his face when the officer or-

dered him to exit his vehicle.

The 19-year-old Bieber was
placed under arrest after repeat-
edly refusing to put his hands on
his vehicle so the officer could pat
him down to look for weapons, the
report said.

It says he cursed several times
at the officer and demanded to
know why he was being arrested.

Bieber failed a field sobriety
test and was taken to the Miami
Beach police station for a Breath-
alyzer, police said. Results have
not been released.

His publicist, Melissa Vic-
tor, did not offer an immediate
comment.

Under Florida

law, people

under the age of 21 are consid-
ered driving under the influence
if they have a blood-alcohol con-
tent of .02 percent or more. For 21
and over, it is .08 percent.

For a first DUI offense, there
is no minimum sentence and a
maximum of six months, a fine
of $250 to $500, and 50 hours of
community service.

For anyone under 21, there is
an automatic six-month license
suspension.

A first conviction for drag
racing carries a sentence of up
to six months, a fine of $500 to
$1,000 and a one-year license
suspension.

Miami-Dape County Jai/AP

The booking mug by _the Miami-

Dade County Corrections
Department in Florida shows
Justin Bieber after his arrest
Thursday. Police say Bieber
has been charged with resisting
arrest without violence in
addition to drag racing and DUI.

Macklemore & Ryan Lewis nearly cut

from rap Grammys, AP source says

From wire reports

Macklemore & Ryan Lewis had a rous-
ing 2013 in hip-hop: The Source maga-
zine named Macklemore its “man of the
year,” the duo was Billboard’s top rap act
and they took home most of the year’s key
hip-hop trophies, from the MTV Video
Music Awards to the American Music
Awards. They even beat Jay Z and Kanye
West in the best group category at the
BET Awards.

The underground, independent Seattle
group had made it, right? Not from the
viewpoint of some members of the Re-
cording Academy, according to a person
who attended a rap committee meeting
and spoke on condition of anonymity be-
cause that person wasn’t authorized to
publicly reveal the information.

While Macklemore & Ryan Lewis are
up for seven honors at Sunday’s Grammy
Awards, including album of the year and
best rap album for the platinum seller
“The Heist,” most rap committee mem-
bers felt the duo shouldn’t qualify for the
rap categories because of their success
on mainstream radio and their appeal in
the pop world, the source said.

“Thrift Shop” not only topped the rap
charts, it was also one of the year’s big-
gest pop songs, selling 7.3 million tracks.

The group’s follow-up, “Can’t Hold
Us,” helped assimilate their name in pop
music when it hit the No. 1 spot and sold
more than 5 million tracks. But at a meet-
ing held in Los Angeles late last year to
discuss the Grammy categories, mem-
bers of the rap committee declined their
submissions.

At a meeting held a week later, mem-
bers of the general Grammy committee
discussed where Macklemore & Ryan
Lewis should qualify, the source said.
The general committee, which includes
members from jazz, country, pop, rock
and other genres, listened to their album
to determine where they fit.

“Because of the controversy with them
as a rap group it became something the
entire Grammy committee discussed,”
the person said.

A general committee vote decided the
group should compete for rap awards.
The source said it was a landslide vote
and that veto of the rap committee’s deci-
sion wasn’t a common occurrence.

“It’s not that they don’t think he’s a rap-
per,” the person said of the rap commit-
tee’s decision. “It’s just that when you're
trying to protect categories and someone
has become popular, it should be judged
as much. ... Where does their music exist?

Who are their fans?”

A representative for the Recording
Academy didn’t return an email seeking
comment, and the performers weren’t
available for interviews.

Macklemore & Lewis’ seven Grammy
nominations include best rap album, rap
song and rap performance for “Thrift
Shop,” album of the year, song of the year
for “Same Love” and best new artist.

Their manager used an expletive to de-
scribe the rap category debate.

“If you strip away being influenced by
the popularity or by who their fans are
or by the amount of radio traction their
songs got ... and just dissect musically
what it is, there’s no question it’s a hip-
hop album; they’re hip-hop songs,” said
Zach Quillen, who didn’t attend any of
the Grammy meetings. “When you start
to look at other things, (that) is when peo-
ple’s judgment got cloudy. It’s what they
look like, the demographic, the fan base,
it’s the popularity, it’s the radio.”

Other news

B NBC announced on Wednesday that
it is renewing the “Days of Our Lives”
for two more years, taking it into 2016.
Alison Sweeney, who plays troublemaker
Sami Brady, announced this week that
she’s leaving the series sometime early in
2015 after 21 years on the program. She
joined the show in 1993 at age 16.

® NBC is confirming that Bill Cosby
is developing a possible new sitcom he
would star in. The deal brings the 76-
year-old entertainer together with a writ-
ing staff to create a script for a comedy
that casts Cosby as the patriarch of a mul-
tigenerational family.

B Neil Patrick Harris has been named
man of the year by Harvard University’s
Hasty Pudding Theatricals. The Emmy
Award-winning actor will be given his
pudding pot following a parade through
Harvard Square and a roast scheduled
for Feb. 7.

m Angela Lansbury says she’s relieved
that a planned remake of her classic
whodunit series “Murder, She Wrote”
has been canceled. Lansbury had been
critical of NBC’s idea of a reboot starring
Octavia Spencer. The entertainment
website Deadline.com reported this
week that NBC was not going ahead with
the show. Lansbury said Thursday she
thought the remake was a bad idea from
the start. She said she had “too much
admiration” for Spencer “to saddle her
with the awful responsibility” of having
to rework the show.

Jennifer Hudson
set to headline
cruise shows

By BETH J. HARPAZ
The Associated Press

‘-.-'4

Back when she was a nobody, long be-
fore she blasted to stardom on “Ameri-
can Idol” and “Dreamgirls,” Jennifer
Hudson sang on a cruise ship. And on
Wednesday, the singer said she would
do it again — this time as the headlin-
er for a new concert series on Carnival
Cruise Lines called Carnival Live.

“T used to work on a cruise ship, a long
time ago,” said Hudson before performing at a
Carnival news conference in midtown Manhat-
tan. “That’s what I did before I did ‘American
Idol.”

Her stint aboard a Disney cruise ship was
“my test,” she said. “Two days later, I went in
and auditioned for ‘American Idol.””

Headlining the Carnival series “is like a

full circle,” she added.

Hudson is scheduled to perform June 18
on Carnival Ecstasy and June 19 on Carnival
Breeze, both in Cozumel, Mexico.

Other performers and bands scheduled to
perform are Chicago, Daughtry, Foreigner,
Gavin DeGraw, Jewel, Kansas, Lady Ante-
bellum, LeAnn Rimes, Martina McBride,
Olivia Newton-John, REO gon and

STYX.

Tickets will only be sold to individuals

taking the cruise.

Jennifer Hudson will perform in June
on Carnival cruise ships.

Nick Wass/AP Images for Weight Watchers
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Russia standing
firm on anti-US
adoption ban

By Davip CrARY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A year after
Russia imposed a ban on adop-
tions by Americans, some affect-
ed U.S. families are reluctantly
looking elsewhere to adopt. Oth-
ers refuse to abandon flickering
hopes of uniting with the Russian
children who won their hearts.

Thirty-three of the families
have filed appeals with the Eu-
ropean Court of Human Rights,
contending that the ban violates
the rights of the orphans whose
adoptions were thwarted. But
there’s no tight time frame for the
case, and even a favorable ruling
might be unenforceable if Russia
objects.

Meanwhile, Russian authori-
ties have spurned requests from
U.S. officials to reconsider the
ban, and the two governments
have other volatile issues on their
mutual agenda — including ter-
rorism and various foreign policy
differences — as the international
community prepares for the Win-
ter Olympics in Sochi, Russia,
next month

“I don’t see movement on the
Russian side, and on the U.S. side
we’ve heard nothing,” said Diana
Gerson, a New York City rabbi
‘who had her heart set on adopting
a Russian toddler. “I feel in many
ways we were abandoned.”

By the Russians’ count, the ban
halted the pending adoptions of

259 children. Roughly 230 U.S.
families, some seeking to adopt
more than one child, were affect-
ed — including scores of Ameri-
cans who had bonded face-to-face
with the children during visits to
their orphanages.

The Americans have been
dropped from Russia’s official
roster of prospective adoptive
parents, and many of the orphans
— possibly more than half — al-
ready have been placed with Rus-
sian families.

Throughout the 12 months,
the issue has occasionally resur-
faced, then faded from the news
spotlight.

There was a flurry of activity in
May, when more than 150 mem-
bers of Congress signed a letter to
President Barack Obama, asking
him to raise the issue with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin. A
congressional delegation visiting
Moscow urged Russian officials
to allow completion of the pend-
ing adoptions. And many of the
affected families visited Wash-
ington, seeking support for their
cause.

Among those who spoke in
Washington was 8-year-old Jack
Thomas, adopted from Russia in
2008 by Renee and John Thomas
of Minnetrista, Minn. At the time
the ban was imposed, the family
was trying to adopt Jack’s biologi-
cal brother, Nikolai.

Over the past year, the family

his wife Jane

KatHy WiLLens/AP

and their

Elaina,

Mark

12, sit on the stairs of their home in Levittown, N.Y. on Jan. 8. The
couple adopted Elaina from Russia when she was nearly 4 years old
in 2004 despite warnings that she had fetal alcohol syndrome.

adopted from Russia in 2008. At the time the Russian ban on adoptions

AP
John and Renee Thomas pose with their son Jack at their home in Minnetrista, Mipn., in 2012, Jack was

Americans was imposed in

by
2013, the family was trying to adopt Jack’s biological brother, Nikolai, seen in the photo Jack is holding.

has lobbied energetically to get
that adoption approved because
of its exceptional nature; Renee
Thomas says it is apparently the
only one of the disrupted adop-
tions involving one sibling in
the U.S. and another in Russia.
Thomas says she’s traveling to
Russia on Wednesday to make the
case that Jack and Nikolai, who is
now 5, should be reunited under
Russian policy of trying to keep
siblings together as they grow up.

“We want to respect the Rus-
sian system of justice,” she said.

Some of the other U.S. families
could decide to adopt from other
countries, Thomas said. “But
there is no other option for us. It
would be a travesty for the poli-
tics between the two nations to
prevent these boys from growing
up together.”

Gerson, the New York rabbi,
hasn’t ruled out trying to adopt
from somewhere other than Rus-
sia, but she finds it hard to cut
emotional ties with the little girl
she met in St. Petersburg in De-
cember 2012 — a trip she em-
barked on even as the proposed
ban was moving through Russia’s
parliament.

Gerson, who is single and of
Russian descent, said the girl,
whom she planned to call Olivia,
was 18 months old.

“When she came into the room
at the baby home with a caretak-
er, I pulled a toy out of my bag,
and she climbed into my lap and
never left,” Gerson recalled. “I
knew from that moment that she
was my daughter.”

After spending mornings and
afternoons with the girl for three
more days, Gerson flew back from
Moscow to New York on Dec 28.
On arrival, she learned that Putin
had signed the ban.

In May, Gerson received a let-
ter from Russia advising that the
pending adoption had been offi-
cially vacated.

“I was told we were no longer
connected,” Gerson said. “It was
as if I disappeared into thin air.”

The adoption ban was intended
in part as retaliation for a U.S.
law imposing sanctions on Rus-
sians deemed to be human rights
violators.

However, Russian authorities
used debate on the bill to com-
plain about mistreatment and lack
of post-adoption oversnght affect-

ing Russian

4 children

1 don’t Zdopted by
mericans,

see move- including
ment on the  high-
the Russian profile 2010
id d case where
side, an an  exas-

on the perated

B Tennessee
U.S. side mother sent
we've heard her 7-year-
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1 feel in to Moscow
many ways 011 a plaEe
alone. The
we were bill was
abandoned.” named after

Diana Gerson 2Lmonth-
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a Russian toddler Yakovlev,
one of about
20 Russian

adoptees who have died from
abuse, neglect or other causes
while in the care of their Ameri-
can parents.

Adoption advocates in the U.S.
express regret for those deaths.
Yet they contend that the vast
major ity of the 60,000 Russian
children adopted by Americans
over the past two decades — in-
cluding many with physical or
emotional disabilities — have
found loving homes and a high
standard of care.

While the Obama administra-
tion has been relatively quiet
about the ban in recent months,
some members of Congress con-
tinue to speak out.

Sen. Roy Blunt, R-Mo,, is the
father of a 9-year-old boy adopted
from Russia in 2006, and has met
with both U.S. and Russian diplo-

mats to make a case against the
ban.

Blum said he was particularly
angry that Russia, with tens of
thousands of orphans in need
of families to raise them, had
worked so quickly to find Rus-
sian homes for the children who
had been in line to be adopted by
Americans.

“In this circumstance, that’s
about as cruel as you could pos-
sibly be,” Blunt said.

The State Department, which
oversees some aspects of inter-
national adoption, held monthly
conferences through July with
families affected by the ban, then
discontinued them for lack of new
developments. However, depart-
ment officials said they have con-
tinued to raise the issue with the
Russians and are now planning
one more outreach meeting with
the U.S. families.

Jane Waldman and Mark
Braverman of Levittown, N.Y.,
adopted a nearly 4-year-old girl
from a Russian orphanage in
2004 despite warnings that the
child, Elaina, had fetal alcohol
syndrome.

“We fell in love with her on our
first trip,” Waldman said. “Even
with challenges, we wanted her.”

Over the ensuing years, tutors,
behavioral therapists and speech
therapists worked with Elaina,
helping her overcome many of
the impediments that had delayed
her development.

Now in seventh grade, Elaina is
thriving, according to her mother,
with many friends and a spot on a
local swim team.

Waldman is frustrated that sto-
ries of troubled adoptions in the
U.S. have gained prominence in
Russia, while less attention is paid
to the fact that most adoptions of
Russian children go well.

“Yes, there are some horror
stories,” she said. “But Ameri-
cans, properly screened, can
provide wonderful, loving homes
for those children who otherwise
have little hope.”
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Pot-related firm gets $30M

By MarT RoBINsoN
Bloomberg News

Advanced Cannabis Solutions,
whose stock has soared 447 per-
cent this year, has obtained as
much as $30 million in credit to
help acquire pmperues that it
will lease to marijuana growers.

The agreement provides the
Centennial, Colo.-based company
with $7.5 million through senior
secured convertible notes sold
to Full Circle Capital Corp., a
closed-end investment company,

the firms said Tuesday in a state-
ment. The six-year obligation,
which may be increased by $22.5
million, will be backed by real es-
tate and will require interest-only
payments of 12 percent annually.

Investors have sent shares of
marijuana-related businesses up
asmuch as 1,700 percent since Col-
orado and Washington legalized
sales to anyone 21 and older. Sales
in Colorado began this month and
Washington expects its retailers
to join around June, according to

Brian Smith, a for the

in credi

Ad

State Liquor Control Board, which
is overseeing the industry.

Eighteen states and the District
of Columbia allow medical use
of the drug, and 11 permit sales
through dispensaries, accord-
ing to the Denver-based National
Conference of State Legislatures.
National legalization has the po-
tential to create a business with
$35 billion to $45 billion of annual
revenue, according to Bloomberg
Industries.
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d Cannabis, which
leases space to producers and
vendors, had climbed to $17.78 in
New York from $3.25 at the end of
last year. The company posted a
$472,000 loss in the quarter ended
Sept. 30, according to a Nov. 19
regulatory filing.

The Justice Department con-
siders marijuana a controlled
substance with no medical ben-
efits, making banks reluctant to
lend to such businesses for fear of
violating federal law.

Jan. 22,2014
Dow Jones -41.10
industrials 16,373.34
Nasdaq +17.24
composite 4,243.00
Standard & +1.06
Poor’s 500 1,844.86
Russell +5.57
2000 1,181.29

|____EXCHANGE RATES |

Military rates
Euro costs (Jan. 24)..

South Korean won (Jan, 24) .
ommercial rates.

Switzerland (Franc).
Thailand (Baht
Turkey (New Lira
(Military exchange
available to customers at military banking
facilities in the country of issuance

for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e.,
purchasing British pounds in Germany),
check with your local military banking
facility. Commercial rates are interbank
rates provided for reference when buying
currency. All figures are foreign currencies
to one dollar, except for the British pound,
which is represented in dollars-to-pound,
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro

Prime rale
Discount
Federa\ 'unds market rate

30+ year hund

Pacific
Ocean
UNITED "f E
FGHANISTAN
IRAN KINGDOM% “Mi
gt ildenhall/
3/43 . £ Lakenheath
;,ZREJNB_ ﬁ44/42
PAKISTAN A Goam
Riyadh Y
79/50 QATAR . Lajes,
Doh . Azores
77/60 l{ Al 5 N 59/47
SAUDI ARABIA - .
B
Arabian Sea ‘“"“ AL’ SPAIN .
Morén -
61/40 (. % !
L »A, /[ Sigonella ;. o
‘Rota- 61/ Soud. B§ The weather is provided by the
BLA6 " oy SoucaBay <@ American Forces Network Weather Center,
= 9 63/53 @ 2nd Weather Squadron at Offutt Air Force Base, Neb.
City Hi Lo  Wthr Chattanooga 30 10 Clr Fort Wayne 17 -6 Snow Louisville 2 1 cir  Pocatello 40 13 PCldy Sioux City 46 4 PCldy
Abilene, Tex 40 15 Cldy Cheyenne 6 14 Clr  Fresno 71 40  PCldy Lubbock 45 1 Clr Portland,Maine 13 -4  PCldy Sioux Falls 33 4 Cldy
Akron, Ohio 14 1 Cldy Chicago 25 -8  snow Goodland 55 15 clr Macon 38 16 Cir Portland,ore. 48 34 Cir South Bend 20 -6 cir
Albany,N.Y. 1 2 PCIdy Cincinnati 19 o CIr  Grand Junction 37 1 Clr  Madison 25 CIr  Providence 17 6 Clr pokane 25 Cldy
Albuquerque 47 19 Cir Clevelan 152 Cir GrandRapids 17 3  Snow Medford 53 29 Cldy Pueblo 6 3 CIr Springfield il 30 -1 cir
Allentown,Pa. 20 5 G Coloradosprings 5 12 Clr  Great Falls 52 31 PCldy Memphis ETRNSYS Cir Raleigh-Durham 30 13 CIr SpringfieldMo 34 3 cir
Amarillo 5 12 Cir Columbia, 18 Clr Green 24 -4 Cldy MiamiBeach 70 54 PCidy RapidCity 53 17 clr ® 0  cldy
Anchorage 42 35  Rain ColumbusGa, 38 16 Clr GreensboroN.C. 28 10 Clr Midland-Odessa 38 17  PCldy Reno 50 23 CIr Tallahassee 2 25 poldy
Asheville 29 7 Clr ColumbusOhio 17 -1  PCldy Harrisburg 21 8 Cir Milwaukee 2 cir Richmond 25 11 CIr Tampa sS4 3 pCldy
Atlanta 3 1 Cir ConcordNH. 14 -6 Clr HartfordSpgfid 17 3 PCldy Mpls-St Paul 31 -4 Snow Roanoke % 9 CIr Toledo 5 5 cir
Atlantic City 2 9 Cr CorpusChristi 39 34  Snow Helena 46 22 PCldy Missoula 42 17 Cldy Rochester 19 2 Cldy fopeka 5 e ir
Austin 37 28 Cldy DallassFtWorth 38 19  Snow Honolulu 76 59 Cir Mobile 42 20 Cldy Rockford 25 12 Snow Tueeon s 4 cldy
Baltimore 23 8 cir  Dayton 17 -5  PCldy Houston 37 28 cldy Montgomery 37 15 Clr  Sacramento 66 36 CIr Tulsa 0 8 cir
Baton Rouge @ 2z Cdy Davtonapeach 55 34 Peldy Huntsvile 29 s Cir Nashville 7 2 Cir  StLouis 3% 2 [ e H o0 o
gillings 50 30 cir 0 12 clr  Indianapolis 7o Cir New Orleans 39 29 cldy Stpetersburg 54 41  PCldy (P®) % 1 o
girmingham 3 9 Cr Dot woines 3’ 3 Clr JacksonMiss. 37 14 Cldy NewYorkCity 19 Clr  StThomas 8 75  pcldy WACh I o
Bismarck 37 13 clr  Detroit 13 -4 Clr  Jacksonville 42 25 cir 20 7 Clr Salem,Ore. 46 30  Pcldy \vashington r
Boise 31 2 cidy Duluth 27 -6  Snow Juneau 44 38 cidy Norfolk,Va. 25 16 CIr  Salt Lake City 38 16 cir W.PaimBeach 67 50  PCldy
oston 6 6 Cir ElPaso 45 25 Cldy Kansas City a7 Cir North Platte 53 Clr San Angelo 39 18 cldy Wichita el clr
Bridgeport 94 Cir  Elkins 171 Cldy KeyWest 66 59 Clr OklahomaCity ~ 41 12 Clr San Antonio 40 29 Cldy WichitaFalls 43 1 paldy
Brownsville 43 4 Rain  Erie 6 3 Cldy Knoxville 27 8 Clr Omaha 50 4  PCldy SanDiego 69 51 Cldy Wilkes-Barre 16 5  PCldy
Buffalo 1“1 Clr  Eugene 44 29 Cldy Lake Charles 38 26 cldy Orlando 58 37  PCldy SanFrancisco 64 45 Cldy Wilmington,Del. 22 10 Cir
Burlington,Vt. 10 -14 Clr  Evansville 2% 2 Clr  Lansing 14 0 Snow Paducah 29 Cir San Jose 68 40 pCldy Yakima 31 28 cidy
Caribou,Maine 4 -12 Cir Fairbanks 32 13 snow LasVegas 62 41 PCldy Pendleton 31 27 Cldy SantaFe 44 16 Clr  Youngstown 131 Cldy
Casper 39 9 Clr Fargo 36 -1 Snow Lexington 18 -1 Clr  Peoria 27 4 Clr St Ste Marie 17 -3 Snow
Charleston,s.C. 38 20 Cir - Flagstaft 4 20  PCldy Lincoln 5 6 Cir  Philadelphia 21 10 Cir  Savannah a2 CIr  National temperature extremes
Charleston,W.va. 24 peldy 13 -6 Cir Little Rock 3B 13 Cir  Phoenix 75 48  PCldy Seattle 50 36  PCldy Hi: Wed.,85,Fillmore, Calif.
Charlotte,N. a1 & Fortsmitn B 1 Clr  Los Angeles 76 49 PCldy Pittsburgh 1 pClidy  Shreveport 39 18 Cldy Lo:Wed.,-37, Watertown, N.Y.




Friday, January 24, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Pace 21

HOW COLD 1S 1T \

QUT THERE.?
\

\

™ FAHRENHEIT, CRASIUS
OR UNCLE. OSCARISM?
pEXe

=

N UNCLE COLDER "N A
OSCARISM ? BRISE SEAT 1N A
NORTH DAKOTA

OUTHOUSE

K
o

SUCCESS 1S FOLLOWING
YOUR INSTINCT.

/A o A
0 73 &
-
wi!
THIS REPORT SAYS I WAS FOLLOWING MY APPARENTLY.  HOW
YOU SLAPPED OUR CEO INSTINCT. T WAS ALSO THE TRINGS a8 T
SENSELESS AFTER HE BEING PASSTONATE, YOU SAY oot
SAID THE KEY TO ENGAGED AND CREATIVE. ACTUALLY

Dilbert.com _DilbertGarioonist@gmail com

MEAN STUFF. TO KNOW?

A

2 200

Pearls Before Swine Dilbert

Non Sequitur

ELSE TO 6O. BU
DONT WORRY. 1Tl
Abl WORK OUT.

L NERE. HUMANKIND
WILL BE ENGLANED

weit, st i
SUST ez

Candorville

IVE BEEN INVESTIGATING
THAT FOR MY BLOG, TRYING
0 FIND OUT WHO GAVE
HIM THE IDEA IN THE
FIRST PLACE.

5CC7 1'% BNEN Too

O A
NUTTY FoR EODIE!

b
MINIONS STICKLAR FAR
CALL WM ENGRIRACY

B LORD TREORY
BEZOS ACCURACN,
an OEAR
C‘z!(z'*»’ -

} PSS

PR e e, 24
AV 10 B D an, GELICE WL 2RI WET | GOCOMICr 5

RoBST
101

1 WAS A% SHOCKED AS YOU
TO LEARN MY HOMIE "BiG
OATMEAL WENT AN' GAVE
HIM ADVICE BEWIND MY
BACK.

Get Fuzzy

Doonesbury

“FOR THE DARK LORD DAIMON,
WHOSE DOMINION OVER REALMS
BOTH CELESTIAL AND EARTHLY
PUTS TO SHAME Y OWN P

CLAIMS TO MORTAL \,
y

Xy, L
e BT

FOR THE
DARK
DOUCHE:

'P.5. 1 B0l
BEFORE YOUR

PROWESS AT
ANGRY BiRDS."
N

Fort Knox

T FELT BAP THAT
YOU WEREN'T FINPING
ANYTHING.

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

2 3 4 5 7 8

32 |33

38

44
47
52
55
ACROSS DOWN 26 Former New York
1 Small plateaus 1 — de mer governor
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13 Oklanoma city 5 Apparently is 34 Not square
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TOOK NUMEROUS PICTURES OF HIS CATTLE
AND PIGS. HE’S CALLING THEM STOCK PHOTOS.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: A cquals Y




Pace 22

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Friday, January 24, 2014

STARSW#ZSTRIPES,

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher
Richard Braun, General Manager, Europe
John Panasiewicz, General Manager, Pacific
Lt. Col. Jeff Myer, Europe commander
Lt. Col. Brian Porter, Pacific commander

EDITORIAL

Terry Leonard, Editorial Director
leonard terry@stripes.com

Sam Amrhein, Deputy Managing Editor
amrhein.sam@stripes.com

Tina Croley, Enterprise Editor
croley.tina@stripes.com

BUREAU STAFF

Europe/Mideast

Teddie Weyr, News Editor Europe/Mideast
weyr.teddie@stripes.com;
+49(0)631.3615.9310; cell
+49(0)173.315.1881; DSN (314)583.9310
Pacific

Paul Alexander, News Editor Pacific
alexander.paul@stripes.com

+81-3 6385.5377; cell (080)5883.1673
DSN (315)225.5377

Washington

Patrick Dickson, Washington Bureau Chief
dickson.patrick@stripes.com
(+1)(703)693.6957; DSN (312)223.6957
Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News
bowers.brian@stripes.com

Joe Gromelski, Assistant Managing Editor, Web
gromelski joe@stripes.com

Sean Moores, Assistant Managing Editor,
Sports, Features and Graphics
moores.sean@stripes.com

CONTACT US

Washington

tel: (+1)202.761.0900; DSN (312)763.0900;
fax: (+1)202.761.0890

529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC
20045-1301

Reader letters
letters@stripes.com

Additional contacts

stripes.com/contactus

OMBUDSMAN
Ernie Gates

The Stars and Stripes ombudsman protects the
free flow of news and information, reporting

any attempts by the military or other authorities
to the newspaper’s

The ombudsman also responds to concerns and
questions from readers, and monitors coverage for
fairness, accuracy, timeliness and balance. The
ombudsman welcomes comments from readers,
and can be contacted by email at ombudsman@
stripes.com, or by phone at 202.761.0587.

Stars and Stripes (USPS 0417900) is published
weekdays (except Dec. 25 and Jan. 1) for 50 cents
Monday through Thursday and for $1 on Friday
by Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, APO
AP 96338-5002. Periodicals postage paid at San
Francisco, CA, Postmaster: Send address changes
to Pacific Stars and Stripes, Unit 45002, APO AP
96338-5002.

This newspaper is authorized by the Department
of Defense for members of the military services
overseas. However, the contents of Stars and
Stripes are unofficial, and are not to be considered
as the official views of, or endorsed by, the U.S.
government. As a DOD newspaper, Stars and
Stripes may be distributed through official
channels and use appropriated funds for
distribution to remote locations where overseas
DOD personnel are located.

The appearance of advertising in this publication
does not constitute endorsement by the Department
of Defense or Stars and Stripes of the products
or services advertised. Products or services
advertised shall be made available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation or any other nonmerit
factor of the purchaser, user or patron.

© Stars and Stripes 2013
stripes.com

OPINION

Curious timing in latest Christie slam

By KATHLEEN PARKER

he question du jour is, why did

Hoboken Mayor Dawn Zimmer

wait so long to step forward and

level her corruption charges at
Chris Christie?

As surely everyone knows by now, Zim-
mer claims that following Hurricane
Sandy, New Jersey Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno
told her that Hoboken wouldn’t receive
relief funds unless the mayor supported a
commercial development project favored
by Christie.

Not surprisingly, the governor’s office
denies this. Guadagno denies that the con-
versation took place as described. An in-
vestigation has ensued.

After the famous bridge closing, this
amounts to a second scandal for Chris-
tie, causing enough smoke to make even a
skeptic wonder if there might be fire some-
where. But the Zimmer story also seems
too good — or awful — to be true. Hence,
the nagging question, heard from pundits
to pedestrians: Why now?

Let’s take a look, dispassionately.

Zimmer’s only “evidence” that the con-
versation took place is her passionate insis-
tence that it did — and an alleged journal
entry in which she expressed her disap-
pointment in and outrage toward Christie.
On this basis alone, Christie and Co. face a
full-on investigation heaped on top of other
investigations regarding the traffic jam.
Can Democrats stick a fork in Christie yet?
Certainly not for want of roasting.

The journal entry, provided to CNN and
available for viewing online, is ripe for dis-
section. The handwriting is messy, as if the
author were distraught or in a hurry, and
reads in part: “I prefer typing on computer
— but maybe it is time to get back to jour-
nal writing. Embarrassed to say — but I
found myself breaking down last night on
the plane. I was watching ‘Les Miserables’
thinking about my dad — and so I cried for
him. But then I was emotional about Gov-
ernor Christie.”

Hmmmm.

Zimmer seems credible and sincere.
But given the size of the nail she’s try-
ing to hammer into Christie’s coffin, due
diligence is in order. Let’s begin with the
words “but maybe it’s time to get back to
journal writing.”

Really? Just now? Was the inspiration
Les Miz? Or the bridge scandal? Her dad?

AP photos

New Jersey Lt. Gov. Kim Guadagno, left, has been implicated by Hoboken, N.J., Mayor
Dawn Zin!mer, right, in the latest scandal alleging bullying by Guadagno’s boss, Gov.

Chris Christie.

Why on this particular day in May 2013
was the mayor motivated (finally) to start
journal writing (again)?

One is faced with at least two possibili-
ties: Either she’s been telling herself that
she really must get back to keeping a jour-
nal. Or, she’s explaining to future cable
interviewers why this entry appears so
suddenly in a “journal” that she otherwise
seems to have neglected.

The skeptic further notes that Zimmer
doesn’t come charging out to say Christie
is just another corrupt politician. Instead
she sets a stage, with no less than Les Miz.
Instantly, my head is playing, “Do you hear
the people sing?” while revolutionaries
fight with sticks against government bul-
lies and income inequality.

Zimmer weeps first for her father (don’t
we all?), then for Christie. She had had such
high hopes. Or, was she merely emotional
because Fantine died, leaving poor Cosette
without a mother? We may never know.

It is fair to imagine that we would not be
so baffled were it not for the bridge scan-
dal. This is because it seems probable that
we never would have heard about Zimmer’s
crisis if not for the bridge mess. It appar-
ently took other people pointing fingers at

Christie for the mayor of Hoboken to locate
her courage.

Zimmer says she was afraid that no one
would believe her, which may be true. Or
maybe she was willing to keep her own
counsel because, as others have claimed,
Christie is a bully. Or maybe she didn’t
speak up because this is the way politics
is played in New Jersey and she just want-
ed to go along. Maybe she was afraid she
wouldn’t get the money her town so desper-
ately needed.

But by failing to speak up sooner and
waiting until the safety of a mob had
formed, Zimmer has in a sense indicted
herself. Either she is — or was — as politi-
cally corrupt as those she accuses, or she
is too weak to be a leader. Perhaps she is
merely, plainly and simply, afraid.

Zimmer may well be telling the truth,
and it also may be impossible ever to know.
In the meantime, of this we can be certain.
The demolition of Chris Christie, until now
the best hope for a Republican presidency,
got underway just as the serious fundrais-
ing and politickin’ were beginning.

‘Why now? But, of course, now.

Parker is a member of the Washington Post
Writers Group

West must break Putin’s grip on Ukraine

Washington Post editorial

o many Ukrainians, the cal-
culations of President Viktor
Yanukovych might seem baffling.
Having triggered a mass protest
movement by turning his back on an as-
sociation agreement between Ukraine
and the European Union, the president
looked like he might outlast the protest-
ers after accepting a massive bailout from
Russian President Vladimir Putin. Yet
now Yanukovych has managed to revive
and intensify the rebellion against him
by ramming a series of measures through
parliament aimed at outlawing opposition
demonstrations. Tens of thousands gath-
ered in the center of Kiev on Sunday, and
clashes with police left hundreds injured.
Perhaps Yanukovych has no sense for
Ukrainian politics, despite more than a de-
cade of leading one of its major parties. Or
perhaps he is following not his own play-
book but that of Putin. The repressive new
restrictions, which criminalize such activ-
ity as wearing helmets and setting up tents
in public spaces, look a lot like the strategy

the Russian ruler used to crush mass dem-
onstrations against his regime in 2011 and
2012. Yanukovych even adopted the regu-
lation Russia imposed on nongovernment
groups that receive foreign funding — a
product of Putin’s paranoid conviction that
pro-democracy movements in his country
and elsewhere are the result of Western
government plots.

This isn’t the first time Yanukovych has
allowed Putin to be his puppeteer. In 2004
he was a candidate for president in an elec-
tion that Russia’s secret services tried to
rig in the way they fix votes at home. The
result was the Orange Revolution, a mas-
sive uprising that overturned the fraud and
left Yanukovych in the political wilderness
until he agreed to play by democratic rules.
It’s not clear that the current protests can
have the same result — in part because
some opposition militants, bolstered by
government-sponsored provocateurs, have
attacked police and burned vehicles, tar-
nishing the previously peaceful character
of the protest movement.

Western governments cannot control

events in Ukraine, whatever Putin may
think. But they could be doing much more
than they are to prevent a nation that was
headed toward integration with the demo-
cratic West from becoming an autocratic
Kremlin colony, like neighboring Belar-
us. Demoralized European Union lead-
ers seem to have abandoned Ukraine at
just the moment they should be acting to
stop Yanukovych’s repression. They could
do so by preparing sanctions against the
president and his circle to be applied if vio-
lence is used against the protesters and by
dispatching a special envoy to press both
sides to take seriously what so far are des-
ultory negotiations.

The Obama administration has been a
little more active, calling on Yanukovych
to repeal the anti-protest legislation and
hinting that sanctions may be forthcom-
ing. But Washington also ought to recog-
nize Putin’s role in attempting to impose
his autocratic model on a country that has
been struggling to become a genuine de-
mocracy — and hold him accountable for
it.
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Egypt hasn’t earned support
Tampa (Fla.) Tribune

The Obama administration is reportedly
poised to ask Congress to exempt Egypt
from the law that requires ending financial
aid (in the case of Egypt’s military, that is
$1 billion annually) in the event of a mili-
tary coup, and that would be a misreading
of the situation.

Any support for such an exemption
would have to be based on the belief that
Egypt’s recent referendum, which passed
with overwhelming approval by voters,
means the military leadership is actually
practicing and embracing democracy.

The evidence, unfortunately, points in
the opposite direction.

The most recent example is the arrest
Sunday of a prominent intellectual who is
accused of daring to criticize his nation’s
judiciary on Twitter. In Egypt, criticiz-
ing judges and the court system has long
been forbidden, and apparently it remains
so. How could such an impediment to free
speech possibly advance democracy?

Three of these organizations were fi-
nanced by the United States government
and were promoting democracy. But the
court held that their true objective was
to “undermine Egypt’s national security
and lay out a sectarian, political map that
serves United States and Israeli interests.”

Egypt’s opposition media have been shut
down, and three journalists for Al Jazeera
have been imprisoned without any charg-
es. Meanwhile, the constitution adopted
last weekend exempts the army, police and
intelligence services from civilian control
while allowing these very same arms of
the government to prosecute anyone they
deem threatening in military courts.

The great promise of 2011's Arab
Spring, which began in Tunisia and spread
very quickly to Egypt, took its time before
reaching its goals in the former but has not
even come close to bringing about the kind
of pluralistic, democratic government so
many Egyptians had in mind when they
demonstrated against the stifling regime
of former dictator Hosni Mubarak.

As bad as Mubarak may have been, he
was at least a staunch ally of the United
States, particularly on the issue of Israel’s
right to exist. The government now call-
ing the shots in Cairo is no such ally, and
pouring American dollars into its treasury
won’t change that unhappy truth.

Tax away smoking deaths
Charleston (W.Va). Gazette

Incredibly, the World Health Organi-
zation says 5.4 million people around the
planet suffer agonized early death each
year because of tobacco smoking. Ciga-
rettes are an international curse, the worst
cause of unnecessary sickness and lost
lifespan.

Tobacco firms are, in effect, drug push-
ers. Their profits depend on getting young
people addicted to nicotine, a drug with a
grip as powerful as that of heroin. As long
as smokers are unable to break the addic-
tion, tobacco profits roll in.

The latest New England Journal of Medi-
cine says the world could avoid 200 million
needless deaths by 2025 — and also gain
trillions in tax revenue — if tobacco taxes
were tripled worldwide, preventing mil-
lions of youths from becoming addicted.

Dr. Prabbat Jha, author of the new study,
says France cut its tobacco consumption
in half between 1990 and 2005 by impos-
ing drastic tax increases. He commented:

Kuauie Hamra/AP

Egyptians attend a rally in support of Defense Minister Gen. Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi
in Cairo on Tuesday. The miilitary leadership of Egypt is not the same U.S. ally that

ousted president Hosni Mubarak was.

“Death and taxes are inevitable, but they
don’t need to be in that order. A higher tax
on tobacco is the single most effective in-
tervention to lower smoking rates and to
deter future smokers.”

He added that the United States and
Canada could reap $100 billion extra rev-
enue each year if they merely doubled cig-
arette taxes.

Last year, U.N. countries set a global goal
to curtail smoking by one-third by 2025
and reduce smoking-caused premature
deaths by one-fourth. Sir Richard Peto,
co-author of the study, observed: “Young
adult smokers will lose about a decade of
life if they continue to smoke. They’ve so
much to gain by stopping.”

Most American states have boosted
taxes to prevent the young from becoming
addicts. The U.S. average now is around
$1.50 per pack. West Virginia lags far be-
hind, with just a 55-cent tax — the nation’s
44th lowest.

Each year, health reformers in the Leg-
islature try to boost the state’s cigarette
tax, but high-paid tobacco lobbyists defeat
this lifesaving attempt. As a result, West
Virginia continues to have America’s worst
smoking rate — an ugly distinction.

With the 2014 Legislature in full swing,
conscientious senators and delegates who
oppose unnecessary sickness and death
among West Virginians — and who see a
need for extra revenue — should rally be-
hind an effort to help this state catch up
with the rest of America.

Syria conference important
Los Angeles Times

Expectations are understandably low for
an international peace conference on Syria
that opens Wednesday in Switzerland. It
isn’t just that the meeting almost didn’t
happen because of a dispute over whether
representatives of Iran would attend.

There’s also the fact that Russia, which
has spearheaded the so-called Geneva II
meeting with the United States, may be
paying only lip service to the premise of
the talks: that they will produce a “tran-
sitional governing body” in Damascus,
with President Bashar Assad ceding at
least some power. And the rebels who are
grudgingly participating in the conference
don’t speak for all of Assad’s opponents.
Finally, Assad may believe that his hand
has been strengthened not only by battle-
field victories but by the legitimacy he has
gained by agreeing to surrender chemical
weapons.

No wonder a senior U.S. official cau-
tioned that “this is the beginning of a pro-
cess. It is not going to be fast.”

But even if the odds of success are
long, the Obama administration was right
to press for the convening of Geneva II
(which is actually taking place in the lake-

side community of Montreux). It is at least
possible that the conference will help to
stop the killing, speed humanitarian assis-
tance and lay the groundwork for a politi-
cal transition.

Although Russia blocked a resolution at
the United Nations that would have forced
Assad to step aside, there are signs that
its patience with him may be limited. The
U.S. also believes there are elements in the
Assad government that seek what a State
Department official called a “way out”
from a civil war that has killed more than
100,000 people, uprooted more than 2 mil-
lion and ravaged Syria’s infrastructure.
And although the U.N. secretary-general
withdrew an invitation for Iran, an Assad
ally, to participate in the conference, it’s
not out of the question, as Secretary of
State John F. Kerry has suggested, that
Iran could play a constructive role on the
sidelines.

Some critics insist that instead of concen-
trating on the diplomatic track, the Obama
administration should have made good
long ago on the president’s repeated state-
ments that Assad “has to go” by providing
significant military aid to rebel forces. But
it’s too glib to suggest that it would have
been easy for the U.S. to earmark lethal
assistance to the “right” rebels.

Because of Assad’s brutal repression of
peaceful dissent, Syria was plunged into a
civil war that has become a humanitarian
nightmare. But this page has been con-
cerned that a strategy of toppling Assad
at all costs could have unintended conse-
quences, including a chaotic struggle for
control of the country and, potentially, the
empowerment of groups sympathetic to
al-Qaida. Though far from guaranteed to
succeed, the search for a political solution
remains the better alternative.

Alaska mine a bad idea
The Seattle Times

Three years of study and review by the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
put science on the side of opponents of a
massive copper and gold mine planned for
Alaska’s salmon-rich Bristol Bay.

EPA’s final watershed assessment con-
cludes the mine is a direct threat to the
health of the source of 46 percent of the
world’s wild sockeye salmon.

The environmental and economic dev-
astation at risk with the proposed Pebble
Mine is on an epic scale.

The report helped move U.S. Sen. Mark
Begich, D-Alaska, to announce this week
his opposition to it as the wrong mine in
the wrong place.

EPA states that up to 94 miles of streams
would be destroyed. Wastewater issues and
treatment failures threaten an additional
48 to 62 miles of streams.

Add in 5,300 acres of wetlands that

would be damaged by the mining proposal,
according to the EPA’s findings.

Economic trauma wrought by the Pebble
Mine radiates out in the same concentric
circles suffered by the environment.

The EPA report put a value of $674 mil-
lion on the salmon fishing and processing
spread across Washington, Oregon and
California. That translates to 12,000 sea-
sonal jobs and 6,000 full-time jobs. Bristol
Bay’s salmon fishery also powers trade with
Japan and China. All that is put at risk.

U.S. Sen. Maria Cantwell, D-Wash.,
noted last week that nearly 1,000 Washing-
tonians hold commercial fishing permits
in Bristol Bay. Recreational fishing adds
an additional $75 million for Washington
business, Cantwell said in a statement.

Large-scale mining in Bristol Bay was a
bad idea from the start. In September, one
of the partners in the plan, London-based
Anglo American, pulled out, leaving Cana-
da’s Northern Dynasty Minerals.

Though the EPA describes the assess-
ment as a technical resource, and not
a final decision, the warning lights are
flashing.

Hard evidence on the environmental
devastation and the economic losses, and
the hardships for Alaska Native cultures,
all work against a terrible idea.

Preserve cellphone privacy
Los Angeles Times

Forty years ago, when the Supreme
Court expanded the right of police to
search people they took into custody as
well as the possessions they were carry-
ing, the smartphone was the stuff of sci-
ence fiction. Now that phones contain
vast amounts of personal information, the
court should rule that cellphone searches
require a warrant.

Last week, the justices agreed to review
two lower court decisions that came to
different conclusions about the privacy of
cellphone data. In a California case, a state
court upheld the conviction of David Leon
Riley, who was initially pulled over be-
cause his car had expired tags. After police
found guns in the car, they arrested Riley
and searched through what one detective
called “lots of stuff” on his smartphone,
including a photo showing Riley and an-
other man posing near a car that had been
involved in a shooting.

In the other case, the U.S. 1st Circuit
Court of Appeals in Boston ruled that po-
lice may not conduct warrantless searches
of data on cellphones seized from people
who have been arrested. The case involved
Brima Wurie, whose comparatively primi-
tive flip phone displayed calls from a num-
ber identified as “my house.” When police
went to the address associated with that
number, they found a mailbox labeled with
Wurie’s name. After obtaining a warrant,
police searched the house and found crack
cocaine, marijuana, cash and a firearm.

Police long have been allowed to conduct
warrantless searches of people they arrest
because of the possibility that a suspect
might have a concealed weapon or try to
destroy evidence. Butin 1973, the Supreme
Court unjustifiably held that such searches
were legal even when there was no prob-
ability that weapons or evidence would be
found. The invasion of privacy permitted
by that ruling multiplies exponentially
when the object searched is a smartphone.

Ideally the court would endorse the 1st
Circuit’s holding that warrantless searches
of cellphones are always unconstitutional.
But the court also could draw a distinc-
tion between the search of Wurie’s phone,
on which the call register was easily ac-
cessed, and the more intrusive search of
Riley’s smartphone.

When the framers of the Constitution
wrote of the “right of the people to be se-
cure in their persons, houses, papers, and
effects against unreasonable searches,”
they couldn’t have foreseen that “papers
and effects” would be housed in a palm-
sized device. The court should rule that the
principle of privacy is the same.
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Sports
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Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

myafn.net
Tennis

Australian Open

Thursday
At Melbourne Park
Melbourne, Australia
Purse: $29.12 million (Grand Slam)
Surface: Hard- -Outdoo

Sem
Stanislas Wanmies (3, Switzerland,
def: Tomas Berdych (7, CZech Republic,
6367 (1), 76 ()76 (&

LiNa (4), Ch\na. def Eugenie Bouchard
(30) Canada, 6-2,

Dominika Clbulkova (20), Slovakia,
def. Agnieszka Radwanska (5), Poland,
6-1,6-2.

Doubles
seien

ﬁ

Eri cButorac, United s, and Raven
Klaasen, South Affica, def. Daniel Nestor,
Canada, and Nenad Zimonjic (8), Serbia,

kasz Kubot, Poland, and Robe

Llndstedt (14), Sweden, def. Michael LI
g a(and Nicotas Mahut (13), France, -4,
-7

Quai
Sania Mirza, Indla. and Horia Tecau
(6), Romania, def. Julia Goerges, Germa-
n)’v and Aisam-ul-Haq Qureshi, Pakistan,

Knstma Mladenovic, France, and
Daniel Nestor, Canada, def. Daniela Han-
tuchova, Slovakia, and Leander Paes, In-
dia, 6-3,6-3.

AP sportligh

Jan. 24
1939  Eddie Collins, Wee Willie kee-
and George Sisler afe elected to the
Bacoba oISt
1 — Bob P ttlt of the St. Louis
Hawks captures the first of his NBA re-
cord four All-Star MVP awards. Pettit
feads the west team with 20 points and
24 rebounds in a 10894 win over th
East
— Mike Bossy of the New York Is-
landers saores by S0t gbal in-the Soth
game o the season in a 1-3 victory over
the Quebec Nordique
1982 — Ray ng kicks a Super

y
Bowl record-tying four fle|d goals to help
e San Francisco 49ers beat the Cincin-
natl | Bengals 26-21.
Bossy of the New York
Is\anders scores his 1,000th career point
with an assist in a 7-5 Victory over the To-
ronto Maple Leats.

— Winston-Salem State basket-
ball coach Clarence “Big House" Gaines
wins his 800th career game, 79-70 over
Livingstone.

— The Denver Nuggets snap their
record -tying, single-season losing streak

23 games, beating the Los Angeles
Chppers 99-81.

Davld Duval shoots a magic

ound of 59 that matches

Tt Seore h A Tour history. Duval

surges from seven strokes off the pace

for a one-stroke victory over Steve Pate

shot by Al Geiberger in the
mphis Classic and Chip Beck in
the 1991 Las Vegas Inv\tatlonal ThE 13-
under 59 is the best closing round in tour
history.

2 Colorado’s Joe Sakic has four
assists to lead the Western Conference
to a 12-9 victory in the NHL All-Star game.
Daniel Briere, one of three starters from
Eastern Conference-leading Buffalo, has
a goal and four assists and is selected
the MVP.

2008 — Miral Nagasu pulls off one of
upsets ever at the U.S. Figure
Skanng Champlanshlps The 14-year-old
—'in her first competition as a senior
— wins the short program with a spec-
tacular performance, Her score of 7023
is the second-highest ov ver by an Ameri-
Can woman in a ahort
2016/ Relly Kulick becomes the first
woman to win a PBA Tour title, beating
Chris Barnes in the final of the 45th Tour-
ament of Chamlons. Kulick outscores
Do 285195 16 (OKE home the 40000
first prize and a two-year PBA Tour ex-
emption

— The New Orleans Saints make
it o their et Suptr BowIAFter DOHATNG
Brett Favre and the Minnesota Vikings
31-28 in overtime on unheralded Garrett
Hagtiey's 40-yard field goa

S, tiebreaking

g
Raptors finish 0-for-13 from three-point
range, failing to make a three for the first
time in 986 games.

Pro football

NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs
aturday, Jan.
Indianapois 45, Kansas City 44
New Orleans 26, Philadelphia 24
San Diego 37 Cindinnati 10
San Francisco 23, Green Bay 20
layoffs
Ry, T
Seattle 23, New Orlaans 15
New Engiand 43, Indlanpo\ls 2

San Francisco 23, Carolina 10
Denver 24, San Diego 17

rence Championships

Sunday, J
Denver 26, New’ ngland i
Seattle 23, San Francisco 17

ro Bowl
Sunday, Jan. 26
onol
Team Rice va. Toam Sanders
Super Bowl

snnda‘, Feb. 2
At East Rutherford, N.J.
Denver vs. Seattle

NFL ||11ury report
EW K — The updated National

Fobtball League m]ury report, as provid-
ed by the lea

SEAT[I.ESEAHAWKS a( DENVER BRON-
COS — SEAHAWKS: WR Doug Bald-
win (hip), RB Marshawn Lynch (knee). DT
Brandon Mebane (ankle). FUI perc,
Harvin (concussion). BRDNCO
Mllch Unrein (knee) ITE|
S Morend (Hbes FULY: CB-tomy Carter
(shoulder), TE Joel Dreessen (knee), D
Terrance Knlghton (knee), G Chris Kuper
(ankle), OB Peyton Manning (ankle), CB
Kayvon Webster (thumb).

Pro Bowl rosters

Sunday, Jan, 26
At Aloha stadium

TEAM RICE
John Abraham, Arizona Cardinals,

Justin Bethel, Arizona Cardinals, ST
Drew Brees, New Orleans Saints, QB
Lgvontaze Burfict, Cincinnati’ engals,

Jairus Byrd, Buffalo Bills, FS

Antonio Cromartie, New York Jets, CB
Marcell Dareus, Buffalo Bills, DT

Jahri Evans, New Orleans Saints, G
Larry Fitzgerald, Arizona Cardinals,

B Brandon Flowers, Kansas City Chiefs,

Matt Forte Chicago Bears, R
Tony Gonzalez, Atlanta Fa\cons TE
Josh Gordon, Cleveland Browns, WR
Stephen Gostkowski, New England Pa-
triots, K
e Jimmy Graham, New Orleans Saints,

Jordan Gross, Carolina Panthers, T
Ben Grubbs, New Orleans Saints, G
Joe Haden, Cleveland Browns, CB
Jason Hatcher, Dallas Cow| boys DT
Johnny Hekker, St. Louis Ral

Justin’ Fouston, Kansas Gty chuefs.

Alshon Jeffery, Chicago Bears, WR

Derrick Johnson, Kansas City Chiefs,
ILB

Cameron Jordan, New Orleans Saints,

DE
Ryan Kalil, Carolina Panthers, C
Nick Mangold, New York Jets,
Brandon Marshall, Chicago Bears, WR
Evan Mathis, Philadelphia Eagles, G
Robert " Mathis, " Indianapolis Colts,

Bexter McCluster, Kansas City Chiefs,
LeSean McCoy, Philadelphia Eagles,
RB

DeMarco Murray, Dallas Cowboys, RB
Matt Overton, Indianapolis Colts, LS
Robert Quinn, St. Louis Rams,

Eric Reid, San Francisco 49ers, FS
Philip Rivers, San Diego Chargers, QB
Antrel Rolle, New York Giants,

Alex Smith, Kansas City Chiefs, QB

Mike Tolbert, Carolina Panthers, F8
CBAlterraun Verner, Tennessee Titans,

Cameron Wake, Miami DOIDhlns DE
Kyle Williams, Euffalo B \I
TEAM

Cam Newtor Carollva Panthers, OB
Brandon Fields, Miami Dolphins, P
Nick Foles, philadelphia Eagles, 08
Justin Tucker, Baltimore Ravens, K
DeSean Jackson , Philadelphia Eagles,

Andrew Luck, Indianapolis Colts, QB
A.J. Green, Cincinnati Bengals, WR
Matmew Slater, New England Patri-
ots,
Srent ri rimes, Miami Dolphins, CB
Patrick Peterson, Arizona Cardinals,
Darrgge Revis, Tampa Bay Bucca-
ne
Jamaal Charles, Kansas City Chiefs,

®® i sennings, Chicago Bears, CB
Eddie Lacy, Green Bay Packers, RB
Eric Berry, Kansas C|ty Chiefs, S
Eric Weddle, San Diego Chargers, FS
St Cleveland Srovine, &
J.J. Jansen, Carolina Panthers, LS
Marcel Reece, Oakland Raiders, FB
Alfred Morris, Washington Redskins,

Paul Posluszny, Jacksonville Jaguars,

Alex Mack, Cleveland Browns, C
Terrell Suggs, Balti avens, OLB
Luke Kuechly, Carolina Panthers, ILB
Mike Pouncey; Miami Dolphins s, C
Logan Mankins, New England Patriots,

G
Trent Williams, Redskins,

College basketball

Wednesday’s men’s scores

American U. 86 Bostun U.56

Army 66, Colga
Bareh &5 Honter &2

Bucknell 70, Dyc\ (Md.)
Caldwell 74, Dominican W 73

am 76, Georg:
Hiofstra 77, William & Mary 60

Holy Cross 59, Lafayette 58

John Jay 58, CCN

Lehigh 68, Navy

Northeastern 57, Towson 54
Queens (NY) 69, Lenoir-Rhyne 58

Saint Joseph's 61, Rnode igland 57
Saint Louis 76, Duguesn

2 Bonaventure 64, La Salle sy

West Virginia 87, Texas Tech

VWit Baterson 63, Collage of NJ 56

Bowie St. 81, Vil rgmla Union 70
Brescia 95, Indiana-East 88
Bridgewater (Va. o 56 Shenandoah 61
Campbell 65, Radford 6

Catawba 90, Wingate 7

Cha;lseslon Southern 78, Gardner-
eb

Coastal Carolina 84, Presbyterian 72
C;)”. of Charleston 75, UNC Wilming-
on

uke 67, Miami 46
. Mennonite 80, Washington & Lee 74
seorgia 97, South Carolina
Guilford 74, Hampden-Sydney 72
ohns Hopkms a1, Washmgton ?’Md )63
johnson C. Smith'84, St. Augustine’s 80
entucky Wesleyan 101, Oakiand Ciy &5
Limestone 76, Erskine 6:
incoin Memorial 88, Mars Hill 60
Vingstone 95, Fayetteviiie St. 52
Longwood 69, Liberty 66
Ouisuille 86, south Florida 47
nchburg 78, Randolph o
VS0 72, Souther
lligan 75, St Andrews
63, vanderbm %

ount Ofive 100, Lees-McRae 90
c cemral 84, NC AST 44
78, Va. Wesleyan 62

58, Ul
enn. wesleyan 160, Remhardt 98
ennessee 81, Arkan:
homas More 82, Eethany (Wv) 74, 0T
sculum 71, Carson-New
UNC Asheville 81 Wmthrop 66
VMI 82, High Point 80, OT
Wake For est 83, Vlrgmla Tech 77
8, Shaw 66

Marshal Yanda, Ba\timore Ravens, G
Kyle Long, Chicago

Branden Albert, Kansas Clty Chiefs, T
Duane Brown, Houston Texans, T
Greg Hardy, Carolina Pamhers DE
Jason Witten, Dallas Cowboys

Antonio Brown, Pntsburgh Steelers,

Jordan Cameron, Cleveland Browns,

Cordarrelle Patterson, Minnesota Vi-
kings, PR

Dez Bryant, Dal\as CowayS.

Ndamukong Suh, Detroit Lions, D

Tamba Hali, Ramsas. City Chiefs, oLe

Dontari Poe, Kansas City Chiefs, DT

Gerald McCoy, Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers,

Mario Williams, Buffalo Bills, DE

o Erian Orakpo, Washington "Redskins,

o Watt, Houston Texans, DE

Wednesday's transactions

MLB — Suspended minor league RHP
Andrew Pierce (State College-NYP) 50
games ater festing positive for an am-
phetamine in violation of baseball’s mi-
nor league drug progra
rican Lea

BOSTON RED SOX — Agréed to terms
with OF Grady Sizemore on a one-yeas
Contract. Designated RHP Brayan villar-
real for assignmen

0 WHITE SOX — Named Bo

Jackson a team ambassador.

EW YORK YANKEES — AgrEEd to
terms with RHP Masahiro Tanaka on a
seven-year contract, Designated LHP Da-
vid Huff for assignme:

OAKLAND ATHLENCS — Agreed to
terms with LHP Eric O'Flaherty on a
fwo-year contract, Designated OF Corey
Brown for assignm

Shonal League
ORK METS — Agreed to terms
wlth oms Lucas Duda on a one-year

AN DIEGO PADRES — Acquired LHP
Alex Torres and RHP Jesse Hahn from
Tampa Bay for INF Logan | Forsythe‘ INF
Maxx Tissenbaum, RHP Matt Andriese,
RHP Brad Boxberger and b Matt o
is.

National Baskethall Rssociation
CHICAGO BULLS — Signed G Mike
James to a 10- day contract.

National Football League
ATLANTA FALCONS — Named Scott
Pioh G515tk onarhl MANAGET
Ramed Mike
Pope tight end coach,

MINNESOTA VIKINGS — Signed DT
Kheeston Randall to a reserve/future
contract

NEW ~ENGLAND PATRIOTS —
nolinced the-retirement of  assistant
head coachoffensive ine coach bante

ecchia. Named Dave DeGuglielmo
ofmeoe o, Rome:

NEW YORK GIANTS — Named Craig

Johnson running backs coac

TR FRANGISCO 40ERS < Signed 0B
McLeod Bethel-Thompson, T Carter
Bykoski, S DJ Campbell, RB Jewel Hamp-

DeMarco Sampson, P Colton Schmidt, CB
Dax Swanson and DT Christian Tupou to
reserve/future contracts.

TENNESSEE TITANS — Named Mike
Mularkey tight ends ﬁ(éavch

National Hockey
BUFFALO SABRES ~ Called up F Phil
Yarone from Rochester (AHL). Assigned
de McNabb and F Kevin Porter to

Roch
coLUMBus BLUE JACKETS — Recalled
F Cody s from Springfield (AHL). Re-

turned F Jack Siille to Springfield,
MIN - Reassigned G Jo-
han Guslafsscn lo lowa (AHI
NASHVILLE PREDATORS — Traded D
Kevin Klein to lhe NEW York Rangers for
D Michael Del Z
NEW SERSEY DEVILS — , Assigned LW
Reid Boucherm Albank y (AH >
ey L
SPRINGFIELD FALCONS — Released F
Ryley Grantham from his professional
tryout agreement.
SO

CEl
ajor League Soccer
N C:‘IIVAS GER =*Slghed D Tony Loch-

a

D.C. UNITED — Re-signed D Chris
rb.

ORLANDO CITY SC — Signed MF Yor-
dany Alvarez.

TORONTO FC — Announced a one-year
partnership agreement with Wilmington
FC (USL Pro).

COLLEGE
CALIFORNIA — Named Art Kaufman
defens\ve coordinator.
ULSA — Named Josh Blankenship
QUarterbacks coach.
Named  Bill

Coi h
VIRGINIA UNION — Named Mark James
football coach.

Clark football

n 78, £ oS
Beta] (i) 85, 0. Marys(an)M
Bcwhng Green S8, Ohio

lowa 6
o Stmch 53 Holy Cross (Ind ) 60
Cleveland St. 74, ill.-Chic:
Concordia (Mich.) 76, Aqulnas
Concordia (Moor.) 76, Macalester 65
Cornerstone 85, Siena Heights 73
Drake 57, S. Illinois 54

o) a 82
ndhiana st. 65, Loyola of Chicago 61
Kalamazo0 66, A 56
keland 8, Milwaukee Engineering 64
anan (Wis.) 67, Edgew
arygrove 67, Lawrence
o (Oic) 86 Cont AIch gan 80
ichigan 75, lowa 67
idland 73, Doane 59
1, Wisconsin 68

1

o hert 76, Bbicit 56
- Olaf 52 Carleton 47
mas (Minn) 82, Augsburg 70
oledo 71, N. 1llino;
VCU 80, Dayion 66
Wichita St. 70, Illinois St. s
William Penn 84, Viterbo
is. Lutheran 73, Concordla (Wis.) 6
i

Oklahoma 77, TCU 69
FAR WEST

Nevada 96, Fresno St. 86, 20T
Oregon St. 66, Wehington ot 55
San Diego St. 75, San Jose St. 50
Southern Cali 77, California 69
UNLV 62, Utah st. 42

Wyoming 66, Air Force 59

Men’s schedule
Friday
EAST
Quinnipiac at lona
Rider at Manhattan
Marist at Niagara
Vermont at Stony Brook

Lipscomb at N. Kentucky

MIDWES
Detroit at Milwaukee
Wednesday’s women'’s scores

EAST
American U. 63, Boston U. 56

Army 62, Co

Brooklyn 76, Krehase St.37
Bucknell 67, Loyola (Md.) 60
Chatham 77, Thiel 69
Dayton 81, UMass 67

Johns Hopkins 65 Washmgton (Md.)

Navy 73, Lehigh 61

penn 74, Temple 70

Penn St. 65, Indiar

o Saint Tecopive 7 dcerge Washington

st Bonaventure 63, Rhode Island 55
St. John's 59, v I\

GConn £3, Me 49

William Paterson 74, College of NJ 50

Bowie St. 51, Virginia Union 49
Carson-Newman 88, Tusculum 72
Buguesne 77, vCU
ite 83, Bridgewater (Va) 73
Ext Caroling 53, Ric
Fayetteville St 66, megsmne 49

uilford 58, Emory & Henry
Indiana-Southeast 77, Beraa 66

ne 72, Queens

ern , MVSU 67

t. Augustine’s 64, Johnson C. Smith 57
enn. Wesleyan 65, Reinhardt 47
homas More 112, Bethany (Wv) 34
ulane 78, Charl Io
UAB 80, Oid Do

W. Kenfucky 77, Louisiana-Monroe 73
Wingate 71, Gata wba 53

DWEST

calvin 83, Adran 6
. Cardinal Stritch 75 Holy Cross (Ind.)

carthage 71, EImhurst 33
Cent. Michigan 87, kent St. 53

on

Kalamazoo 58, Trine 53

awrence Tech 74, Marygrove 53

arian (ind) 59, Spring Arbor 52
diand 72, Doane &

kolas 85, valley City st.61
Oklahoma St. 64, Kan:
V170,51, Mary & ind.) 68
ichmond 67, Saint Louis 58
bon 60, Lawrence 36— -

Benedict 63, St. Catherine. 4

- Mary's Bethel(an)54
 Norbert 15, Beloit

- Olaf 65, Carleton 45
. Thomas (Minn.) 55, Augsburg 38
whlgan 86, Miami (Ohio) 75, OT
enn 72, vneronAa

Baylor 71, Kansas St.

Midwestern st. o7, An

Texas A&M-Kingsville ao, Cameron 8
Troy 86, Texas-Arlingt

UALR 77, Texas St. 7t

UTEP 86, Southern Miss. 8t

ek Texas AGM 82, Tarleton ot. 60
West Virginia 10, Texas Tech 51

Boise St. 74, ew Mexico 60
Nevada 63, Fresno St. 60

san Diego St. 88, San Jose St. 65

UNLV 73, Utah St. 67

Wyoming 82, Air Force 47

Women’s schedule

anisius at Fairfiely
fomaat Monmouth (N1
Siena at Ri
Brown at vaie
WEST
Bradley at N. lowa
Loyola of Chicago at Drake

Southern Cal at Callfornla
Arizona at Color:
Washingion at Oregon st.
Arizona St. at
Washington St. at Oregon
UCLA at Stanford

Flght schedule

24

At Resorts Intcmatianal, Atlantic City,
N.J., Curtis Stevens vs. Patrick Majew-
ski, 10, middleweights; Thabiso Mchunu
vs.’ Olanrewaju Durodola, 10, cruiser-
weights.

antasy Springs Casino, Indio, Ca-
lif., "ot Bundrage vs. Joey Hernan-
dez, 12, IBF junior middleweight elimi-
nator; Antonio 00zco vs. Miguel Angel
Huerta, 10, junior welterweights.

'At Litie Groek Casino Resort Shelton,

Wash., Javier Molina vs. Kendali Holt, 10,
welterwelghls, ico Ramos vs. Jonathan
Arrellano, 10, featherweights.

n, 2!

Atstuttoart Ghemany, Mareo Huck vs.
Firat Arslan, 12, for Huck's WBO cruiser-
weight itle

At N Vcl‘k Mikey Garcia vs. Juan
Carlos Burgos, 12, for Garcia's W80 ju-
nior lightweight title; Bryant Jennings vs.
Artur Szpilka, 10, heavyweights; Seanie

Monaghan vs. Fabio Garrido, 10, light
heavyweights.

DC Armory, Washington, Lamont
Peterson vs. Dierry Jean, 12, for Peter-
son’s IBF junior welterweight title; Jer-

mell Charlo vs. Gabriel Rosado, 10, junior
Middiewelghts.

t The Golden Nugget, Atlantic City,
N.J., Derric Rossy vs. Joey Dawejko, 10,
heavyweights.
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Roundup

Minnesota knocks off reeling Wisconsin

Gophers top No. 9 Badgers despite losing starting guard Hollins in opening minute

The Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS Things
couldn’t have started any worse
for Minnesota. Andre Hollins
hurt his left ankle just 16 seconds
into the game and didn’t return.

The Golden Gophers have a
lot more to offer than just their
leading scorer, though, as ninth-
ranked Wisconsin was reminded.

DeAndre Mathieu and Mo
Walker each scored 18 points, an
outside-inside combination that
pushed the Gophers to an 81-68
win Wednesday over the Badgers,
‘who took their third straight loss.

“We’ve got very good chem-
istry. When things are clicking,
it’s tough to overcome,” Minne-
sota coach Richard Pitino said.
“I think these guys truly believe
that the whole is greater than the
parts.”

Malik Smith added 14 points,
including a shot clock-beating
three-pointer with 39 seconds left.
Austin Hollins had 11 points and
four steals for the Gophers (15-
S5, 4-3 Big Ten). Walker grabbed
nine rebounds, and Mathieu went
8-for-13 from the floor.

“Nobody likes the Badgers.
We’ve always got to beat the Bad-
gers,” Walker said.

Sam Dekker led Wisconsin
(16-3, 3-3) with 20 points and
six rebounds. Nigel Hayes added
12 points and Frank Kaminsky
and Josh Gasser had nine points
apiece.

But the conference’s best three-
point shooting team never held the
lead, unable to get that perimeter
game going. The Badgers finished
S-for-20 from behind the arc, and
didn’t fare any better around the
basket. Letting the Gophers do
almost whatever they wanted
inside, whether throwback post
moves or drive-and-dish layups,
the Badgers were outscored 48-
24 in the paint.

Mathieu has a deftly effective,
floating jump shot in the lane that
he used on back-to-back posses-
sions sandwiched around a steal
by the Gophers to push their lead
to 61-49. A few minutes later, the
old arena rocked as loudly as it
had all season when Austin Hol-
lins soared over the defense to
drop in a one-handed slam from
the baseline and draw a foul with
5:54 left. The three-point play put
Minnesota in front 66-54.

Jim Mone/AP

Minnesota’s Austin Hollins dunks the ball after being fouled by
Wisconsin’s Nigel Hayes, right, in the second half of We s
81-68 win over the ninth-ranked Badgers in Minneapolis.

“It’s just miscommunication
there on that one,” Dekker said.
“Two guys went separate ways,
and Hollins got in there for the big
‘and one.” That’s the story of how
it’s been the past few games. It’s
something we have to correct.”

No. 5 Wichta St. 70, lllinois
St. 55: Cleanthony Early scored
23 points as the visiting Shock-
ers (20-0, 7-0 Missouri Valley)
erased a halftime deficit to defeat
the Redbirds (11-8, 4-3).

No. 7 San Diego St. 75, San
Jose St. 50: Xavier Thames
scored 15 points and the Aztecs
(17-1, 6-0 Mountain West) ex-
tended the second-longest win-
ning streak in school history to
16 games with a victory over the
host Spartans(6-13, 0-7).

No. 21 Michigan 75, No. 10
lowa 67: Nik Stauskas scored 26
points and the host Wolverines
(14-4, 6-0) held off the Hawkeyes
(15-4, 4-2) to remain unbeaten in

(10-8, 6-1 Patriot) beat the host
Raiders (7-11, 1-6).

Cox led the Black Knights in
rebounds with 10. Kyle Wilson
scored 15 points and Josh Her-
beck had 16 off the bench.

Down by nine early in the sec-
ond period, Army went on a 17-4
run to lead 48-46 with 11 minutes
to play. Colgate came back to go
back up by one with 36 seconds
on the clock. On the next Army
possession, Cox missed a jumper,
grabbed his own rebound, and
sank a layup to put the Black
Knights up 64-63 with 21 seconds
to play. Wilson was fouled and hit
2 of 2 from the line as time ran
out to seal the win for Army.

Lehigh 68, Navy 66 (OT):
Mackey McKnight scored in the
final second of overtime to help
the Mountain Hawks (9-11, 2-5
Patriot League) break a five-
game losing streak and beat over
the host Midshipmen (7-11, 2-
S)for the eighth-straight time.

The Mountain Hawks had
trailed much of the second half,
catching up at 47-47 on a Stefan
Cvrkalj three-pointer and forg-
ing overtime at 58-58 when McK-
night scored with 19 seconds left.
Lehigh’s Jesse Chuku blocked a
Navy shot (he had five of Lehigh’s
six) as the Midshipmen missed

twice in the final four seconds of
regulation.

Worth Smith and Zach Fong hit
three-pointers in OT for Navy, the
latter forcing a 66-66 tie with 22
seconds to play. After a time out,
McKnight dribbled upcourt and,
at six seconds, drove strong from
the right side, banking his winner
off the glass.

Smith scored a career-high 26
for Navy and McKnight finished
with 11 for Lehigh.

Wyoming 66, Air Force 59:
Larry Nance Jr. had 20 points and
nine rebounds to lead the Cow-
boys (12-6, 3-2 Mountain West)
over the host Falcons (9-9, 3-4).

Nathan Sobey’s three-pointer
with 3:59 left put Wyoming ahead
56-54, its first lead since the open-
ing minutes.

Air Force went back in front 57-
56 on Tre’ Coggins’ three-pointer
with 3:22 left. Nance answered
with two free throws to give the
Cowboys the lead for good.

Nance scored six of his points
in the final four minutes as the
Cowboys ended the game on a 10-
2 run. Josh Adams chipped in 17
points for Wyoming.

Kamryn Williams had 17 points
to lead Air Force, which led 30-15
with five minutes left in the first
half.

Big Ten play.

No. 12 Louisville 86, South
Florida 47: Wayne Blackshear
scored 16 points to pace a bal-
anced offense that carried the
visiting Cardinals (17-3, 6-1
American Athletic Conference)
to a rout of the Bulls (10-9, 1-5).

Richmond 58, No. 13 Mas-
sachusetts 55: Kendall Anthony
scored 21 points and the host Spi-
ders (13-6, 3-1 Atlantic 10) hung
on in the final minute to end a
six-game winning streak for the
Minutemen (16-2, 3-1).

No. 18 Duke 67, Miami 46:
Jabari Parker had 17 points and
a season-high 15 rebounds as the
Blue Devils (15-4, 4-2 Atlantic
Coast Conference) earned its first
league road win of the season by
beating host Miami (10-8, 2-4).

Army 66, Colgate 63: Dylan
Cox scored 12 points, including
a bucket for the lead in the final
21 seconds, as the Black Knights
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NBA

Scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

L Pct GB

Toronto 20 512 —
Brooklyn 450 2%
New York 27 357 6%
Boston 341 Th
Philadelphia 333

Southeast Di |sim|

Miami 12 14 -
Atlanta 19 537 %
Washington 21 488 9%
Charlotte 25 432 12
Orlando 256 19%
3 805 —

1 512 12

7 405 16%

5 357 18%

Milwaukee 8 33 195 25

Western Conference

Southwest DI
[
san Antonio =
Houston 4
Dallas 8
Memphis 1
New Orleans 2 515
lorthwest Division
Oklahoma City 10 767 =
portland 178 m
enver 20 500 11%
Minnesota 21 488 12
Utah 9 326 19
X Pac sion
LA. Clippers 9 15 659 —
Golden State 6 17 605 2%
Phoenix 4 17 585 3%
LA. Lakers 6 2 381 12
Sacramento 5 2 366 12%
ay's games
Brooklyn 101 Or fandlo 50

iami 93,
Oklahoma cny 105, Portland 97
Sacramento 114 New Orleans 57
Munnesota 112 Utal
esday’s games

Atlama 112 "Sriando 156

oston 113, washmgton 111,07
cm cago 98, Cleveland 87
Chariotte o5, LA, Clippers 91
Toronto 93, Dallas
Philadelphia 216 New York 106

Oklahoma City'111, San Anmmo 105
Phoenix 124, Indian:
Thirsday s games

uirs
L.A. Lakers at Miami
Denver at Portland
Friday’s games
o

00Kly!
Oklahoma City at Boston
Milwaukee at Cleveland
lew Orleans at Detroit
an Antonio at Aﬂanta
Charlotte at New York

Nasmngtcn at Phoenlx

Indiana at Sact ento

Minnesota at Golden State
Wednesday

Suns 124, Pacers 100

A — George 1019 57 26, West

5,

i - S
1-10-0 2, Sloan 2-30-0 5, Copelan d2311
& Totais 3875 16-28 105,

HOENIX — Tucker 5-6 2-2 13, Frye 3-
722 10, Plumlee 5-8 1-2 11, Dragic 8-10

Goo!
Kravtsov 1-2 0-0 2. Totals 45 83 23 32 124
Indiana 21-100
Phoenix 30 31 34 28-124
Three- PolntGoals—lnd\anaS 15 (G.Hill
1-1, Sloan 1-1, Granger 1-2, Copeland 1-2,

Tec
16,465 (18,422).
Thunder 111, Spurs 105

OKLAHOMA CITY — Durant 12-22 10-
1136, Ibaka 7-14 0-0 14, Perkins 1-30-02,
Jackson 12-17 0-0 27, Sefolosha 1-4 0-3 2,
Lamb 4-110-09, Adams 0-2 1-2 1, Fisher
3-40-0 9, Collison 3-3 0-0 6, Jones 2-3 0-0
5. Totals 45-83 11-16 111.

SAN ANTONIO ard 1-2 0-0 3,
Duncan 6-10 2-6 14, Ayre: 13123, Park:
er14-228-837, Belmeln 610 0-0 13, Gino-
ili iaw 5-8 2-2 14, Mills 3-6
50 3. Bonner 0.2 0:0 0,
Totals 40-75 15-22 105.

Oklahoma City 30 25 21 35-111
22 30-105

2
ot GoalsoOkiahoma city
1018 Uackson 3-3. Fisher 3-4, Durant
b L4, baka 6-1), San

i i ard 1.2 Belmelh
1-4, Joseph 0-1). Fi fed Gut—Nol
bounds— oklahomantyas UIbaka &) &
Antonio 40_(Duncan 13). Assists—Okla-
homa City 22 (Jackson 8), San Antonio 25
A tal For

Fisher, Mills, San Antonio Coach Popov-
ich. A—18,581 (18,797).

ALex Branpon/AP

Wizards forward Nene, front,
is fouled by Celtics forward
Brandon Bass in the second
half Wednesday in Washington.
The Celtics won 113-111 in
overtime.

Bucks 104, Pistons 101

DETROIT — Smith 2-10 4-8 8, Monroe 7-

s 36-84 2!

MILWAUKEE X hasova o3 0-0 12,
Hensons 90-4 12, U oh 1-3 2-2 £ nght

4-8 16, Antetokounmpo
Nilddleton 36 53 10, Butior 12- iy 30
Raduljica 4-5 0- o B, Rldnour 3-70-08. To-
tals 41-84 14-22
28 28 29 16-101

Milwaukee 25 31 23-104
Three-Point Goals—Detroit 4-15 (Jen-

ings 3-8, Caldwell-Pope 1-2, Stuckey
0-1. Singler 0-4), Milwaukee 8-27 (Middle-
n 2-3, Ridnour 2-4, Knight 2-5, Butler

0f
2-10, Antetokounmpo 0-2, llyasova 0-3).
Fouled Out—| Nzone Rebounds—Detroit 53

8). Assists—Defroit 21 (Smith 6), Milwau-

kee 29 (Knight 9). Total Fouls—Detroit 15,
Milwaukee 24. A—11,266 (18,717).

Rockets 119, Kings 98

SACRAMENTO — Gay 2-50-0 4, Thomp-

Casspi 9-15 0.
ington 2-5 0-0 5, Brocks 0-10-0 0. Tota\s
43-90 25-40 119.

sacramento 2 22 29 25- 98

Houston 29 26 33 31-119

Three-Point Goals—Sacramento 12-30
(Fredette 4-6, Williams 3-6, McLemore
3-7, Thomas 2-9, Thornton 0-1, Outlaw
0-1), Houston 8-31 (Parsons 3-7, Casspi
2-5, Beverley 1-4, Lin 1-4, Covin gton 1-4,
Brooks 0- 1, Motle]unas 0-1, Harden 0-5).
Fouled Out—Motiejunas. unds—
Sacramento 57 (Wllllams 11). Houston
69 (Howard 13). Assists—Sacramento
15 (Thomas &), Houston 29 (Harden 5).
Total Fouls—Sacramento 26, Houston 21.
Technicals—Acy, Beverley, Harden. Fla-
grant Fouls—Gray. A—16,488 (18,023).

76ers 110, Knicks 106
PHILADELPHIA — Turner 13-22 5-5 34,
Young 8-21 2-3

Yy
Bargnani 7-12 56 20, Chandler 4.7 2.3
10, Felton 4-10 0-09, Shumpert 5-96-8 19,
Smith 5-16 1-4 14, Prigioni 0-00-00, Hard-
away Jr. 2-5 1-1 6, Tyler 0-0 0-0 0. Totals
37-82 17-24 106.

Philadelphia 33 28 23 26-110

New York 24 26-106

Three-Point Goals—Philadelphia 9-14
(Turner 3.3, Carter-Williams 2 -

- pson 1-1, Hawes 1-2, Young

501, New Vork J5:33 (an-
thony 65, Shumpen n 39, Fel-
fons Bardsway I 13,8 5).
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds Phlladel
phia 60 (Carter-Willi w York
55" (Chandier 14). Assists—Philadelphia
28 (Hawes, Carter-Williams 7), New York
24 (Felton, Anthony 7). Total Fouls—Phil-
adelphia 24, New York 24. Technicals—
Philadeiphia_defensive - three second,
Anthony. A—19,812 (19,763).

Celtics 113, Wizards 111 (OT)
BOSTON — Green 14-26 3-5 39, Sull-
inger 5-11 3-4 14, Humphries 3-10 2-2 8,
Pressey 7-10 1-2 20, Wallace 2-4 5-6 9,
Johnson 3-92-29, Bass 4-100-0 8, olynyk
-6 Anthony 0-10-00, Blue 1-20-2 2.
Totals 41 -89 16-23 113.
HINGTON — Arlza 5-80-0 14, Nene

- r4-6 1-1 9,

Temule 11224, Tctals 42 943027 111,
Boston 15 23 14-113
Washington 22 zl 30 26 12-111
Three-Point  Goals—Boston  15-34
(Green 8-16, Pressey 5-6, Sullinger 1-
Johnson 1-6, Olynyk 0-1, Wallace 0-1,
Humpnnes 0.1, Washingion 122 (ATi:
za 4-6, Webster 3-8, Wall 0-4, Beal 0-4).

I5ce &), \inshingion 23 QAN 10). Totai
Fouls—Boston 22, Washington 23. Tech-
nicals—Nene. A— 14 492 (20,308).

Raptors 93, Mavericks 85

= Marion 3-11 0-0 6, Crowder
2-32-217, Da\embert 1-3 2-2 4, Calderon
5-111-2 13 Ellis 9-18 1-2 21, Blair 4-50-0 8,
Carter 3-7 1-1 8, Wright 5- 7 3-5 13, Larkln
1-30-f DZ Harris 1- 30 03, ngtono -2 0-0

0, Led tals 34-73 10-14 85.

TD— Rcssl -70-03, JDhnsan 7
0-( 0 9 va\ancmnas 3-6 6-8 12,

17, Hayes 0-0 0-00. sl a5 s
balias 34 17 22 12-85
Toronto 15 31 22 25-93

Three-Point Goals—Dallas 7-20 (Calde-

ron 2-4, Ellis 2-5, Carter 1-2, Crowder 1-:

Harris 1-3, Larkin 0-1, Eliington 0-1, Ma

on 0-2), Toronto 7-23 (Vasquez 3-7, John-

01

Dalembert 7). Toronto 54 (Valanciunas
10). Assists—Dallas 22 (Ellis 6), Toronto
20 (Vasquez 7). Total Fouls—Dallas 24,
Toronto 19. A—18,179 (19,800).

Hawks 112, Magic 109

LANTA — Carroll 6-7 2-2 17, Millsap

9-17 5-6 24, Antic 2-9 5-6 10, Teagye 7-14

and 1-22-24,

3104 0-0 2. Mack
s1000 10 Totals 41 5124 112,

ORL, 0 3-9 0-0 6, Harris 7-

4'10 129, Nelson 611

Lamb 5-6,0-0 13. Totals 41-83 21-24 109,
Atlanta 29 31 28 24-112
Orlando 21 35 24 29-109
Three-Point Gnals—Auanta 9-25 (Car-

roll 3-4, Teague 2-3, Korver 2-5, Millsap
173, “Antic 16, Scott 0.1, Wllllams 0- 1,
Mack 0-2), Orlando 6-12_(Lamb 3-4, Ola-

dipo 2-2, Harkless 1-1, Afflalo 0-1, Nelson

ou a
38 (Harris 12). Assists—Atlanta 26 (Ko-
rver 7), Orlando 24 (Oladipo, Nelson 7).
Total Fouls—Atlanta 13, Orlando 23.
Technicals—Carroll, Atlanta defensive
three second. A—16,713 (18,500).

Bohcats 95, Clippers 91
CLIPPERS — Barnes 2-7 0-0 4, Grif-
fin 11 205 6 27, Jordan 2-2 0-0 4, Collison
5-11 0-0 12, Redlck 7-14 0-0 15, Dudley 2-
80-05, Crawford 8-21 2-3 20, Hollins 1-1
0-0 2, Morris 1-3 0-0 2, Muilens 0-2 0-0 0,
Turkoglu 0-1 0-0 0. Totals 39-90 7-9 91.
HARLOTTE — Kidd-Gilchrist 3-7 2-2 8,
McRoberts 4-6 3-4 13, Jefferson 12-23 0-2
24, Sessions 4-12 2-4 10, Henderson 6-14
1-4 13, Zeller 1-4

%A, Clippers 25 24 21 21-91
Charlotte R u 23-95
Three-Point Goals— pers 6-26

(Collizon 2-3, Crmtord 25, Dud\e L5,
ik 116, Barnes 0-1. Muliens 0.1, Moj
1is 0-2), Charlotte 515 (McRoberts 2.3,
Tolliver 2:5, Pargo 1-3, Douglas- Roberts
0-2, Sessions Fouled Out—Nol
Rebounds—LA. Clippers 50 (Jordan 20,
Charlotte 56 (Jefferson 10). Assists—L.A.
Clippers 24 (Grifin 6), Charlotte 22 (Sés:
uls—L.A. Clippers 19,
hariotte 17. A—14760 (19,077),

Bulls 98, Cavaliers 87

CHICAGO — Dunleavy 9-14 0-0 22, Gib-
son 11-15 4-6 26, Noah 3-7 3-49, Augustin
8-146-6 27, Butler4 121-2 10, SneIIO 1 O 0
Mohammed 1-5 0-0 2, James 1-2 0-0 2,
Martin 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 37-70 14-18 98
ELAND — Deng 2-11 7-9 11,
Thompson 3-14 0-1 6, vare;aos 10 0-1 10,
1-1 26, leI 3-9 0-0 8, Wait-

14, Clark 2.5 1-15. Total 338813 18,57

icago
Cleveland 11 11 la 25-87
Three-Point Goals—Chicago 10-21

(Augustin 5-8, Dunleavy er
7;Snell 0-D) Cleveland §:19 Urving 5.7,
g

5). Total Fouls—Chicago 19, Cleveland
18. Technicals—Chicago defensive three
second. A—16,890 (20,562).

Ross D. FRANKLIN/AP

The Suns’ Ish Smith, left, beats the Pacers’ George Hill, right, and
lan Mahinmi for a basket Wednesday in Phoenix.

Roundup

uns capitalize on
poor Indy defense

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — The team with
the NBA’s best record had its
worst game of the season Wednes-
day night.

The Phoenix Suns simply ran
the Indiana Pacers and their
vaunted defense off the court,
124-100.

It was the most points allowed
by the Pacers this season and
matched their most one-sided
loss.

The Suns snapped Indiana’s
five-game winning streak but
was no cause for alarm, the Pac-
ers’ George Hill said.

“We spoil you guys with great
defense,” he said, “so when you
do have a bad game you think the
world is going to end.”

The surprising Suns won their
24th game, one fewer than they
did all of last season.

“Heck of an offensive perfor-
mance by the Phoenix Suns,”
Indiana coach Frank Vogel said.
“Their shot-making was off the
charts.”

Gerald Green led the Suns
with 23 points against his former
team, not that it meant anything
that special. Green’s had a lot of
former teams.

“This is my seventh team,
man,” he said. “I've been down
this road before.”

Indianahasthe league’s best re-
cord (33-8) and is the NBA leader
in scoring defense and field goal
percentage defense. But the Pac-
ers were on their heels from the
start.

“We knew they were going to
come out with a lot of energy and
play with a lot of energy,” Indi-
ana’s Paul George said. “We just
did a terrible job of responding to
it. They just caught fire and once
one of them fell, they all had that
confidence to keep shooting.”

Bulls 98, Cavaliers 87: D.J.
Augustin scored 27 points in a
start for Kirk Hinrich and Taj
Gibson matched a career high
with 26 filling in for Carlos Booz-
er as visiting Chicago improved
to 7-2 since trading Luol Deng.

Augustin and Mike Dunleavy

hit three-pointers down the
stretch to pace the Bulls, who
at 21-20 moved over .500 for the
first time since Nov. 22.

Thunder 111, Spurs 105:
Kevin Durant had 36 points to
offset Tony Parker’s season-high
37, and the visiting Thunder sur-
vived a testy victory over the
Spurs for their third win this sea-
son over the defending Western
Conference champions.

Reggie Jackson had 27 points
and Serge Ibaka added 14 points
for Oklahoma City (33-10), which
reclaimed the West’s best record.

Hawks 112, Magic 109: Paul
Millsap had 24 points, Jeff Teague
added 23 and the visiting Hawks
hung on to beat the Magic.

Raptors 93, Mavericks 85:
DeMar DeRozan scored a ca-
reer-high 40 points, Greivis
Vasquez had 17 and the host Rap-
tors snapped a two-game skid by
beating the Mavericks.

Bobcats 95, pers 91: Al
Jefferson had 24 points and 10 re-
bounds to lead the host Bobcats to
their first win over the Clippers
in their last seven tries.

Celtics 113, Wizards 111
(OT): Gerald Wallace made a
driving layup with 2.5 seconds
remaining in overtime and the
undermanned Celtics broke a 10-
game road losing streak with a
win over the Wizards, who wilted
yet again in their long and labori-
ous quest to get above .500.

76ers 110, Knicks 106: Evan
Turner scored a career-high 34
points and grabbed 11 rebounds,
leading the 76ers to a victory
over New York that snapped a
three-game skid and sent the host
Knicks to a fifth stralght loss.

Rockets 119, Kings 98:
Dwight Howard and James
Harden combined for 50 points
in just three quarters to help the
host Rockets cruise to their third
straight win.

Bucks 104, Pistons 101:
Caron Butler scored 30 points and
host Milwaukee rallied from a 13-
point deficit in the third quarter
for a victory that snapped a nine-
game losing streak.
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NHL roundup

Tlusty lifts
Hurricanes
past Flyers

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA —  Jiri
Tlusty scored the tiebreaking
goal in the third period to lift the
Carolina Hurricanes to a 3-2 vic-
tory over the Philadelphia Flyers
on Wednesday night.

Nathan Gerbe had a high-
light-worthy goal and Alexander
Semin also scored for Carolina,
which improved to 3-0 against
Philadelphia this season.

Claude Giroux and Scott Hart-
nell scored for the Flyers, who
lost for just the second time at
home in their last 14 games.

Tlusty beat Flyers goalie Steve
Mason from close range high to
the glove side with 6:10 remain-
ing for the game-winning goal.

The game originally was sched-
uled for Tuesday, but was post-
poned because of a snowstorm
that hit much of the Northeast.
As a result, Carolina also moved
its home game against Ottawa
from Friday to Saturday in order
to avoid playing on three straight
nights. The Hurricanes play at
Buffalo on Thursday.

Semin opened the scoring for
Carolina with just over eight min-
utes left in the first period when
he fired a wrist shot over Mason’s
glove hand into the top shelf. Nei-
ther team generated much offense
in the opening period, as the Hur-
ricanes outshot Philadelphia 8-3.

Each team scored once in the
second period, with Gerbe put-
ting the Hurricanes up 2-0 with a
breakaway goal with 6:22 left in
the period. Gerbe benefited from
a mistake by Flyers

NHL scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atlantic Di
Gl
Boston 3
Tampa Bay 5
Montreal 5
Toronto 5
Detroit 0
Ottawa 9
Florida 7
Buffalo 1328 7 33
s
Pittsburgh 5 2 n 121
LY. Rangers 7 3 57 133
Philadelphia 5 6 56 147
Columbus 5 4 54 138
New Jersey 1 1 53 124
Washmgmn 2 8 52 152
Car 1 9 1 139
NY Islanders 1 7 49 169
Western Conference
Central Division
Gl OT Pts GF GA
Chicago 12 76 188 144
St. Louis 5 1171 115
Colorado 5 67 144 127
Minnesota 5 59 125 129
Dallas 8 52 141 152
Nashville 7 1 125 152
Winnipeg 5 51 144 152
Pacific Division
Anaheim 5 79 177 129
San Jose 6 70 161 123
Los Angeles 6 64 131 108
Vancouver 9 29 128
oenix 9 43 152
Calgary 7 41 114 161
Edmonton 6 32

36
Two points for a win, one 2o
for overtime loss.

s games
Detroit 5, Chicago 4,

Carolina 3, "hlladelphlaZ
Pittsburgh 5, Montr al 1
Calgary 3'r'|| hoen

ix

i games
Carolina ot Battalo

St. Louis at N.Y. Rangers
Philadelphia at Columbus
Ottawa at Tampa.
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders
Chicago at Minne:

Toronto at Dallas

Nashville at Vancouver
Los Angeles at Anaheim
Winnipeg at San Jose

Friday’s games
Washington at New Jersey
Montreal at Detroit
Colorado at Florida
Nashville at Calgary
Phoenix at Edmonton
aturday’s games

Ottawa at Carolina

St. Louis at N.Y. Islanders
Boston at Philadelphia
Washington at Montreal
Colorado at Tampa Bay
Buffalo at Columbus
Toronto at Winnipeg
Pittsburgh at Dallas

S dnah im vs. Los Angeles at Dodger

ta

Minnesota at San Jose

Luke Schenn, who misplayed a
pass back to the point and couldn’t
recover when the speedy Gerbe
got behind him.

He put the puck through his
legs and wristed it past Mason
with his hands in an awkward
position.

Red Wings 5, Blackhawks 4
(S0): Darren Helm scored on his
team’s sixth attempt in the shoot-
out and Jonas Gustavsson stopped
Andrew Shaw’s shot, lifting host
Detroit past Chicago.

The defending Stanley Cup
champion Blackhawks faced De-
troit for the first time since beat-
ing them in overtime in Game 7
of their second-round series last
year to complete a comeback
from a 3-1 deficit.

Flames 3, Coyotes 2: Sean
Monahan scored his team-lead-
ing 14th goal of the season and
Matt Stajan got the game-winner
as host Calgary beat Phoenix and
snapped its team-record seven-
game home losing streak.

Penguins 5, Canadiens 1:
Jussi Jokinen scored twice and
host Pittsburgh cruised past
Montreal.

Evgeni Malkin added a goal
and an assist, Sidney Crosby
picked up his 26th of the season
and Taylor Pyatt added a rare
score for the Penguins.

Wednesday
P 5, Canadiens 1
Montreal 1 0 0-1
Pittsburgh 3 0-5

First Period—1, Pittsburgh, Joklnen 14
(Malkin, Niskanen), 8:48. 2, Pittsburgh,
Pyatt 2’ (Niskanen, Martin), 1655 (pp).
3, Momreal Bourque 7 (Briere, Prust),

l:ond Period—4, Pmsburgh Jnklnen
15 (Maatta, Neal), 5, Pitts burgh
Crosby 26 (Letang, Kunltz), 11:43 (pp.
Plttsburgh Malkin 13 (Scuderi, Orplk)

on Goal—Montreal 8-7-9-24.

Plttsburgh 9-14-8—

ower-play ﬁppnfrnmmas—Montreal
rgl

ontreal, Price 22-14-4 (21
shots 16 saves)v Budaj (15:03 second, 10-
10). Pittsburgh, Fleury 28-11-1 (24-23).
A—18,617 (18,387). T—2:31.

F

Flames 3, Coyotes 2
Phoenix 0 1 1=2
Ccalgary 1 2 0-3

First Period—1, Calgary. Monahan 14
(Galiardi, Colborne) 11
cond_Period: Cal jary, Bouma 4

(rodie R8s 3 Phoent. Vermette
15 (Korpikoski, Stone), 12:27 (sh). e
gary, Stajan 8 (Giordano, D.Jones), 1
ird Perioden, Proshoe Doan. 14
(Yandle, Ribeiro). &
n Goal—Phoenix 11-13-8—32.
Calgary 615526, X
r-play opportunities—Phoenix 0
of % Calgary
—Phoenix, M.smith 17-15:8 26
Shotags “saves) Calbary, Ramo 510
(32:30).
A—19,289 (19,289). T—2:28.

Hurricanes 3, Flyers 2

arolina
Phlladelphla 01 1-2
Period—1, Carolina, Semin 10
(E. Staal Tlusty), 1
ond Period—2, Carolina, Gerbe 10,
13: 38 kX Philadelphia, Giroux 14 (Vora*

cek,

Thlrd Period—4, Philadelphia, Hartnell
12 (Simmonds, Giroux), 3:00 (pp). 5, Car-
oli ?‘,Tlus

32

b}

hiladelphia 3-12-9—
Power-play opportunnles Ccarolina 0
 2; Philadelphia
oalies. al’()hl’la‘ Khudobln 8-3-0 (24
Shots 22 saves) Philadelphia, Mason 19-
12-5(32-29).
A—19,592 (19,541). T—2:20.

Red Wings 5,
Blackhawks 4 (SO)

Chicago 21

o

Detroit won shootout 3-2

First Period—1, Chicago, Hossa 21
(Toews, Oduya), 8:41. 2, Chicago, Shaw
14 (kane saad). 1026.3, Detroit, Tatar 11

(Bremitl, lurco), 11:14. 4, Detrdit, Eaves
§ (Abdelkader. Zeﬂerberg). 4

ond Period—5, Chicago, Sharp 26

(keith, Kane), 55 (py. 8. e, Quinc-
5 (Nyauist. Zetterbergy, 620, .

Wawrinka reaches
first Slam final

By JusTIN BERGMAN
The Associated Press

MELBOURNE, Australia
— Stanislas Wawrinka backed up
his upset of four-time champion
Novak Djokov-
ic by reach-
ing his first
Grand Slam
final with a 6-
3, 7-6 (1), 6-7
3),7-6 @) win
over Tomas
Berdych in
the Australian
Open semifi-
nals on Thursday.

Wawrinka ended a 14-match
losing streak against Djokovic
withadramaticfive-set, four-hour
win in the quarterfinals, then fol-
lowed that with a dominating per-
formance against Berdych, the
2010 Wimbledon finalist.

“I don’t know what to say. I'm
speechless,” he said. “I didn’t ex-
pect to make a final in a Grand
Slam — tonight it’s happening.”

The eighth-seeded Wawrinka
will meet the winner of Friday’s
semifinal st between Ra-

Y
tlrlo ‘.‘Nyqulst 7 (Zetterberg l.
Third Period—8, Chicago, Kruger 5,

hootout—Chicago 2 (Toews G, Sharp
G, Kane NG, Hossa NG, Kruger NG, Shaw
NG), Detroit 3 (Tatar NG, Eaves G, Bertuzzi
G, Zetterberg NG, Jurco NG, Helm
hots on Goal—Chicago 11-10-9-5—35.
etroit 12-11-6-2—31.
Power-play opportunities—Chicago 1
of 4 Detroit 0 o
Iles—chlcago Crawford 19-7-8 (31
Shoteads Saves). Betror. Gusthvason 3¢
3-2(35-31).
'A=20,066 (20,066). T—2:58.

o

Leaders
Through Jan. 22
Scoring

G A PTS
Sidney Crosby, Pit 50 26 43 69
John Tavares, NYI 51 2339 62
Ryan Getzlaf, Anh 28 25 34 59
Patrick Kane, Chi 52 23 58
Corey Perry, Anh 52 27 55
Joe Thornton, SJ 50 6 53
Phil Kessel, Tor 52 26 52
Patrick Sharp, Chi 2 51

a
8
N
bl
LRRBEE
a
8

hris Kunitz, Pi 50 24 50
Evgeni Malkin, Pit 39 13 50
oaltending

SV GA GAA

Josh Harding, Min 29 690 46 1.65
Cory schneider, NJ 24 622 46 1.8
Ben Bish 36 1020 67 1.93
B o, Sh 22 484 40 2.06
Ben Scrivens, Ed 1 524 38 2.08
athan Quick, LA 4 596 50 2.09
Tuukka Rask, Bos 381081 77 2.11
Eddie Lack, V: 498 39 218
Roberto Luongo, Van 35 956 73 219

The Carolina Hurricanes’

Tom MinaLex/AP

Tlusty, left, scores the game-winning

goal on a wrist shot past Philadelphia Flyers gualle Steve Mason in

the third period of

’s game in F

fael Nadal and Roger Federer, the
33rd installment of their rivalry
and the first at a Grand Slam
since Nadal knocked Federer
out of the Australian Open at the
same stage in 2012.

Whoever he plays, Wawrinka
will go into the final as an under-
dog. He has never beaten Nadal
in 12 meetings, and has lost all
but one of his 14 matches against
his countryman, Federer.

“I take the confidence from my
level in general,” he said. “I know
that I'm playing my best tennis.”

Wawrinka has long been in Fe-
derer’s shadow as Switzerland’s
less-heralded No. 2, but he’s been
slowly gaining confidence in his
game since losing a heartbreak-
ing marathon match to Djokovic
in Melbourne last year.

In April, he hired Magnus Nor-
man as coach, a former Swedish
player once ranked as high as No.
2. Since then, he’s risen to a ca-
reer-high No. 8 in the rankings
and reached his first Grand Slam
semifinal at the U.S. Open. Now
he’s taken the next step into the
final of a major, where he could
meet his good friend and some-
time doubles partner, Federer.

Wawrinka said he received a
text message from Federer on
Wednesday night saying he was
really happy there were two
Swiss players in the semifinals of
amajor for the first time.

“I'told him, ‘For you it’s normal,
for me it’s not normal,”” he joked.

Federer, who has reached his
11th consecutive semifinal at the
Australian Open, said he’d love
to see an all-Swiss final at Mel-
bourne Park.

“Hopefully he can make it.
Then he can put the pressure on
me,” Federer said after his quar-
terfinal win over Andy Murray
on Wednesday.

Wawrinka jumped out to the

Anpbrew BROWNBILL/AP

Stanislas Wawrinka serves to
Tomas Berdych during their
semifinal at the Australian Open
in Melbourne on Thursday.
Wawrinka won in four sets.

early lead against Berdych, get-
ting the only break of the match
when the seventh-seeded Czech
player, looking tentative at the
start, made several misses on his
forehand before driving an easy
overhead long.

With neither player giving
anything on their service games
after that, Berdych was the first
to crack in the crucial tiebreak-
ers. He double-faulted twice in
the third-set tiebreaker, includ-
ing on set point, and then again in
the fourth-set breaker.

Little separated the two players
in the match — Wawrinka won
total 143 points to Berdych’s 142,
while they each made 49 unforced
errors. The Swiss player served a
little more consistently, though,
facing only one break point in the
match.

“It’s really hard to find what
could be the difference,” Berdych
said. “I mean, we both play great.
We play a good match. Stan was
the one that just took it and that’s
it”

The women’s side also has
a first-time Grand Slam final-
ist after Slovakia’s Dominika
Cibulkova beat Agnieszka Rad-
wanska in a 6-1, 6-2 rout in the
semifinals earlier Thursday.

She’ll meet Chinese No. 4-seed-
ed Li Na, who reached her third
final in four years at Melbourne
Park with a 6-2, 6-4 win over
19-year-old Canadian Eugenie
Bouchard.

In awomen’s tournament full of
results, Cibulkova’s run has been
the most dramatic. The diminu-
tive Slovakian has won all but one
of her matches in straight sets and
only needed 70 minutes to win her
first Grand Slam semifinal.

“When you look at it this way,
it is nice for me. I didn’t spend
so much time on the court,” said
Cibulkova, who also took out No.
3-seeded Maria Sharapova in the
fourth round.
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Training session
leaves Miller’s
rivals awestruck

Dominating performance provides
competition ‘something to analyze’

By Eric WILLEMSEN
The Associated Press

KITZBUEHEL, Austria
Bode Miller led a training session
for the classic Hahnenkamm race
by a huge margin on Thursday,
leaving his World Cup rivals in
awe just 17 days before the Sochi
Olympics downhill.

Miller was well ahead of the
field from the first split time be-
fore finishing the challenging
Streif course in 2 minutes, 2.93
seconds.

Overall World Cup leader Aksel
Lund Svindal came 0.96 back in
second, while third-place Hannes
Reichelt of Austria finished a
massive 2.35 seconds behind the
American.

“I've been focusing on this race
all year,” said Miller, who finished
runner-up in 2008 and ’11 but has
yet to win the downhill in the Aus-
trian resort. “I know it's hard to
win here. I've put a lot of energy
in being ready here ... And I think
I had fast skis today, too. Obvious-
ly on this track you can’t do much
if your skis are not running.”

Last year’s winner Dominik
Paris of Italy and Olympic down-

hill champion Didier Defago of
Switzerland shared 10th, trailing

Miller by 3.21 seconds.

It was the only training run
before  Sat-

‘ urday’s race
He is after  mild
temperatures

crazy, he  softened the
raced a show and
- - e runs
klll_er line. _.jier  this
I tried that week impos-
line as sible. Orga-
nizers had to

wellbut | change the
just didn’t bottom part
suc d.’ of the course

to avoid the
Hausberg-

Christof
Innerhofer kante, one of
the _marquee

Italian skier se

conditions were still insufficient.

Miller mastered the steep
upper section by choosing a dif-
ferent race line, allowing him to
take more speed coming out of the
Steilhang curve.

“I was higher through the Steil-
hang and exited it much better
than where the tracks were,” Mill-
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GiovanNI AuLETTA/AP

Bode Miller turned in a dominating effort on Thursday, leading an alpine ski men’s World Cup downhill
training session in Kitzbuehel, Austria by a huge margin and leaving his rivals in awe with just 17 days
remaining before the start of the downhill competition at the Sochi Games.

er said. “The tracks were done be-
fore me, no one was up high where
I was. That makes a huge differ-
ence. You cut off the line but you
also carry speed onto the road.”

Miller drew praise from his
competitors, who acknowledged
they had been left with some
homework before Saturday’s race.

“Bode was fantastic,” Reichelt
said. “My run wasn’t great and
I am definitely going to watch a
video of Bode’s run.”

His Austrian teammate Max
Franz added “Bode had a very
clean run. We have something to
analyze.”

Christof Innerhofer, who is
chasing his first downhill podium

of the season, said he was unable
to ski like Miller did.

“He is crazy, he raced a killer
line. I tried that line as well but
I just didn’t succeed,” the Ital-
ian said. “I am not having a great
season so far. But I felt well on the
snow today and I want to attack
here.”

Even Svindal, winner of two
downhills and two super-G
races this season, said he was
going to study footage of Miller’s
performance.

“You know Bode can pull off
that kind of thing,” the Norwegian
said. “When I think about my run,
I am not surprised that someone
can be a lot faster from the top. I

wasn’t able to stick to my plan be-
cause I got bumped out of my line.
Thave the speed but Ineed to clean
up the first part. I will definitely
watch Bode’s run on video.”

The changed bottom section
caused many racers troubles.
Where they usually go right into
the Hausbergkante coming off a
fast straight part, they now faced
a sharp left turn left.

To Miller, it didn’t make much
of a difference.

“It’sadifferent set of skills that’s
tested,” the American said. “The
cool thing is no one skies that so
it’s pretty even for everybody. No
one has had a change to ever have
arun like that so I think it’s OK.”

KEersTIN JoENSSON/AP

Noelle Pikus-Pace celebrates her second-
place finish after the women’s Skeleton
World Cup race in Innsbruck, Austria,

on Friday. Pikus-Pace faced a difficult
decision in returning to competition after
suffering a miscarriage in 2012, but with
the support of her family has returned

to the top of her sport, finishing first in
three of her past six races.

Family: Kids, husband joined Pikus-Pace on road to return

FROM BACK PAGE

“There was always that little twinge of,
’Oh man, there’s still a little bit more to
give,” “ she said.

Pikus-Pace and her husband, Janson,
processed their loss, prayed a lot — the two
are devout Mormons — and discussed their
options.

“A part of me wanted to continue on with
my family, get pregnant really quick again,
have another baby,” she said. “But I knew
emotionally I couldn’t take it.”

They decided to get back on the track —
but this time, do it as a family. She told her
coach she would compete only if her hus-
band and two children could travel with her,
which presented a big financial challenge.

She figured a full season would cost about
$60,000 and was able to raise about $25,000
on her own. About a week before she need-
ed to board a plane, a Provo woman who
had met Pikus-Pace and was touched by
her story handed her a card with a $30,000
check inside.

They estimated the Olympic quest would
cost about $70,000 for the family this sea-
son, and after a strong showing a year ago,
corporate sponsors ensured the entire fam-
ily would be able to travel together.

That means they’re on the road for five
months out of the year. Janson took leave
from his i ing job — he

his wife’s sled — and runs his wife’s blog,
where his profile lists him as “Mr. Travel
Mom.” He does regular posts, files photos
and videos both in and out of competition,
many of them featuring the entire family.

They left the United States last month and
are spending the World Cup season bounc-
ing between Germany, Switzerland and
Austria in the lead-up to the Olympics.

“You're in one place for a week,” Janson
said. “It’s kind of like your suitcases ex-
plode everywhere. Then you pack it all up
and you're off again.”

Lacee, 5, is a kindergartner but her par-
ents are keeping her well-stocked with
books and activities. And 2-year old Tray-
cen requires constant supervision.

“I had to make sure I could take any
stresses or distractions off Noelle,” Janson
said. “My role is ultimately taking care of
kids, taking care of the sled and taking care
of anything else she needs.”

Pikus-Pace said there’s only one other
regular mom who competes at the sport’s
elite level — British slider Shelley Rudman
— but Rudman’s family doesn’t travel from
stop to stop.

“This is definitely something that’s ab-
normal,” Pikus-Pace said.

A typical training day sounds like it takes
place in a cyclone. They all wake up early,
and the parents prepare a quick breakfast.

“A bowl of cereal is going to spill on the
floor,” Pikus-Pace said, “you can count on
that.” She then hits the track for a couple
of hours of runs before returning home for
diaper changes and lunch. She leaves again
for a three-hour workout followed by a cou-
ple hours of video review before returning
for dinner and bedtime.

“There aren’t many moments in my day
spent just on Facebook for fun or watching
TV,” she said. “I just don’t do those things.”

When the kids are asleep and life is mo-
mentarily quiet, Pikus-Pace preps her sled
for the next morning, polishing the runners
and setting her goals for the next day. “Then
I wake up and do it again,” she said.

“Itis trying; I'm not going to lie,” she said.
“It has its stresses.”

But she certainly can’t argue with the re-
sults. With family in tow, she has reached
the podium in her past six races, includ-
ing three first-place finishes. And in last
season’s final competition, an Olympic test
event in Sochi, she won gold on the same
track she’ll try to conquer next month.

Her latest win came last Saturday in St.
Moritz, Switzerland, where she set a new
track record. Pikus-Pace was mobbed by
her family in a joyous celebration over the
latest chunk of gold dangling from her neck.
“A necklace,” as her S-year old daughter
calls it. Then they packed up and hit the
road for the next race in Austria.
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Bylsma has own dream of h

By WiLL GRAVES
The Associated Press

PITTSBURGH — Like all the other
hockey-playing kids in America 34 years
ago, Dan Bylsma and his buddies had their
own version of the “Miracle on Ice.”

During those spirited reenactments of
the U.S’s upset of the Soviet Union at the
1980 Winter Olympics, Bylsma didn’t play
the role of hero Mike Eruzione or goalten-
der Jim Craig. Instead, he opted for high-
flying winger Mark Johnson, who sealed
the unlikeliest of gold medals with a late in-
surance goal against Finland in the final.

“I dreamed about winning gold like I
dreamed about winning the Stanley Cup,”
Bylsma said.

He’s halfway to achieving both, just not
the way he imagined.

Nearly five years after etching his name
on the Cup by leading the Pittsburgh Pen-
guins to a title in 2009, Bylsma will coach
Team USA at the Sochi Olympics, look-
ing to provide the kind of golden moment
that will inspire a country much in the
way he was inspired on that cold Friday in
February.

Though, if Bylsma is being honest here,
he wasn’t plastered to the television set as
Al Michaels famously intoned “do you be-
lieve in miracles?” The game was broadcast
on tape delay, and Bylsma was watching
“Joker’s Wild” when a ticker started run-
ning across the bottom of the screen to
blare news of the improbable 4-3 victory
by the Americans.

“I was like, ‘Oh my god,” Bylsma said.

It won’t take a miracle this time for the
U.S. to reach the top of the podium in Rus-
sia, just the ability for a group of 25 relative
strangers to find a way to play as a team
during the two-week test the Olympics
provides.

Enter Bylsma, who knows something
about having a team click at the most op-
portune time.

He was a 38-year-old rookie coach in
February, 2009 when the Penguins picked
him to replace Michel Therrien. Pitts-
burgh’s star-laden roster that included
Sidney Crosby and Evgeni Malkin was
languishing .

The easy going guy from Grand Haven,
Mich., nicknamed “Disco Dan” provided
one.

The Penguins finished the regular sea-

From left, Jessica Jerome, Sarah Hendrickson and Lindsey Van clown around Wednesday after being
announced as members of the U.S. ski jumping team at the Utah Olympic Park in Park City, Utah.

ockey

gold

Gene J. Puskar/AP

Pittsburgh Penguins coach Dan Bylsma, right, explains a drill to Evgeni Malkin during practice on Jan. 14 in Pittsburgh. The affable
coach will try to lead Team USA to its first gold medal in 32 years next month at the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia.

son 18-3-4 before edging the Detroit Red
Wings in seven games to win the fran-
chise’s first Stanley Cup in 17 years. Press
Bylsma on what stands out about that re-
markable run and he mentions the initial
meeting he had with the team after replac-
ing Therrien.

“We had a 10 a.m. meeting and a 2 p.m.
faceoff,” Bylsma said.

The Penguins fell in a shootout but
Bylsma’s personable approach — in stark
contrast to the typically stern Therrien
— resonated in the dressing room.

The pressure eased, Pittsburgh took off.
Team USA officials are hoping for a repeat
in Sochi as the U.S. tries to make that one

Jerrrey D. Avrep, Deserer News/AP

final step after losing in overtime to Cana-
da in the gold medal game four years ago.

While Bylsma allows there are simi-
larities between the Olympics and what he
faced during those first days in Pittsburgh,
that doesn’t mean it will be any easier
when he gathers Team USA together next
month.

“It’s an uncomfortable thing for a coach,”
he said. “I'm just introducing myself to
these guys right now.”

The fastest coach to 200 victories in
NHL history is already the all-time win-
ningest coach in Pittsburgh history. He
surpassed Eddie Johnston’s mark of 232
wins last week.

When the franchise paid a video trib-
ute to Bylsma during a stoppage in play
in Wednesday night’s game against Wash-
ington, the sellout crowd at Consol Energy
Center rose to its feet.

The grinder who spent nine years in
the NHL toiling on fourth-line shifts has
become adept at handling highly skilled
— and highly paid — players, a trait that
should serve him well in Sochi.

“He’s not shy by any means,” Crosby
said. “I think being able to communicate
with guys well is important and kind of get-
ting your point across as early as possible
is important and it’s something he excels
at”

World champion tops
US ski jumping team

The Associated Press

PARK CITY, Utah — World
champion Lindsey Van, who
fought for women’s ski jumping
to be included in the Olympics,
was nominated to the U.S. team
headed to the Sochi Games.

The jumpers were announced
Wednesday in Park City, where
the team trains. The 29-year-old
Van, who won the inaugural 2009
world championships, joins Olym-
pic Trials winner Jessica Jerome,
26, and Sarah Hendrickson, 19 on
the team that will debut the sport
in Sochi.

“This inaugural Olympic wom-
en’s ski jumping team has already
inspired so many people around
the world and will continue to do
so for years to come,” coach Alan

Alborn said.

The men’s team includes first-
time Olympian Nick Fairall, who
won the Olympic Trials in Park
City in December, as well as Nick
Alexander, Peter Frenette and
Anders Johnson.

It is Johnson’s third Olympics.

“The oldest team member is
Nick Alexander, and he’s only 24.
Taking all this into consideration
I feel that we still haven’t seen the
best jumps from any of our young
team members, and I'm looking
forward to seeing them step up
their game in Sochi and in the
years to come,” coach Clint Jones
said.

The U.S Olympic Committee
is set to formally name the entire
U.S. team for Sochi on Jan. 27.
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Browns

to hire Pettine

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — The Browns
are poised to make Buffalo de-
fensive coordinator Mike Pettine
their new coach, a person famil-
iar with Cleveland’s plans said.

Pettine was expected to visit
the club for a third interview
Thursday, the person said, who
spoke to The Associated Press on
condition of anonymity because
the team is not commenting dur-
ing its search.

Unless there are unanticipated
hang-ups, Pettine will become
Cleveland’s seventh full-time
coach since 1999.

ESPN, citing multiple league
sources, said the team is expect-
ed to offer Pettine the job.

The Browns have been look-
ing for a coach since firing Rob
Chudzinski on Dec. 29. Team of-
ficials flew to Mobile, Ala., this
week to interview Pettine, 47, who
spent one season with the Bills
after four as defensive coordina-
tor of the New York Jets.

Pettine is one of at least 10
known candidates to interview
with the Browns, who dismissed
Chudzinski hours after the sea-
son finale in Pittsburgh. The club
had been expected to have a sec-
ond interview with Seattle defen-
sive coordinator Dan Quinn, who
is preparing for the Super Bowl.
But things have progressed to
the point that the team is focused
solely on Pettine.

NFL rules Welker hit
on Pats’ Talib was legal

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — The
NFL’s officiating chief has
cleared Broncos receiver Wes
Welker of any wrongdoing for his
hit that knocked Patriots corner-
back Aqib Talib out of Sunday’s
AFC Championship.

“It was a legal hit,” Vice Presi-
dent of Officiating Dean Blan-
dino said on the NFL Network on
‘Wednesday night.

On Monday, New England
coach Bill Belichick blasted Welk-
er for the hit, calling it “one of the
worst plays” he’d seen in nearly
four decades of coaching. With-
out mentioning his former player
by name, Belichick said it “was
a deliberate play by the receiver
to take out Agib, no attempt to
get open.” He added, “I’ll let the
league handle the discipline on
that play.”

There will be no discipline for
Welker; Blandino said there was
simply no infraction of the rules.

Welker, coming from the right,
collided with Talib, who was run-
ning from the left to stay with his
receiver, a split-second before
Peyton Manning’s pass went off
the hands of receiver Demaryius
Thomas a few yards away in the
first quarter Sunday. No flag was
thrown.

Talib left the game with a knee
injury and didn’t return, and
Manning threw for 400 yards in
Denver’s 26-16 win that sent the
top-seeded Broncos to the Super
Bowl.

Given that an injury occurred,
Blandino said he expects the
league’s competition committee
to examine the play in the offsea-
son “and determine if there needs
to be a change. But under the cur-
rent rules, this is a legal play.”

LeBron, Durant head
US roster pool

LeBron James and 10 others
from the 2012 U.S. Olympic bas-
ketball team are remaining in
the national team pool, joined by
a group of newcomers hoping for
their first chance at gold.

USA Basketball selected 28
players Thursday to choose from
for the World Cup of Basketball
this summer in Spain and the
2016 Rio Olympics. Carmelo An-
thony was also chosen, giving him
and James a chance to play in a
fourth Olympics and win a third
gold medal.

Also selected from the 2012
gold medalists were: Kevin Du-
rant, Chris Paul, Kevin Love,
James Harden, Russell West-
brook, Deron Williams, Anthony
Davis, Tyson Chandler and Andre
Iguodala.

Only Kobe Bryant, who has said
he is finished with international
competition, wasn’t selected.

Duke coach Mike Krzyzewski
is back to lead the Americans, as
he has done since 2005.

NASCAR switches to
knockout qualifying

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
NASCAR overhauled its qualify-
ing process Wednesday, switching
to a knockout format similar to
Formula One and IndyCar.

Drivers and track owners ap-
plauded the change, saying it
will bring excitement to what had
been a somewhat monotonous and
often meaningless event.

The new format will not be
used for the Daytona 500, non-
points events in the Sprint Cup
Series and the Truck Series event
at Eldora Speedway in Ohio.

NASCAR will use three rounds
of qualifying at tracks 1% miles in
length or larger. The entire field
will have 25 minutes to post their
fastest single lap and the top 24
advance to the second round.

The second segment will last
10 minutes and the fastest 12 will
advance to a final, five-minute
round. At tracks smaller than 1%
miles, qualifying will be in two
segments. The first will be 30
minutes, with the top 12 advanc-
ing to a 10-minute final session.

CHRis CARLSON/AP

Tiger Woods watches his tee shot on the sixth hole Wednesday during the pro-am at the Farmers
Insurance Open at Torrey Pines Golf Course in San Diego.

Woods, Lefty Kkick off season

By Douc FERGUSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Tiger Woods
was alarmed, but not concerned,
when shots into the green
bounced nearly as high as the
flagstick on the South Course at
Torrey Pines.

The rough is thick, surpris-
ing only because it has been dry.
It’s usually only thick and heavy
when it’s cold and damp.

It almost reminded him of the
U.S. Open.

“If they keep the golf course
like this, it’s going to be one hell
of a test as the week progresses,”
Woods said Wednesday. “It’s
going to get really difficult to post
some good numbers. It’s going to
be awfully difficult to get the ball
close and make birdies. And as I
said, it’s closer to an Open right
now than how I normally see it.”

He usually does all right on
firm, fast courses. He always
seems to do well at Torrey Pines,
where he has won eight times —
including that 2008 U.S. Open.

“I find it good,” he said.

Woods was set to make his 2014
debut on Thursday in the Farm-
ers Insurance Open, a tournament
that has been very good to him. He
is the star attraction, along with
San Diego native Phil Mickelson,
the two biggest stars of their gen-
eration. Mickelson is a three-time
winner at Torrey Pines.

They don’t share the same
outlook.

Woods and Mickelson were in
the same group for that 2008 U.S.
Open, the one in which Mickel-
son chose not to use a driver on
a 7,643-yard course, which at the
time was the longest in major
championship history. Mickelson
tied for 18th that week in the one
major he has never won.

Mickelson loves Torrey Pines, a
public course along Pacific bluffs
where he played countless times
as a kid. And he likes what hav-
ing a U.S. Open did for his home-
town, and the additional value it
brought to Torrey Pines.

He just never liked what get-

Curis CaRLSON/AP

Phil Mickelson grew up playing
Torrey Pines as a kid, but didn’t
like the changes made to the
course when the U.S. Open was
held there in 2008.

ting a U.S. Open meant to the golf
course — specifically bringing
in “Open Doctor” Rees Jones to
redesign it, lengthen it and beef
it up to standards worthy of golf’s
toughest test.

Mickelson was asked if his re-
sults in the Farmers Insurance
Open — not great — have been
affected by his lack of fondness
for the new South.

“I haven’t won since it’s been
redesigned,” he said after a few
seconds of contemplation. “My
feelings of animosity toward it
might have been a factor as to
why I haven’t played well on it,
but I have come close a few times.
I've had a couple seconds that I
can think of and I've learned to
play it over the years, but it is not
conducive to the way I like to play,
which is aggressive.

“Every shot is repelled away
from the tucked pins, every
green breaks away from the bun-
kers, every time you're in a bun-
ker you've got a downhill shot.
It’s just monotonous to me and it
doesn’t allow for great recovery
and it does not allow for aggres-
sive play,” he said. “It allows for
40 feet away from the hole and try
to make a putt, take advantage of
the par 5s.”

Other than that, Mickelson was
upbeat about his first PGA Tour
event of the year (he was runner-

up in Abu Dhabi last week on the
European Tour). He loves his new
driver, which he calls his favorite
club. He’s excited about his put-
ting. He’s more excited going into
ayear than any other time.

And he’s excited about a U.S.
Open at Pinehurst No. 2, not be-
cause of where it is but what it is.

Mickelson won the British Open
last summer at Muirfield, leav-
ing him one leg short of the ca-
reer Grand Slam. That would be
the U.S. Open, where he already
holds the record for most silver
medals (six-time runner-up).

“I feel like it’s just a matter of
time,” he said. “It may be this
year at Pinehurst, it may not, but
I do believe that will come. It’s a
tournament I've played too well
in over the years not to finally
win, and I actually believe I'll win
acouple.”

Now that’s one thing they have
in common. Woods also would love
to win another U.S. Open this year.
Actually, any major would do.

He has been stuck on 14 ma-
jors — four shy of Jack Nicklaus
— since that ‘08 Open at Torrey
Pines. It has become such a talk-
ing point that even though the
Masters is 78 days away, Woods
starting his 2014 year at a regular
tour event is enough to prompt the
question, “Will he catch Jack?”

So when asked if this was a big
year in that regard, Woods of-
fered a different view.

“Every year that I get a chance
to compete and play in tourna-
ments and major championships
for as long as I decide to do it
... every year counts,” he said.
“Looking back from the begin-
ning of my career to now, I know
that I don’t have 20 years in my
prime. I don’t see being 58 and
being in my prime. Most guys
don’t dunk from the foul line at
age 58, so it’s a little different. But
the outlook is still the same.

“I still prepare the same,” he
said. “I still work my tail off to be
ready to compete at this level and
beat everyone that I'm playing
against.”
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Storm

Crews see
how quickly
they can get
rid of snow

By Tom CaNavAN
The Associated Press

EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J.
— The NFL and personnel at
MetLife Stadium had a Super
Bowl pop quiz on snow removal
less than two weeks before the
title game between the Denver
Broncos and Seattle Seahawks.

The league and stadium of-
ficials decided to use a winter
storm that dumped a foot or more
of snow in the New York City met-
ropolitan area Tuesday as some-
what of a dress rehearsal to see
how quickly they could clean the
80,000-seat facility that will hold
the first outdoor Super Bowl in
cold weather.

NFL executive vice president
Eric Grubman said Wednesday
an 18-hour time limit was set for
removing the snow from the sta-
dium, surrounding parking lots
and access roads in the Meadow-
lands sports complex, where the
game will be played Feb. 2.

Grubman refused to speculate
whether the storm that snarled
roads, closed schools and had
states of emergency in New Jer-
sey, New York City and some
surrounding areas would have
caused the Super Bowl to be post-
poned. He said that would be a de-
cision made by state authorities.

Grubman, however, said the
league has several contingency
plans for the game, including
moving it up to Friday or Satur-
day, pushing it back to Monday or
adjusting the scheduled start on
Sunday to deal with the weather.
The game is scheduled to start at
6:25 p.m. EST.

“Based on the long-range fore-
cast, all that I would even haz-
ard to guess is that it is probably
going to be cold. I doubt we are
going to have an unusual warm
spell,” Grubman said at the news
conference originally called to
showcase how the stadium was
preparing for the Super Bowl.

The snowstorm on Tuesday
was a fortuitous coincidence for
the cold-weather Super Bowl.

MetLife spokeswoman Nicole
Fountain said the stadium and
its contractors had 1,300 workers
removing the 13 inches of snow
that fell in and around the stadi-
um. The crews started removal at
around 8 a.m. and had sections of
the stadium and most of the tarp-
covered field cleared by noon.

During this past season, the
crews removed six inches of wet,
iced-packed snow in roughly 12
hours before a Seahawks-Giants
game on Dec. 15, Ron VanDe-

provides dress rehearsal

Juio CorTez/AP

Work crews attemp! to remove snow on Wednesday from the field at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, N.J., the site of Super Bowl XLVIII
the Seattle

on Feb. 2

and Denver

Juio CorTez/AP

A football with the Super Bowl XLVIII logo is set on a mound of
snow for an NFL photographer to take photos of it as workers shovel
snow off the seating area at MetLife Stadium.

Veen, the stadium’s senior vice
president of events, said Wednes-
day. The snow being removed
Wednesday was not as heavy, he
said.

Grubman said the league is
prepared to play the game even
if there is still some snow in the
stands.

“Games are played with snow

all the time,” he said. “It’s not
just MetLife Stadium. I think
the crowd will be an exceptional
crowd and they will enjoy the
game. I don’t think they will be
fazed by a little bit of snow on
their seats, if that’s what comes
to pass. We aim to not have that
happen, but if it happens, it’s sort
of what happens in NFL stadiums
all the time.”

Grubman also displayed warm
welcome kits that fans will re-
ceive entering the stadium on
game day. Cushions hold the kit
items, which included ear and
hand muffs, mittens, a hat, neck
warmers, lip balm and other
items.

“The warm welcome kit was
designed to make fans comfort-
able,” he said, “and to have those
last-minute items that they may
not think about.”

Grubman also advised fans to
dress in layers for the game. He
said there will be warming areas
in the stadium.

The storm that hit the area
Tuesday stretched from Ken-
tucky to New England.

“If you are going to have one,
and you are going to have it 10
days out, we're going to make use
of it,” Grubman said of the storm.
“The silver lining is we are run-
ning ourselves through a rigorous
dress rehearsal.”

Grubman said the league was
gathering information from law
enforcement authorities about
how the emergency conditions
might have affected the game had

The game has the possibility of being played in frigid conditions.

Did you know

If this
year's Super
Bowl sets
the record
for coldest

temperature at

kickoff, it will break
the record of Super
Bowl VI, played on
Jan. 16, 1972 at
Tulane Stadium in
New Orleans. The
temperature that day
was 39 degrees.

SOURCE: profootballhof.com

it been played Tuesday. The two
groups will go over the informa-
tion soon.

Whatever happens, the league
is ready to deal with all scenarios,
Grubman said.

“Some people will say perfec-
tion will be a nice little dusting of
snow in the third quarter,” Grub-
man said. “Other people will say
perfection will be 40 degrees in
early February with the sun shin-
ing until sundown at 5:35 or 5:45
or 6:20 on Sunday, the second.

“I think it is really up to the
individual.”
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OLYMPICS

Face, and family, first

Pikus-Pace credits support system for Sochi return

By Rick MAESE
The Washington Post

n the Olympics, everything is

measurable, and by now, Noelle

Pikus-Pace doesn’t need any help

running the numbers. The differ-
ence between medal and disappoint-
ment: exactly one-tenth of a second. The
difference between retirement and being
one of the world’s top-ranked skeleton
racers: one harrowing tragedy. And the
difference between the upcoming Sochi
Games and her previous two Olympic
tries: an unusual and unrelenting
support system.

Pikus-Pace, 31, competes
in a head-first sport — 80-
plus mph, sliding down a
sheet of ice — and as she
was deciding whether
to even take aim at an-
other Olympics, she
knew there was only
one way to do it: She
wanted her family
traveling with her, a
rarity on the globe-
trotting World Cup
circuit.

Noelle Pikus-Pace
Arno Bazarini, KevsToNe/AP

“Having them there, they’re my sup-
port system; they’re my everything,” said
Pikus-Pace, a medal favorite next month
in Sochi.

So much has changed for Pikus-Pace
since the Vancouver Games four years
ago. Then, she was just happy to make
the Olympic team. She missed the 2006
Games after a runaway bobsled — 1,600
pounds

and traveling more than 60 mph — hit her
during training. She was knocked about
30 feet in the air, and when she looked
down, she saw bone protruding from her
right leg — an Olympic dream deferred.
Given the substantial recovery, just
reaching Vancouver felt like an accom-
plishment. After four strong runs there,
she was less than a second removed from
the gold medal
andall

of 0.1 seconds away from bronze.

“I was happy,” she says now. “Not sat-
isfied but happy with my fourth-place
finish.”

She retired from the sport and set
about growing her family, which already
included a precocious young girl, Lacee,
and boy, Traycen, who was born in 2011.
She became pregnant again in 2012 and
was 18 weeks in — she had just learned
they’d be having another girl — when she
suffered a miscarriage. The family was
at a crossroads: try again or was there
something else calling? Was Pikus-Pace
really content to simply make an Olym-

pic team?
SEE FAMILY ON PAGE 28
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